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GODLY MANS 


ENQUIRY> 


SHEWING, 
That it.1s every Mans Indiſpenſable Dnty and 
| Intereſt to ſecure Heaven for himſelf; 
BECAUSE 
Whoever miſſeth ir, and is loſt, is utterly 
un:lone, and miſerably wretched, and the whole' 
World isnothing to him, to help,or comfort him. 
A: 
The Man that is Sav'd is unſpeakably and Eternally Blefea* 
LIKEWISE | 
Repreſenting to Conſideration the common 


and notorious neg!ects and miſtakes abour this 
buſineſs of ſo great Concernment 


| The Saving or Loſing SE LF. 


By S. H. the Author of the Guideto Heaven: 


| 


——c 


Proximus ſum Fgomet miki. 
Nemo in ſeſe tentat deſcendere 

Nemo---- 

Nemo ſapit, qui non ſubi ſapit.- 

E celo deſcendit Tr@ 98 G £207, 


If * thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be Tiſe for thy ſelf ; But if thou 
ſeorne(, thou alone fhalt bear it. Trov. 9g. 12. 


LONDON, Printed for W. Churchill, 
Bookſeller in Dor/ct, 1688. : 
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Rethren, my hearts "deſire and 

Prayer to God is that $bu might 

be Saud, T loi after you all in” 

the Bowels ff Feſns Chriſt, but 

1 have great heat eſs and continual 
ſorrow in my Heart, being jcalons over 
you with a Godly jealouſfly, fearing leaſt 
by any means, as the Serpent beguil d Eve 
through his ſubtilty, you ſhould be corrup- 
ted from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt. 
1 am ſenſible of my great neglect and un- 
faithfulneſs, as to my great work and the 
good of Souls; and finding ſome decays and 
loud warnings , and knocks of Death to 
tell me, that this Earthly T abernacle muſt . 
ſhortly Iye down ia the daft, and that T 
am not like to amend what I have doze 
amiſs, to preach more powerfully , pray 
more heartily, and deal more faithfully 
than T have ; T was willing to ſend abroad 
2 thoſe 
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The: Epiſtle. 
thoſe few Lines, expreſſing my ſenſe. of 
the great danger the moſt are in by the neg- 
let off themſelves. T wiſh that ſuch-got 
0n 200d by many worthy labourers amoug ſt 
them for many years, may now reap real 
benefit by this enſuing Diſcourſe. I had 
many thoughts about it, whether Iſhould 
ſend it dreft up in an exait mediſh way, 
Methodically and Elaborately order d, and 
neatly worded ; But finding care about 
That loſeth the Heart, Life,and power of . 
Truths; I was refolv'd tolet it run natu- 
rally, as coming, I hope, from the very 
bottom of my Meart, ſearching as- deep 
as poſſibly I could, into real and ſound 
Tiuih, that it might reach to the bottom 
of your Hearts, and do you real good. 
 Teonfefs, Thave been 100 much pleas d 
with Elegant and Eloquent Sermons, 
with Exait, Ingenious, and Elaborate- © 
Treatiſes. But of late, I find, the Wit, 
the Method, the Language, eat up the 
Heart and ſubſtance of the Truth. Icant 
ojerue ſuch exatFneſs this way in Holy 
rit ; but Miniſters labour much to force 
ſuch coherences and dependencies,as the A- 
poftles and others never intended. Beſides, 
#theTritths are in themſelves chaiceFewels, 
| and 
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_ The Epiſtle. 
and all painting, though never ſo richand 
gandy ; takes off - From the luftre and 
ſhining ſplendour of the glittering Pearl. 
Methinks , the moſt, I had almoſt ſaid 
the beſt,do but trifle about the great things 
of Crod and Heaven : I am willing now.19 
tell you plainly without Circumlocitions, 
and many Apologies, that it's high time 
for you to conſider, whether you ſhall ſhortly 
be in Heavenor Hell, andMolet you know Fu 
that you are too negligent of looking to your - 
feboes? and whit you ſeek, nd ohick A, ran = 
ſave your ſelves, you are really loſing your 

ſelves to all Eternity. Could I but ſtop 

one Sinner in the way to Hell, and ſave 

one Soul out of this.dangerous ſnare of 
Self-NegleCt, and Self-Deceit, ad Self- 
Undoing, I ſhould not be-gradge my pains, | 
nor value the renſures and ſcorns off the 
proudeſt or wiſeſt, let them be many or- 

few. I have tco much regarded the Frowns 

and Smiles of Men, which hath done me 

much hurt, and made me unfaithful ; T. 

thank God, I hope Icanfay, I am above 

it, far beyond it. Let the World deſpiſe, 
condemn, if God will but love, and ſay, 

well done, it's enough, 1 am ſatisfieds + 
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The Fpiftle- 


My main deſign and buſineſs is this, to 


convince the World, that mot are decei- 
ving and deftroying themſelves, and are 
zot ſenſible of it, nor will be couvinc d of 
their great folly and wretched madneſs 
herein. Tou would take it kindly of a 


Phyſecian, that would warn and help you 


againſt a dangerous difeafe, or a Lanyer 
that would give advice about your Eſtate ; 
and why ſhould you not kindly receive 
Counſel about your Souls? I hope fome 
will read it, not with 4 critical cenſorions 
eye , but with areſolution-to ſearch and 
find out, whether there be any thing init, 
that nearly concerns them, and may be of 
great uſe and goodtothem. How ſhould 1 
rejoyce before T die, could T hear of any one 
Soul brought out of the broad way of de- 
ſtruction, into the narrow path of Life 
by it. I am ſo ſenſible of mine own 
dreadful negletts and trifling, and obſer-. 
ving the mot very indifferent and uncon- 
cernd about their Spiritual and Eternal 
ESftate ; it made me write with the more 
warmth and heat. Tou can't blame a 
Man that ſtrives 'to ſtop the Fire in your 
Houſe, if he cries Fire aloud, and ear- 
zeftly, and tramples on your Garden and 
3 | | Flowers. 
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The Epiſtle. 

| Flowers, It's not time to Complement, 
or ſcarce to be civil. Ton will ſnatch 
Poyſon, a Knife, or a Firebrand from a 
Child that is like to hurt himſelf, 
without ceremonies or perſuaſions, you 
will catch your Chil# violently out 
of the Fire, without uſing Intreaties. 
| Rnowing the terrour of the Lord, ſays 
' the Apoſtle, we perſuade Men we valne 
not whether we are accounted mad 
Men, or ſober it's for your ſakes, 
and Chriſts love conſtrains us. This 
ſhews not wrath, or cruelty, or ſeverity, 
but the greateſt tenderneſs , pity, aud 
compaſſion. The more loving and affeti- 
onate the Mother, the more earneſt for 
her Childs good in caſe of danger. Me- 
thinks , I not only forſee your ghaſtly 
looks, and hear your ſcreetches and groans 
ou your death-beds; not only ſee your 
Skull and Bones, and loathſom clammy 
duſt in the Grave, but hear and (ee your 
dreadful cries, trembling and confuſtox 
af the zreat day , and your roarings and 
yellowings in Hell ; and at preſent I ſee 
you buſie and careful about trifles, and 
wearying your ſelves with very Vanity 3 
ſome Langh, others Veep; ſome Sing and 
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The. Epiſtle. 
Roar , others Sweat and Labour : Some 
fear great Troubles, others expe great 

' Proſperity 3 and all trifling away your . 
time aboutnothing, when Great,and Glo- 
rious and. blefſed things, ſland before 
Jon, are nigh yqu, and may be obtain'd ; 
and therefore blame me not, if I am very 
earneſt and importunate. It's but a very 
little while before you and Tſhall tye down 
ir the Grave. IWe can't always eat, and 
drink. and ſl:ep, as now we do, great 
changes are coming upon us » and yet we 

-\ - Can't be wiſe and prepare. It was mot 

' Zong ſince, there was no knowledge nor 
thought of us, and in a little while we ſhall 
be here no more; poor Worms creep out 
of the Earth, crawl about a little while, 
and into the Earth again, ſome ſooner, 
Jome later 5, if we are wiſe we may mount 

ap to Glory, which is the deſign of this 

Treatiſe. | | . 

Tere it Gods way, and what would 
prevail, I could caſt duſt on my head, 
rend my Clothes, and fall down at your 
doors, and with bended knees. earneſtly 
beg you to take care of your precions ins 
mortal Souls, to flie from the wrath to 
come, ana flrive and run toget to —* 


The Epiſtle. 
1 could beg you with loud cries, till my 
Throat were ſtorcht, and my Voice ſpent, 
aud with Tears of Blood beſeech you. TI 
aw ſure, Gods people of old, his bleſſed 
Miniſters eſpecially, were ſtrangely im- 
portunate 5 how earneſt the Apoſile, 1 
beſeech you,Brethren, by the Mercies of 
Gag, and in the Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
if there be any conſolation in Chriſt, 
if any Bowels of Mercy, ec. Never 4 
Priſoner beg'd more earneſily for his own 
Life, than good Paul begs their Lives 
and Souls. © But when we have done all, 
zeither is he that Planteth any thing, or 
he that Watereth, though it be Paul and 
Appollo's, : Cor. 6. 3. 7. but God that 
giveth the Increaſe. Who is ſufficient for 
this work ? not Men nor Angels. It's 
the ſame power, that made 7; 4am and 
Earth, that can rule the raging Seas, and” 
overthrow Monntains, that can change 
thoſe Hearts of ours. If Means, or Mer- 
cies, or Tudgements, would have wrought 
upon us, and done us good, we had been 
other manuer of perſons long agoe. 
wind of Preaching, Company, holy Con- + 
verſe, ſweet and gracious Temper , won- 
derful Miracles, did not work on Judas 5 


all 
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The Epiſtle. 
all the judgements not change Pharaoh 
wor his people 5 all the I(raclites mira- 
culous Deliver ances, wonderful ProteFion, 
and Proviſion, nor Gods diftinguiſoing 
khindneſs,did not work on thel(taehites: but 
murmur, repine, and inclin'd to Idolatry ; 
God ſays, What could T have done more £2 
what choice Preaching and Praying 3 
what Heavenly Sacraments and Fafles 
what excellent good Books have been in 
this Nation; and yet many,very many, as 
zgnorant, prophane, filthy, and worldly, 
as if they had liv'd inthe dark corners 
of the World * How many Sermons 
Preach d againſt Pride, Wantonneſs, 
Covetonſneſs, &c. preſſing to prayer in 
Families and Cloſets ? and yet not move 
one, ſcarce, in 4 Congregation, to one 
duty, op - make them leave one fin. 
1 have often been quite diſcourag'd in 
zy Work, finking under the burden, and 
apt to think, Lord, why fhould T offer Chriſt, 
Grace, ' and Glory, to theſe ſinners any 
more, that will ſcarce hearken towhat T 
Jay, and if they do, will leave all be- 
hind them, and turn to the World and 
Vanity, and there be alive, and at home. 
That ' feb an Evanyel ical FP _—_ as 
| Iſaiah 
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The Epiſtle. 
Iſaiah ſpould be ſent to make the Fearts 
of the people ſai, and their ears heavy, 
and (hut their eges. One would think, 
that was work for falſe Prophets and blind 
Priefts, But will not much and often 
Teaching prevail 2 No, quite contrary, 


the word was unto there,  precept upon cya. 28. 


precept, precept upon precept 3 line upon 13. 
line, line upon line; here a little, and 
there a little; that they might go and 
fall backward and be broken, ſnared, 
and taken. Sothat I am often thinking, 
we muſt turn off from the people more to 
God, and ſay, Lord, open theſe peoples 
eyes, ears, and hearts ; I muſt pray, and 
Tou too, that God may bleſs theſe Lines 
to your Souls, and then may they do you 
real good. © 

But ſince our great Lord and Mafter 


bears and forbears, intreats and wooes 3 


' and ſince Chriſt is meek antil lowly, kind 


and pitiful I cannot but intreat and 
beſeech you once more, that you wonld 
confider the things that belong to your 
peace , prize and receive them, before 
they are hid from your eyes; I cannot 
but beg you for Gods ſakg, who hath no 


pleaſure in your death, had rather you 


would 


The Epiſtle. | 
would turn and live ; for Chriſt's ſake, 

who would ſee of the travel of his Soul, 

and be ſatisfied, who died bitterly to ſave 

you. Says the Apoſile, as though God 
did -beſeech you by us, we pray you in 
Chriſt's ſtead :, for the Goſpels ſake, ſo 
full of Mercy and Goodneſs; for your own 
Souls ſake, ſo poor, and empty, and mi- 
ſerable,that needs all this Mercy, and will 
be made bleſſed by it. Let me beg youto 
conſider your ſelves, is all well at preſent 
with you if fo, you have cauſe to bleſs 
God and be thankful; but if not, can 
you live and die ſo  Tou may ſlight ſuch 
a Meſſenger as I am, and reje@ my 
Connſel,but God will ſend another Meſſen- 
ger ſhortly, yon cannot reſiſt, nor reje@, 
the Call and Summons of Death. It is 
eafte to caft this book behind you, orread 
 # carelefliy, or deſpiſe and laugh at this 
warning. This may be the laſt Call to 
ſome of you 5 God will not much longer 
trouble or barden you with theſe things ;, 
his Mercy will uot wait, nor his Spirit 
ſtrive .in this manner. - Hear ye the 
Lord ſpeaking to. you, as the Apoſlle, 
1 Cor. 4:18. #021. Jomc are pufjed up, 
as though I wonld not come to you, 
| x but 
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The Epiſtle. 
but -T . will come to you ſhortly, and 
the Lord will kngw not the Speech 
' of them that are puffed up , as if they 
were ſomething, when they are nothing, 
and deceive themſelves ; but the Power, 
Truth, and Life of Godlineſs, for the 
Kingdom of God is not in word, but in 
power. IWhat will you, ſhall IT come to 
you with the Rod of anger and deſtrution, 
or in love t6 Save and Exalt you #Think 
ſeriouſly how it 'twil be 5, Chriſt will come 
in flaming fire againſt ſome, and to be 
glorified in ſome, and admired. Onwhat 
hand are you like to be found 2 Do you 
really look, long for, or love the appearing 
of Jeſus Chri$t, or do you dread it © Are 
you ready, watching, praying, preparing, 
bleſſed art thou, ſuch a Servant, Whane 
the Lord, when he comes, ſhall find ſo 
doing. T can but perſuade and intreat 
you, I can't farce and command you. God 
ſeems to be as one gone into a far Conn- 
try, and lets the World alone to them- 
ſelves;hath only appointed all their works 


and the Porters, the Miniſters, areto y, a, 
warn aud call upon you. Tou may now 34. , 


hear or refuſe, pray in your Families, or 
not pray 3 ſwear,or not ſwear 3 perſecute or 
| ſuffer 
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The Epiſtle. 
ſuffer ;God lets Men alone at.the preſent, 
only ' perſuades your to be wiſe 5, ay; but 
God will come and call over all, and 

Luke 19. call all to account 5 every Servant call d 
15-15-16, 20 an account for every Talent. It's ſaid, 
| Ch. 20. 9. be went into a far C ountry for a long time, 
that is, it ſeems ſo to us, that the wicked 
Servent ſays, the Lord delays his coming, 

and falls to oppreſſuun and drunkenneſs ;, 

od will come in an hour when he thinks 

Ch: 17,274 20t, and woe be unto him. As it was 
28. in the days, of Noah, they did eat, they 
drank, they Married Wives , until the 

day z in the days of Lot, they did eat, 

they drank, they bought, they ſold, they 
planted, they builded, till the ſame day 

that it raind Fire and Brimſtone from 
Fleaven, aud d:ſtroyed them all, ſo is 

the coming of the Jon of Man. Thus, 

moſt Men are taken by Death in the 

midſt of buſineſs. Moſt Men are-buying 

. and ſelling, full of cares, and fears, and 

' hopes, and joys, till Death ſtrikes them 

down, and all is gone. Many have con- + 

triv'd much for another year, about their 

Flouſes, their Grounds, their Children, 

and Death ſays this Night, or this Week, 

thou muſt be gone to another place, _— 

| other 


The Epiſtle. 


other matters. The Sinner is amaz;d, 
quite confounded, aud overwhelm'd, as 
zf he never heard of it. The good Man 
23s, welcom Death, and welcom Chrift, 
and welcom Heaven ; when Death ſays, 
T mu$t take away all; he ſays, 1 am 
ready to be fiript; it's zo morethanT 
look d and prepar'd for. Good Mr. Jordan 
that had aſſurance of Gods love Forty 
years, ſaid, he would go Jon miles 
to meet Death, as the bei} Meſſenger he 
ever ſaw : Another chearfully let his Soul 
ont of his Body, and ſaid, now Angels 
do your work, This is my greatend in 
writing this Book, to perſuade. you ſoto 
take care of your ſelves ; that ' when 
Friends (hall weep over you dying, and 
leave you gaſping out your lai, and dead, 
your Souls may go with Triumph and glory, 
to better Friends, to mount Sion, tothe 
| City of the living God, the Heavenly 

- Jeruſalem, aud to God the judge of all, 
and to the ſpirits of juif Men made 
perfe® ; and to Jelusjthe Mediator of the 
mew Covenant, and to the blood of ſprink- 
ling , that ſpeaketh better things than 
the blood of Abel. That ſpoke wrath, 
death, and vengeance; this ſpeaks Mercy, 


Life, 
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The Epiſtle. 

Life, and Eternal Glory. The Lord 
grant, if it be his bleſſed will, that theſe 
Following Lines may beſo read, belieu d, 
and prattis d, that you may be thus happy, 
and eternally ſav'd.T leave andcommend 
both Tot, and the work, to the bleſſing of 
the great God above, who alone can make 
#t really good to your Souls. 
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CHAPTER '* 
—_— Sh omthing 
' #f « Man think him 
: T ka H: is Tl ; 'H: cs 
himfelf”:. 


But let ear Mas rove his ows Wotk, 


and then 1.ejogeing' in him- 
ſelf, and in rpc a | 
. For every May foe bear his own Bur- 


| den. 
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yo what is beſt, __ refuſe what is is os. 


2  » © Every Mans Grand Intereſt 

and hurtful ; buy £haf man. that is really good 
Religious, thy as in heart and life, is the 

only traly wiſe map that chodſeth; the, true, 
andthe beſt good. 'Now, becaute' "Are 

io few of theſe (though moſt, all ſeek them- 
ſelves, ,yet they are generally deceiv'd about 
themſelves, and what is really good for them- 
ſelves) I was willing to Treat of this weighty, 
ſearching and awakening Subject,to perſwade 

all men to look to themſelves ; If ſelf, that 
Soul and Body of thine be loſt to all Eternity, 

what is all the Wotld to thee? what though 

| —_ _—_y nano about n flouriſh 
oþ 14,21, and+proſper,: it. thon art tormented, roaring 
4 ; in. - torior? What if many others - 
ſay d, Md walking on in wayes of Tighteouſ- 

neſs, be throw Fef#s Chriſt mounted up to E- 

-te&tnal and'matchleſs Glory ; and you through 


your wickedneſs, and ſelf-neglect, and deceiv=: 

ings, fall down-into- Everlaſting Burnings ? 

MAL, what are all the matters of this World, 
t 


NC 


and the other to you, whether others proſper 
or not, if you are undone ? Certainly,nothing 
can be more acceptable, (if rightly under- 
-Rood)'than good:Counſel-to perſwade men to 
be-truly wiſe, honovrable,great,rich,and Eter- 
my happy. -. But the "moſt - miſtake them- 
Telves, -and their 6wn real good :. They take 
. the Senſual; Carnal, Wordly, Bodily ſelf 
Xvbethemnain, their all; hence.all their Care, 
+ Thoughts, 'Fears, _ » Joyes , and Sor- 
X69 axe/ about this falſe ſelf; 'and ſo the 
ate dehuded and loſt; and thus miſtaking felf, 
bed 4 moor 11717 Dy: Tt they 
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whether he ſhilthe $ev'dor Taft: 13 


, they arg deceiv'a about other matters; taking 
* that tobe truly good, and 'only good that 
' gratifies and pleaſeth this ſinfull; ſenſual ſelf; 
, ſo their great care is what-to Eat, and what 
7 to Drink, and what'to put on; and chooſe - 
T and ſeek after the moſt, the beſt of thoſe-lower 


4 things ; and daily, and fooliſhly neglect their 

; Souls, their main, their'only ſelf, and the . 

'& - great and good things that conduce to the 
happineſs, and Eternal welfare of the- Soul. * - _ 
Therefore, God in his Word commands 'men -x 6.19. 
off from theſe, things below, and chargerh AE 3x 

7... themtolook to things above. ; 
moft , the: higheſt, ſeemingly the . wiſelt, 15. 
will not be convinc'd of theit folly and: groſs 

s miſtake ; but will deceive and deſtroy them- 

j ſelves, and be undone for ever. May EF be In- 

firumental. by this Treatiſe, to recover and 

: fave but ' one periſhing Saul, to bring one 

p prodigal home to his true real ſelf, and fo to 

| his Heavenly Father, to bring him off from 

the Swine and Husks of this World to his Fa- 

thers Houſe, Table richly ſpread, Bread e-! 

nough,. the fitted Calf; 'nay,- to his Fathers 

Armes, his Heart and to all the rich Dainties 

and Cloathing and Ornaments,and ſet himſelf 

! on the other ſide of Soul deſtroying danger, I _ 

q ſhall be well fatisfied,and bleſs God for the un= 
dertaking. I cannot pretend to any great At- 
chievements; God is my Witneſs, I valuenot 
the'Applauſe nor contempt of this low 'ſorry 
World ; my main deſign1s the Salvation'of 

| yourSouls,andthat whilſtI writeto you,lmay 

| B 2 not 
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4 Every Mansgrand IWereſt and Enquiry 
not be aCaſtaway.l had the SubjeRt and whole 
'Treatife in'my mind long before, afid only 
choſe this Text to ſuit the matter toit. God's 
Word carries with it its own Authority and 
Majeſty. | | EE-<+4 
Theſe words are an Argument to enforce 
that Counſel which the Apoſtle gave in 1. 2. v. 
to:{tronger Chriſtians, that they ſhould not 
inſult over their weaker lapſed Brethren, nor 
zer-g7i. ſupercilioufly reject them, but pity them, and 
4&7 #+-putthem brokenin joint again. It's not quite 
rO. cutoff, only disjointed, conſider his Pain and 
Diſorder, be tender, be pitifull , -handle him 
- gently, not roughly and rudely. You. are 
Brethren, he 1s overtaken in a Fault, by a ſud- 
den and yiolent temptation ; he is not one 
that-makes a trade of Sin, that wallows init, 
Many Arguments are made uſe of, you aye 
Brethren, Membegsof the ſame Body, Chil- 
dren of the ſame Father, and of the ſame 
Honſhold ; (again;) you are Spiritual, this be- 
longs not only to Paſtors & Governours, who 
ſhould. above all be Spiritual Men ; but to all 
good-Chriſtians, you have the Spirit of Chriſt, 
. Col. 3.12. that;is:a Spirit of meekneſs aud tenderneſs ; 
yau haye Spiritual Gifts and Graces; yon as 
£90,14-1- the Eleft of God, have put on Bowels of Mer- 
E 5:1: en Cies:and Kindneſs ; you are grown,and ſtrong, 
® ad miſcre- The Apoſtle in that 1'Cor. 3. 1. takes [Spirieu- 
F - cordiem ai{for ſuch as are ſtrong Chriſtians, and fo 
F #nclinz. are ahleand ſhould forbear and bear with the 
Ss 7: ?'*- Infirmities'of the Weak. 
Y -» ant  - Beſides conſider your ſelves [ oxons. cenvroy 
* Aug. 365 viewing 
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whether he ſball be Sav/d or Loft. 5 5 
viewipgthy felf, you are.ip the Body, ſub) 

to Sin,to Temptations and;falling, You i : 
therefore bear the Burdens, v. 2. Suppoſe 1t 

meant of the load of ſin, not - indulge 'op in- 
courage them. in ſin,but apply healing Balw to 

their Wounds: Chriſt your Saviour came to 0:3 _ 
take off this Burden, when, they grown, and braided 
ſweat, and ſigh, and jink,and, find it too . hea- with fins 
uy, adminiſter. promiſes, God revives the Of Youth, 


contrite, leaſt the Spirit ſhould fail, 53 T1/a. Ry FRY 


15: 26. You ſhonld conceal and hide, and co- nes mits: 

ver with the\'Garment of- Righteouſneſs what viden: 

they lay open z .and not. ypbraid and expoſegraiam 

themn,i 25 wicked Mendo.;, oP 

Let it bt meant of the bond of Tryals and 

Afflictions ; and ſo ſhame, trouble, anguiſh, 

honor and gonfulionz and it may. be ſome hea- 

vy.ſtrake from:God, may. follow. and attend. 

their Fall, thoſe cal} for ſycgour and ſupport. 

Pity me; QO: my! Friends4--y0u- ſhould -WeeD zom, 12, 

with them that, weep;! as you malt weep for. 0-35. 

thers that cannot c that, will-not weep for 

themſelves; this: tenderneſs and: pity to. oof 

thars is backt with a powerful Argument, you 

ſo fulfill the Law of Ghrift, the, Law. of 2 

meek, loving and-kind Saviour, and eſpecia]- 

ly«hat bleſſed command ofgloving one ano-., 

ther ; and upon this] ings this in my Text, 

[ Fer if' a Man,&c. ] 9 d. He that Comparing | 

binſelf with others, finds himſelf. preſerv'd - 

from Evils. iniwhich others have been entanz -, 

gbd; and; thereupon becomes, Arrogant and , 

Cenſorions, and upon ſuch grounds — 
Ty - "of es; i. 
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 Kfelfto befin's fate of Gries an. acts 
He deceiverh Himfelf, 


Th the Words we have 2 SH LO JC 

'* 1: Acommon and dangerous miſtake ntima- 

- rea, For'if a Man, @c. eÞ) 

5, The proper meatis to rettify* that” ini : 
-- =”. But letevery'Man, &c.” :*; 

$ double Motive to her ot ro thi honey 

” Dar. 

"1. If Fe uy ;N Gude al _ with the 

"5 © © "halle have rejoycing, '&c. : \ - ; 

2. Good or not, every. Mats bal bthr his on 
* Our den. ans T5) (1 


[: A bs ; My 


1. In th mit ake: The TT 44, ” Triw 


ally wit | 


)if he' ons hes ith reaſon: 


that he may TU k febvire .and confdenthe Is Ger, ? 
der'a dahgerous miſtake. -> 5.Þ4 17 Ht 
(2) Ithebe unregencrate ;tlen; if becanſe! 
of His Education; @@minon Gifts, external Bibs 
feſſion, cuſtomary Performance of Duties, of - 
on 7 any other account, - he thinks. himſelf”; th. 
20-2 of Grace, + Child of -Godian@i an [Heit'! 
of Glory,” he miſerably Uecoives? himſelf; and: 
je nothing _ the: thinks! himſelf v6; 
Greens) 


* «£5 . : 2. The 


.cute :' When a Man ſeems to betruly g 
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| whether he fall heSevid mg; SEA De 
2. The falſe Judgment, 'that ariſeth\ upon 
ſach groſs miſtakes FETY TH Tas] ſeernsrhito 
be ſomething [or ſome body]. } DITOWT 
This may have reſpe@ to, ' | ' 
1. The Opinion of others. So a Min. niay!” 
ſeem to be ſomething, as Gal. 2. 6. - they Tee- 
med to be ſomewhat. Thus many appear to! 
others Humble that are Proud; zealous and/ 
lively'in Religion, | that are inwardly: luke-" 
warm, nay, dead, and quite cold.  3* * 
Thus a Perſon truly godly may-be eſteemed! 
in ſome particular reſpeftsabove what is meet. 
The Apoſtle was jealous and afraid, leaſt ſome! 
ſhould think him better, than really hes was;1 
2 Cor. 12. 6: This hath troub!'d ſome mimble: | 
Chriſtians, that they have been commended” 
and admird-above what they anew they real 
ly were. | 
But the:other is. more dangerous and de-l : © 
Ttrutive,: which is what 1 ſhall. ear kn 
y-to 
others, and he is not ſo at-all, bur falſe'at' 
Heart : ; appear as Angels of Light, but! really Cor.1 1; 
are Devils Incarnate, *as 'Chriſt found! Fudas 13,1415 
was, though none ofthe Apoſtles expreſs their 
Jealoufie of him, but each ſaid, Maſter , 5s it * 
1? Not is it Pudas. .A man may ſeem to-be : 
Religions, anddeceive his own Heart, and his” _ 
Religion vain, nothing, a rheer empty ſhew. q,,,, / 
How many thouſands ſuch are-there under jag, 


Goſpel Light, that are really nothing, and yet E 
appear to others ſomething ? The Lord help -. 
us againſt this dangerous delvſion, or we are 1- 


undone, B 4 2, Or <P 1 


 & Every Mars grand Ittereſt and Enquiry 

[ (2+) Or the Opiniona Man bath of bim- 

ſelf, he may think himſelf [fomething]. One 

would think it impoſlible that Men ſhould fo 

roſsly deceive themſelves. Yet-we read of 

ome, that are wretched, and miſerable,.and 

| poor, and blind, and naked, and:yet not know 
Rev. 3-17- 1t.3 nay, Jay they are rich and increaſed with 
Goods, and haye need of nothing. How ma- 

ny in all Ages and Countries, in all Towns 

and Villages, I had almoſt faid in every Fami- 

- 3. Thetrue State of the Cafe [u3fw Jv} he 
is nothing. Whatever others think of him 
ignorantly , and he fooliſhly and .wilfully 

_ thinks of himſelf; he is-not one grain the bet- 
' ter, hes really juſt nothing, and ſo will ap- 
pear at the great Tryal, when his rotten emp- 
# ty inſide ſhall be laid open, no true Grace.nor/ | 
_  Jove to God,no ſorrow for, nor hatred of Sin, 
as vile, or bad, or worſe than the vileſt. 

4 We have the dreadful iſſue and ſad: effe& 
of ſych Groſs miſtakes, he deceiveth himſelf, 
he wrongs, he ruines and deſtroys himſelf, 
and continuing in this miſtake and deceit, 
murders himſelf, and is undone to all Eter- 


Obſer He that thinks. himſelf to be ſome. 
what, when heis notliing, deceiveth himſelf. 
Here are three Enquiries. 
x8. Whatis it fora Man to think himſelf to 
. be ſomething ? 
2.-What it is to be nothing ? 


3. What 


whether he ſhall be Sav'd or oft. © ©9 

3: Whatitis for a Man to deceive himſelf? 
1... What it is fora Man to think himſelfto 

be ſomething? _ > © TRE 
1. in general. It is fora Man tohave 
great:and high thoughts of himſelf : As t 1s 
ſaid of Theudas, Afts 5. 36. boaſting | alyo7 
3:vai Tiva ievTiy | ſaying , ſpeaking out him- 
felf to be ſome extraordinary conſiderable 
Perfon: And Simon Magnus, Atts 8. 9. iavriy 
weyay; making himſelf ſome- great Perſon : 
Yer Paul tells him after his pretended Conver- 
ton and Baptiſme v.21: 22. what. really 'he 
was, that his Heart was not right in the fight 
* of God, and had neither Part nor Lot in that 
| matter'; nays v. 23. tellshim he was fo far 
from it, that he was in the gall of bitterneſs 
and bond of iniquity :. This denotes not on- 


ly this to'be-in him, as his Origthal Sin, but 
fome high degree of fin z and yehgeecaſtl : 


cal Writers tell ns, thathe was fo @vinent and 
 admir'd' amongſt the People, that he was - 
even ador'd as a God ,, and a-Statne was ſet 
up for hint in Rome, with this Inſcription on 
it, ToSimon the Holy God. Some write that 
he did labour to pollefs them that he was the 
Meſſias;, the People cry him up ſtrangely v.10, 
To him they all gave hted, from the leaft to the” 
greateſt, Tojing, This man ts, not, hath, but is 
_ Power of God. How far may men go, 
and dazle the Eyes of the World, and for a 
long time, v. 11. and yet be in a dangerons, 
* deſperate, damnable condition ?- Had we the 
extraordinary ſearching fpirit of the Apoſtle, 
. might 
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xo EveryMans grand Imereſt and Enquiry 
mg: not ſay ſo to-many, may It.not-be 
faid to many of us, Thou haſt ns part nor lot. in 
this matter, Cock il 
2 More particularly, 'according to the in- 
tendment of the Text, it may reſpe& one of 
theſe two things. ; of TEL IFOIN 
1. Degrees: of Giage, Eminency. and 
Growth: A man may think. himſelf ſtronger 
and 1icher in 'Grace, than really he ts, and 
conſequently his Confidence.'may. riſe above 
his Strength ; - thus a'Man- thinking himſelf 
—- itronger, he may take too heavy a burden on. 
- bim, ortaller,. may ,venture into deep, Wa- 
ter, to his prejudiceand:hurt. | 
A Mans miſtake in;judging. of the degrees 
and meaſure of his Grace, may betray him.an 


three Inſtances, Po vi © add Dr: 
4 1. It mayzmbolden him to adventure upon 
| ſuch undertakings and-employments$, :45 are 
Forn.2.16, 2bove his Wilities: Thus many 'ftep out of 
35» 24 their Callings and Places, as fancying-them- 
par Y. ; s 
with x ſelves born. for higher and greater things. 
Tim. 1.7. How many do: in all, Ages. confidently 
thruſt themſelves into the miniſtry, \ for 
a livelihood, and bold ,/ and high, .iand 
conceited; when the, Apoſtle ſays, Who 3s 
ſufficient for thoſe things? How many. could 
anſwer confidently they.are; at leaſt 19\their 
own thoughts, though: in.the eſteem . of few 
others. David wzs of another temper; :;.P/al. > 
131. I. Mine heart is nat baughty ,, not mine 
eyes. lofty, neither do I exerciſe my ſelf in great 
matters, nor in things t00 high for me Byt: i 2. 
OOO LIT CHINTT St 


-rowhether:bt ſhall he Sav dar. Bobs:.- 
this is 'a great: deel in that [ſhort Pſalm, 


' that many.may be-4- long. time, learning oy. 


Heart, though eaſe by'Head. 

2, tnadventuring: \YPON Fompunions and. 
occaſions 'ofſin-i1: Peter's Confidence. carried 
hinrto the HighPrieſts Hall, and;there he de-. 


nied/Chrift; .. Inſuch Caſes a Man hould Con-. 
ſider his own Sttength, and eſpecially God's. 


Catl and 'Condutt;;When good-men,fall. into 
Sin,” it's uſually either from remilſneſs, when 


a Spirit of Slumber. ſeaſeth- onthem,. or from: ---- 
carnal confidence ,/-preſuming. beyond their  * 
attainments. We: pray leadus yot -jnto. temptas , 


tion, and yet lead'our ſelves 1 int9 them. 
3: In bearing. the Croſs.,* Here alſo ane 
nceit his-Strength more than-he finds it 


Mirk $3 


3 *; 


in aTryal: .\Perer thought, himſelf fronger Fob Fr 
thanihe was ;- 4bough all, for/ake, 'yer. not.-1, 43% 37 


will aye mith, nd f * for thee; 5 and {o threw him-: 


ſelf into the Seas;, chad not. his. Saviour. boen ; 
thereand help'd, he had Periſh'd. -.$o-ſhould: - 
wet many a:Storm' and: :Tryals {407 all! our, 
Strerigthiaad: Grace, receiv'd, and attain'd,,;if © 


not ſupported immediately by Divine Power: Prov. 24. 
Howmany firid, ;by their fainting 1 in a day of 10. 

| Adverſity,; that:their Strength is. ſmall, which, 

they thought before [great. - Many bold, and: 
 boaſting'in Peace, and Calm, that, tremble in 


2 Battle, or Storm. 


11:2. :But, eſpecia}ly:I ſhall handle it here, As- 


miſtaking'aboyt. the. truth of ; Grace, . about: 
Mens SpiritusliState' 2nd Condition. A Man 


Lo. 


=_y think thatheis rais'd from, Death to Life, 
| when , 


& 4 
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it Evert Mans grand Imereſt and Enquiry 
when he is quite dead in Sins and Trefpaſles: 
Fob. $.4:. The'Fews thought themſelves the Chuldran of 
to44 God, when Chriſt told them, they were of 
| their Father the Devil, though they. were the 
Rev. 3» 3- Seed of Abraham, The Chureh of Sardis had 
v.36. 17.4 name that they lived, but they were really! 
dead: And:the Charch of Zaodicea-were ſuch: 
as God would ſpue out of his Mouth, ſuch as. 
God's Soul abhorr'd as' wretched 'and aboimi-: 
_ mable. -You may think'Your. ſelves ſure, of 
Ch.o; 57 Heaven, ah yer be excluded ;" and yet how: 
13" hard is it to Tonvince-fuch v»perfons, - whiltt: 
they. are alive,” til it be toogate ? [n32G 
213. What B'it to-be' nothing 7 2 


. 


- 


© Anſ. 1. More generally.” LOT 
| "1. That is ſaid to be nothing, that 2s nog: 
_ ICor:8:'4-what it is fappoſed to be!7 AniIdol is nothing; i 


'Fhe GoHd 2nd other) materials are ſomething, ; 

In gencre-entis.” But am 1dol\is nothing. 13.0: 

Ifis not God-tis 1dolaters ſuppoſe. They have! 

Pſ.115. 5, Byes, but fee not; Ears but hear nat; as blind; 
eg g and dead #t®they that make thetn, 'and 'thoſer 
x "ag 8 that-truft in 'them. / Hence Idols areJtted 'Va=! 
2 ->inifies and les, & Nihilitares ny, Lev. : 
*726. 1. So that if we appear'tobe . what:wei 

really are not; we .are-and-may he ſaid to be. 

jeſt nothing. Our feigned Prayers, Hypocri-; 

tical Faſts,-Vain-glortous Almes, all our. ſee-. 

- ming, pretended good works are juſtnothing,; 

and God w1ll caſt them back, as:Dung in aur 

Faces, and ſuch a Wretch may'be:ſaid to have: 

done God-no Service all his Life. Gqd will 

ſay, never knew you, that: is, ſuchas youpre-! 

tended to be. | 2. That 


ry 


> Bar, 
< _ > 
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- cumciſion is nothing, whereas ſdme thought it 
| abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation; as,. no 19. 


whether he ſball be Sev d or Loſt, _ 123 
- (2s) That is ſaid to be nothing, which hath : Cor.3. 7. 
not that weight and worth-in at,. which It's 7! and 
thought it had. Thus the Apoſtle faith Cir- ;7. thing, 
I Cor. 7. 


dofibt, many now a dayes prefume on ther 4#s 15.1. 
Baptifine, and their being called Chriſtians : 
Alas ! all this is nothing, unleſs we have the 
Hearts and Lives and Tongues of Chriſtians. 
Not but that Gods Ordinances are of great . 
worth in themſelves, and a real bleſſing to 
them that rightly receive themz but to others 
that are wicked.and continue in thelr fins, its 
juſt nothing. As it may be, better they had xm. g. 4, 
been bort amongſt Heathens, "Turks and Infi- 5, 6. 
dels. What is the Bible, Sermons, Prayers, - 
Sacraments to thoſe that believe not, nor o- 
bey the Word , nor get good by it? all juſt 
nothing, or worſe than nothing. 

2. More particularly, as to thoſe inſtances 


 beforemention'd. * 


t. As to degrees of Grace. A man may 
think he hath attain'd more ſtrength of Grace 
than he hath, ſo that he being ſimply conſi- 
der'd he is' ſomething, yet comparatively to 
what he imagines himſelf, he is nothing. 
Thus all Nations compar'd with God, are ſaid Þ. 40.17. 
to be nothing, becauſe they are as a drop of 
the Bucket to the Ocean, or*a ſmall dult to 
the whoJe World. Many flouriſhing gaudy 
Profeſſours may be juſt nothing, to what they 


S ſezmto the World, and to themſelves. 


2. But he that thinks he hath true Grace, 
and 
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Every'Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry * 


.andhathitnor, is juſt nothing.: He bath not 


{F muchas the root of the matter in him, he- 
1s not the bruiſed Reed; nor ſmoaking Flax ; 
nor hath the leaſt dram of Grace. He hath not 
one ſin pardon'd,nor one Duty or Service good 
and accepted, Poor Wretch;not the leaf .ife 


. *or Breathing,but wholly dead ; not an Eye 0- 


F118 yO Y 4 d 
16, 


pen to ſee the vglineſs of Sin, - or the beauty of 
Holineſs, not a Faith as a grain of Muſtard- 
ſeed. Though 1/a. 58. 2, 3. they diddelight 
ſeemingly to approach: to Gad, ' and did faſt 
and atfli&t their Souls ſo, that they challenge 
God's obſervance and owning; God in the 
5-v.te}ls them to their Faces, that it was not | 
his'Faſt, ſuch as he did chooſe and account 

acceptable : And God elſe-where tells them, 
they had not cry'd to him with their Hearr, 
when they howl'd and .made a great''noiſe, 
ſome returning their ſeem'd to he, bur'not to 


- the moſt High. How many ſeeming great 


jſt. To Il, 
OO. 


and. commendable ſervices were calt te the 
Punghill ? Multitude of Sacrifices, 'Burnt- 
offerings of Rams, Far of fed Beaſts, Blovd 
of Bullocks, Lambs, -and of Hee Goats, ap- 
pearing before God, treading his Courts;Ob- 
lations, Incenſe, new Moons, Sahbaths, cal- 
ling of .Aflemblies, Solemn Meetings,” New 
Modns, appointed Feaſts, ſpreading forth 
the Hands, making many Prayers ; here 15s 
natning mention'd but what God commanded 
and approv'd of ;' here 1s not mention'd' the 
Torn, the Lame, the Blind, the Female; 
iu the Far, the beſt ; and yet becauſe the = 

ons 


en. 134 4. 
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ſons were not really good and fincere and pure 


that did allthis ; how-many expreſſions have 


you to.ſhew God's abhorrence and indignati- 
on, as if it were againſt Swearing, and Drun- 
kenneſs, To what purpoſe is it, that is, to none 


- at all, you looſe your pains and time. I am 


Full of them, that 1s, ſo to loath them and caſt 
them out. / delight nor in them, there is a Met- 


oſis.. 1 abhorre them, who hath required this, - 


might they not have anſwer'd, Zora, thou haſt 
commandeg it, Ay, but not from ſuch Perſons. 


God ſays elſe-where, What haſt thou to do to T[.50. 16, 


take my name mto thy Houth, They are all vain, 


net only empty and unprofitable, but they are an - 


abomination to me, 1 cannot away with them , it 
zs Tniquity, you think, it Righteonſneſs and Good- 
neſs, why it's abominable wickedneſs, My Soul 
bateth them, that expreſſeth the greateſt- in- 
Uignation and abhotrrence ; may , they are 4 
rrouble unto me, you think you pleaſe me, 1 am 
weary to heaythem. You .hope I will behold and 
ſee, hear and pity, 10, I will hide mine Eyes, and 
ftop mine Ears, Iwill not hear what can be ſaid 
more to convince 4 peofle of their folly and mi-., 
ſtake in deceiving themſelves this way. Should 
one ſay 'to ſome, your ſwearing and curſing, 
and drunkenneſs, and uncleanneſs is an abo- 
mination to God ; or your Idleneſs and Pride 
and Covetouſneſs God's Soul abhorrs, they 
may believe us; hut: ſhould we fay; your 
Preaching, your hearing many Sermons, your 
Prayers, your Sacrainents, are an abomination 
tothe Lord, he is weary to hear then, be 

des 
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hides hisEyes, - he will not hear you; how an- 
gry: would thany 'be ? What more horrid 
than Murder? *"more contemptible [than a 
-Dogs Neck ? eſpecially if offer'd to God; 
-what more abominable than Idolatry? nay, 
than bleſſing an Idol ? what more provoking, 
than offering Swines Blood -to God ? which 
- was anabomination to the Fews themſelves. 
And yet the Prophet from God tells them 
Ife. 66.3. plainly, that their 'Sacrifices of Oxen and 
Lambs, their Incenſe and all thoſe Seryices 
that God himſelf commanded, were as' per-. 


5 


form'd by them, as abominable as thoſe fins, 


becanſe they were wicked. Solomon tells us, 
that the Sacrifices of the wicked, their Pray- 
ers are an abomination to God. Now, he that 
-thinks he hath Grace, and offers to God what 
is acceptable, having the form of Godlineſs, 


expedts the faving Priviledges of the Saints, 
. will find at laſt that he is not what he ima- 
gin'd himſelf to be, it profiteth him nothing, 
x Cor. 13, 0ly 2 ſounding Braſs and tinkling Cymbal, 
2. make a noiſe and no more. = 
3h. What is it for a man 'to deceive him- {| 
ſelf ? | 
Arſ. A Man deceiveth and impoſeth -upon 
himſelf, when he believes and judgeth of him- 
ſelf otherwiſe. than-the true ſtate of his Caſe 
13 indeed. FS ip 
© This may bemore diſtinQly ſet forth. 
(1.) A Man that deceives himſelf, doth, as | 
it were, ſuſtain a double Perſon, © both the * 
Perſon of a-Deceiver, and the Perſon my 
( . V 2 


f 
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ved.Every Man is ſaid*to be drawn alide, and 


_ enticed by his own Luſt. *Anopt©-, x; Me- Fam. 1.14. 
- Azarfopever as a Fiſh is caught with a bait. 


There are as it were two: parties 'in ſinful 
Man, there. 1s a ſenſual, corrupted, filthy,de-/ 
ceitful part, that takes part with the Devil, 
with Lufts, the World and all Senſualities, 
and all this 1s to ſatisfie and gratifie the Body, 
and the ſenſual corrupted Soul ; Then there is 
a part that is capable of enjoying much good, 
real, ſpiritual, everlaſting Good and Happi- 
neſs : Now that other ſenſual part ftrives to 
deprive this of its Happineſs, therefore whe 
the Sinner is Chang'd and Converted, this 
better part gets Lite, ſtruggles for it, and 
{trives againſt the other, By this I underſtand: 
the Fleſh-and the Spirit, and. that conteſt and 
warfare, contending againſt each other; this 
the Apoſtle excellently. deſcribes, Rom. 7. 


11. &c, and ſo takespart with the Spiritual 


part, and ſays, 1's no more 1, but ſia ;, he calls 
the Body the one part, and this 1 my ſelf ver. 
alt. There is a neceſlity, this ſhonld be clear- 
ly and rightly underſtood ;, for the ſame can- 
not be {aid to be properly for and againſt it 
ſelf, therefore they ſuſtain. two Parties. A 
falſe Self, a pretended Self, that is the ſinful 
ſcnſual part, and a real true Self, and that is . 
the true being to be ſay'd or loſt, that is ca- 
pable of unſpeakable and everlaſting Happi- 


neſs. The carnal mind, 1s in the Original xgn. 8. 7. 


g"oinue Tis cap 9} the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, that 
is cunning.and politick todecelye, 6 
5 2, He 


19 Every Mans Grand Intereſt and Enquiry ij 
z. He'carries the matter as Cheats' and.Se- ** 
ducers uſe todo , what they do to beguile | 
others, the like he doth, to deceive himſelf, . *$* 
© the ſame not us'd here, as the Apoſtle uſeth.- . 
for Deceivers, peerava' ras, Tit. 1. 10. SedB3. 
cers are deſervedly branded, and moſt cry out 
againſt Cheats and Deceivers , let it be in 
Goods, or Words, or Religion; all ſeem to 
abhorr Diſſemblers and Lyars, and falſe 
Dealers; but how many ſpeak againſt them, 
who are the moſt dangerous Seducers to them- 
ſelves ? they deceive and are deceived, 2:77. 
2:13. | 
(1.) A Deceiver will bring ſome ſhew-or 
eolour of reafon for what te faith , which is 
indeed but meer Sophiſtry. So a MarFputs 
Fallacies upon himſelf. Fam. 1. 22. r#henoye- 
Ciuerer feviris they falſly ſyNogize : Hearers of 
the Word ſhall be ſfav'd, I hear the word con- 
ſtantly, therefore I ſhall be fav'd : No, ſays > 
the Apoſtle, you impoſe on your ſelves , unleſs 
you are doers of the word alfo,you cannot be ſav'd. 
Decelvers commend what they offer you as , 
good, when it.s naught ; you judge or hope all 
is well, when. it's not ſo. 
- 2. Deceivers make large but falſe-promi- 
| ſes. . As Abſalom, ſo do Men what they would 
1 Sem.15, dn ſuch places, in ſycha condition. If the 
3 poor Man were ric,how bountiful, and cha- 
| Titable he would be; if the Laboyrer had e- 
nough to live without ſweating and moyling 
_ forthe Earth, how he would read and. pray. 
How many promiſe,if live to ſuch years, what 
» | Perſons 


Whatever God ſays on:the word, .& minw,, We 
OY 
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*" Perſons they will be, and thus deceive.thetn- 


ſelvey from time to time, and never cometo a 
ſet time. ' Have you not the old wicked Hearts, 


Tongues, Lives you had twenty years ago. 
. "The Devil hath you faſt enough, as long as 


you are ſatisfied with bare Promiſes and Re- 
ſolutions for the future. If you will be wicked 
and Idle, and vain to day, and this4veek, you 
may reſolve to be goqd next . year, or ten 
years hence ? Have you not perceiv'd this: de+ 
ccit in your ſelves a long time, and-ſeen, and 
heard it in others, that cry out on their death- 


. Beds, | they have loſt all their time, and are un- 


done? I doubt not but there are many in 
Hell, that did reſolve on-Earth to repent and 
turn before they dye, and go. to Heaven; ; or 
elſe theſe Sinners promyſe themſelyes: Peace, 


Security and Happineſs, though they go on 


in'thetr.ſins, and live and'dye as they- are. 


they curſe, he blefſeth himſelf, and fays, 77. 
ſhall have peace, though I add drunkenneſs to 
rhirſft , nay, they fhalt cry peace and ſafety, to 1 
themſelves upon the very brink of deſtrudgion.. | . +3 

:3.:Deceivers uſe: flattering Speeches, -by 


good Words; and fair Speeches deceive -How #7. 16. 


{mooth, ſoft, kind, and tender are the moſt 18. 
to themſelves; nay ;yadmire, applaud, and 


"comment themſelve&Pteake all occaſions/n 


Company to ſpeak ſomewhat of their-own 
good works. It's byrthenſome to. be in the 
company of ſome that you ſball hear-little but; 
what is againſt others ,. and for"themſelves,: 

: C4 when 
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| whenothers loath'tliem forit ; however they 
A 30.10, pleaſtand deceive themſelves, as they: would 
havethem do te you. not: ſee. what. is right 
muthem ' and amiſs, but Prophecy ſmooth 
things; ſo they deal with rains; and go 
ont'of the right good _ 2 
- Moſt Men are; ver angry. ifa Cheat be 
put, uport them by. others , though it .be. in 
ſmall-trifling things; about Meat;, Money, 
Cloathing,' or Cattle'z-but - how-many allow 
of Self-deceiving, though i it:be cheating them 
of 'the greateſt, the -moſt neceſfary things, 
chear themſelves of . God, 'and Chriſt, and . 
Heaven, and their.own Souls. | 
But how is-it poſſible for. Men'to be i{o mad; 
ſo raſh and fooliſh; and beſotted, as to deceive 
thetnſelves ; "ordinarily it comes to P8363 and 
1s effezted, ' * 
-'7, From Self-Deceiving Principles. 2. Me: 
diums. 3. Concluſions 
- 1. From Self-Devtiving Principles. Imean 
principia incomplexn. \ The whole:entire frame 
© . of corrupt Nature; as i6-ſtands.in. oppoſition 
- to the Primitive Integrity and Righteouſneſs; . 
in'which Man was:at firſt created, God made. 
DAY Meniupright, Eccleſ. 7: 29. wv relfo'3 fortars 
EF: fs plain and fimaple-without twiſtings, and 
indings, and .cvaſions,. which the Serpent, 


aid Sint brovghtintothe World;-andit's faſt- 

| ned in'corrupted Natore ; hence the old Man 

| Epbe4. 22. 3s: corrupted; according to deceitful Lufts, 
and therefore the Man muſt be made new, be» 


roes this WHI be-got out: Every linful unre- 
generate 
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generate - Man deceives 'himſelf.. D is Mark, 7, 
Do 


reckon'd amongſt the fiaful prodycti 
Heart, unregenerate Men hold faſt deg ee 
8. 5. you may as ſoon get off their Skins, 8 

out their Hearts, .nay ſooner than. get qut.t ' 


. Deceit.; it's not only. rooted .apd.-grounded® 


there, hut it's almoſt the very Nature and.Can- 
ſtitution of a Sinner. He does: nothing. elſe 
from morning to-night, from. the nega Bin 


of his Life to.the end,but-cheat,ruine him{ly; 
he puts acheat.upon, hiamfcl£ in all he thinks, - 
,ſpeaks,! and does," in ail he enjoys',,or!;hapss 


or, or fears... The Heart is: deceitful ;abo! 


all thi gs,/no ſuch cheat hall the Worl FT: 17.9, 
_noſuc genetal univerſal cheat, as;to; $ubjecs Io. 

and Objects;;:all Perſons wikeand rich, poor 
.and fooliſh,- young and.,o1d,; high and: low, 


cheated: by: thus, and-in al watters, bulinefs, 
and concerns. > 'No Cheater to cunning: gloſc 
and inward; fo fair-and: ſmooth, and ſogrofs 
and open.'as-:this Dectiver.;; Men: ſhall, be 
Cheated withitheir Eyes wideopen, Row r, laft. 
knowing the Judgement of .God,''yet g0-0n. 
None cheated fo willingly.and cafily., others 
(quartwel and are angry ,- but theſe well ptcas'd 
and like. it; none cheatedotſuch great and 
good things,.and have ſuch. truſt, ſach trafles, 
ſuch poyſon, ſuch wrathinſbead of it...:; 1, 

This corrupt wicked-heart and-nature fe 
covers it felf upon every. turn --, 

x. Inttranſations with God... What bar- 


rible colluſion do. many.\uſe,- to 'deceive Agg G2. 6. 7: 


mock him if it-were — 4 Men -will--at+ 
tempt 
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© - tempt it, though they know God's all-ſeeing | 
Eye Is upon them , and pothipg can be hid 
from his ſight ; yet how little do the moſt re- 
gard or ſtand in awe of God ; care nqt how 
they pray or hear, ſo as Men do not know. 
their hearts and thoughts z never [go into- 
their Cloſets, becauſe none but God 1s there, 
Mat.6. 1. atleaſt trifle there. This dreadful 
abhorr'd Hypocriſy that God is angry with, 
.how common in every Heart. Herod preten- 
ded his deſire and intention was to worſhip 
Chriſt, which he usd only.as an Artifice, that 
he might find him out, and murder him. What 
ſolemn profeſſions did - they make, er. 42. 
5, 6. appeal to God that he ſhould be witneſs, 
that they would do all God commanded, whe- 
ther hard or eaſie, when they moſt vilely dif- 
_— ver. 20. oy and did not obey b _ 
at-laſt ſay plainly, Chap. 44. 16; 17. that they 
would morheaiien to Got and the Prophet, 
but do what they pleaſe themſelves. : God 
Fpeaks of ſome that did flatter him with their 
Lips, Pſal78. 34, 353.36, 37. and: that. E- 
phraim did incompaſs him about with lies and 
deceit'; as many. Lyes as Prayers. ' Now all 
this while theſe poor Wretches deceive them- 
. ſelves, and not God ; he ſays, -be nor deceived, - 
God is not mocked: © Bruitiſh Sinners and Fools, 
P[.94. 8:30 Fe that planted the Ear, ſhall he not bear, he that 
?7* , formedtheeye, ſball heinot ſee? Yes, yes, the 
© _ Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are 
' = 2a#ity, Read but-P/al.'1 39; and'conſfider whe- 
ther any place, Perſon, or any thing in them 
WII9 St 289 Jo 6-5 can 
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can be hid from God : And yet Sinners 
are ſtill playing their fooliſh tricks, and 
think to impoſe upon God. EONAE 
2. In their dealings with other men, 
they are falſe and deceitful, P/al. 12, 1, 2. 
Men with. their Neighbours ſpeak with flat- 
tering Lips, and a double Heart. Few, very ... 
few are real and plain Hearted to- one another. 
Molt put the cheat upon others, ſpeak fairer ;y,. i fix 
and ſmoather than they mean. You can ſcarce *rwas ſaid 
know Mens Minds by their words, their loquere ut 


Tongues are fo far from their Heart. There te patngy 
Ee 


A . N0Ww ut non 
but ſome make it their whole buſineſs to videans;. 


cheat, diſſemble and lye. Very little honeſt 
dealing intrudes, Men have all a deſign 
upon one another. 

All Mens deſign and. endeavour is to 
get what they can-from others, and boaſt 
when they have got a great Bargain, that 
is, have given leſs than the Commodity is 
worth ; falſe Meaſures, falſe Eallances, de- 
ceits ; many great lies to make up the 
Weight and Worth that 1s wanting. Now 
all this] while, theſe know not, yet they 
cheat themſclves moſt, | ; 

- 3., In baffling your own Souls. In all » 
that is ſaid before, in attempting to im- . 
poſe upon God, and cheating others, they 
do but wound and wrong themſelves. He 4." 
that ſins agamſt God doth but mrong his own pro, g.joft.. 
Soul. They ſhoot up' their Terrours againſt 1 
Heaven, but they fall dawn on their own 
1:5 are x heads, 
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heads, and faſten their envenom'd Poyſon'd 
tops: into their own Hearts. But theſe do 
induſtriouſly, immediately, -and direCtly ſet 
themſelves againſt themſelves ; flatter and 
cry peace to their Souls in. a way of fin, 
when God, nor the Word , when their 
Lives nor their Conſciences ſpeak not Peace: 
Yet will theſe ſay, Soul take thine eaſe, 
Fat, Drink and be Merry, all is well. 
Thoſe Souls, if they ſhould be heard cry 
for Bread ; Bread of Life, theſe give them 
neither Bread, nor what will fatisfie z nay, 
give them Stones, and Poyſon,and Scorpions, 
Say-, why doſt thou complain, thou art 
Rich. and needeft nothing, when. the Soul, 


fays, this I need the more; I need Pardon, 


Prayer, Repentance, Faith ; Chriſt nor Soul 
[ am not art leaſure to hearken to thy Call 
and Cravings ;'I have a Body that craves, 
and gripes and pinches, if I labour not, - 
and get Bread, and' this work and way I 
like; but I like not the way nor the work 
wherein I muſt get Nouriſhment for. th 

I will Hear 'and Read, and Pray. ſome- 
times, .if ſome ſhells and fhadows will 
ſatisfie my longings3 but I can't ſet to - 
fuch ſerious, ſolemn, Heart-ſearching Work; 
the Carnal Mind cannot pleaſe God, fdL 
God his ways pleaſe it.” © Be quiet, and 
M4ll,-T- ſhall haye Peace though I walk in 
this courſe of Sin. | | | 


_ ©"'Setondly, 
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© Secondly, by ſelf-deceving/Mediums cheat | 
themſelves. We, know that. the. figure .or 
'colour of the Objeft may. be miſ-repre- 


ſented through the unfitneſs, of the Me- 


dium. A ftrait Stick pur, into the Water 
"ſeems crooked, becauſe of the inequality 
"of 'the Medium. If we look, through a 
Red or Green Glaſs, all things ſeem to 


be of. the ſame Colour.; . Artificial Glaſſes 
Repreſent things bigger or leſs, more 


Beautiful or Deformed then they are in 


themſelves. Many axe deceived about their 
Spiritual Eſtate, by .armihg their Souls 
and their Actions ,.in lying, and delufive 
Glaſles. E, Gr... | RE: | 

I. There is the falſe ' Glaſs of ſelf- 


on of £4 © 
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nothing, 
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him, ſo he will not. think: himſelf to w | 
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2. By Aſſuming and Arrogating to him- 
ſelf * thaty,good , which in- truth doth not 
belong to him , 'and fo. he. thinks himſelf, 
though falſely, ro be ſomething. X 
_ 3. 'By contriving and pulling' in all, to 
ſatisfic and pleaſe the ſinfulland fleſhly parr. 
4. And by croffing, denying and hindring 
what will promate the Spiritual and Eternal 

ood 


(1. Self-Love will not permit a Man to 
believe that he is ſo bad, as indeed he is, 
will appear in Two Inſtances. 

x. With -reſpe& to the inward frame of 
his Heart, : 

2. His outward Aﬀtions, which proceed. 
from his corrupt Principle. 


1. With reſpe&t to the inward Principle 
and Frame of his Heart unrenewed; It's 
impoſſible ( until God take-the Work into 
his hands,) .to convince an unregenerate 
Perſon, that his Heart is bad by Nature, 
as the Scripture affirms it to be, That 

' it hath no good in it, Rem. 7.18. He 
thinks .he hath many good Motions and 
AﬀeCctions, that it's full of exmity againſt . 
God and' all that is good. Ram. 8.7. He 
finds that he Loves God, and loves much 
Good , - though not all. All that. can. be 

| faid to convinee them , will. but enrage 
them, and they are incens'd againſt ſuch 
ſuggeſtion; When El/iſpa told Hazael of his 
Barbarous/ and. bloody Heart, he ſeems 

| -- abhor 


\ 


= 


abhor. it. 2 Kings, 8. 12, 13. [s thy Servant 
4 Dog, tell ſuch things to Ravenous Beaſts 
nd Monfters; what ! 4aſp Children, rip up 
Women , God forbid; -1- doubt not but he 
ſPake- them really. as he thought. All the 
Prophet Anſwers; Thou ſhalt be King over 
Syria, thow ſhalt have Power, Provogation 
and Temptation, and then ſce' what thy 
wicked Heart will do, 1 doubt nor, ſhould 
one- have told Zxdss that he would betray 
his Mafter with a Kiſs, ſell his Lord for 
Thirty. Pence, he. would fioutly have de- 
nied it, Peter did not know how much 
Corruption - was in his Nature lefr, that 


Sinned ſo fouly, . and deny'd his Maſter ſo 


grofly, with Execrations and Damonings ; 
but Chriſt knew before-hand.. . Little did 
David: think whither a glance of his Eye 
would lead him to Adultery, . Diſſembling, 
Murder, lying in the. Sin, ſome think near 
a Twelve-Month., How is it then with 
poor yn-converted Sinners that ;have no 
Light to diſcern this evil? Now becauſe 
they can't ſee this, they can'c Repent, 


\ nor bewail, . nor ftrive: againſt ir, and ſo 


are deceiv'd, and -undofle. | 3 

2, With reſpeCt to the outward aflions, 
though-notorious and groſs, yet have Men 
Nights and. ſubrerfuges to' deceive them- 
ſelves. E. Gr. 

1. By denying-the Fact, thouga never 
ſo, Guilty, known. to themſelves, if not 
to many abqut them,. yet ſtoutly __ 

= 
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. Prov. 20. "The filthy Hatlot 'eaterh 1d" wipeth: ber 
20. Month, ſaith I have done no wickedneſs. 
Sce Gehazs, I have been no where; How 

2 King, boldly do Sinners ſpeak to God: and: his 
6, 25. Prophets, and deny what is laid to their 
Chage * God ſays , al. 1. 7. Ye have 

offer'd Polluted Bread : They anſwer, 
Wherein have we Polluted thee? God 

ſays, Chap. 2 laſt, Tow -have' wearyed me 

with 'your' Cries: They anſwer,  Wherein 

have we Wearied thee? -God ſays, Chap... 

Will a 11an Rob God ?' Te have: Robbed. me. 

They Anfwer, W herein have :'we Robbed 

thee ?- They" put God ro prove his' Charge 

againſt them. Again''t3:v. Their words 

have been ffout againſt me ; yet-theyiſay; * 

what have' we ſpoken ſo much againſt 

thee ?'' Alaſs Sinners,' our boldneſs and de- 

Dying will not ' clear -us, 'or bring us off; 

this may do amongſt Men, not with God. 

You tind they think'to anſwer GogSbvldly 

at the Laſt Day. Mat. 25. 42.6 Whey 

ſaw we. thet Naked or ' Sith; and not Cloathed 

and Viſited thee. e FUL? Js * 2 BB: 20 det 

2: By putting fair colovirs' on- the fonleſt 
Iſe. . 20. PRattices,as by co__ things by other names, 
| as Good Evil; ay, and Evil Good, as/calting -. 
Drunkennefſs good 'Fellowſhip, Idleneſs and.:, 
Sloth, and nnlawful Games, mnocent Recre- --\ 
ation and Refreſhment ; ſhould we anſ{wer-all/ 
thoſe as we, paſs along, andask you what fo 
.great work have you-done, that you need this 
Diverſion and Refreſhment] calling —_—_ 
gh neſs, 
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neſs, and Earthly-mindednefs, honeft thrif- 
tineſs, and taking cate 'of the Family, and 
not be worſe than 'an Infidel :; call : Carnal 
Sinful compliance with evil Cuſtoms, Faſhi- 
onsz:'Company and Times, only Chriſtian 
Prudence and Peaceableneſs. Men haye got a 
new! Name for every..Vice; now is it any 
thing the better for me, when .I amdrink- 
ing dowwa Cup of deadly-Poyſon, and others 
ſay, Take heed, and you reply, ir'san inno- 
cent Cordial, or it's but a- Cup. of harmleſs 
Water : : Qur:names of things do not change 
thenature of them; | F could give- you many 
Inftances.' What though Saul pleaded hard 
and ccarnelſtly, 1 Sam. 15. What good words, 
v.13. Blefſed art thou of the Lord, I have per- 
farm d'the commandment of the Lord, Ay , ſaid 
Samnel, v.14. What menneth'theu the bleating 
of the ſheep, and lowivg of rhe Oxen. Then Sal 
tries another way, w. '1 5. *Twas the people, 
andithey ſpar'd the beft, and that is to Sadifice 
0:thy God, Samuel ard the reſt are deſtroyed, 
and that utterly. Ay, but Saxl, all this will 
not:;do:;- No, no, thou didſt, fly . upon the 
Spoil, 'v.: 19. Saul ſtill ſtood to'.ir, That 
he had. done all well. v. 20. No, no, Sa, 
vi 22, 23. this wilt :not make. amends for 
thy Wickedneſs: arid Diſobedience, all good: 
Words and 'Sacrifices are rejected ; Well, 
Saul - Confelleth, : and Excuſeth, and: : begs 
Pardon. 24, 25- DVay, ſaid Sammel, God hath 
Rejeftedithee. v.26. No, Saul thy Heart is 
not right with God.' v. 28. My Dear Friends, 

9vd plcals 
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pleaſe not- your ſelves with fair pretences, 
all good Words and Names will. not cure 
a bad Heart and fowl Aftions, _ 

Thirdly, by Extenuations. Groſs Sin 
are ſhrunk into Venial Slips, Enormities 
muſt paſs for Infirmities. As of Zoar, is 
1t not a little one? and as Jonathan, I have 
raſted a little Honey, and muſt I dye? My. 
Sins are not ſo many nor ſo great; 
beſides my. Temptations are ſach I can't 
help- it; 1 have a bad Nature, ' apt tobe 
paſhonate and froward, of an hot: conſti- 
rution and muſt Drink; I am weak and 
ſick, and can't Work; 1 am unlearned, 
and can't Read and Pray; And thus many 
ways do all Sinners excuſe, and lefſen 
their Faults ;'and inſtead of Sorrow and 
Amendmeyt, they plead for them, or not 
againſt them; they will caſt the blame cn 
orhers, as Adam on Eve, and Eve onthe 
Devil, but for all that they both ſuſfer'd 
deeply : Some caſt it on rhe Muſes 3 it's 
true, they may negleC(t.ro give warning: 
and ſpeak ' plainly, and your Blood may 
be requir'd of their hands; ay, but for 

Ezck.3.18 all that: you ſhall -dye in your Sins. . What 
ſhall be ſaid or done 'to convince the moſt 

of this horrid groſs ſelf-tndoing deceit ? 

Many ſay ,, my Parents bred me not to 
Learnibg had they not put you to work and. 

Trade, would yau therefore ſtand, and fay, 

1 will not Labour. . Men are-:not- ſo. 

cality cheated about the matrers of ;this 

| | world, 
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World, and the things of this ſhorr frail 
Life. 

Secondly , Self-Love will perſwade a 
Man to Arrogate to himſelf that good, 
which he hath no Title to, or to mag- 


nifie every thing beyond its due bounds, 


which hath the beſt appearance of good 
in him: You ſee what Love to Friends, 
Relations ,* any that are kind and boun- 
tifall co them, will make them ſpeak for 
them, cry them up beyond their deſerts, 
and- beyond all what their Neighbours 
know ; it may. be they know much to the 


contrary : Thus the filly fond*ſinful Wrerch 


fancies. great matrers, and admires him- 
felf for little or nothing. E. Gr. - 

A Man may think himſelf a ſound 
Chriſtian, a ſincere Convert, becauſe he 
hath Read the' Nature of true Converſion, 
becauſe he knows there muſt be Faith, Re. 
pentance, hatred of Sin, Love to God, &c. 
but never confiders how either of theſe 
appear to be. in him. He miftakes the 
Piture and Connterfeit of Grace, for thar 
which is real; as when a Man takes up 
falſe notions of Faith, yet he btlieves a 
God, ſo do the Devils, and tremble too; 
He believes Chriſt came into the- World 
to fave Sinners; ſo do many that never 
believe- in him, that never Love him, 
cleave ro him, depend upon him, ſubmir 


1 ro him as their dear Hasband, Head and 
Saviour, as their: King and Lordsz nay 
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3L 


Luke 18, 
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Glory, and; Boaſt 'of 'him': [Thus many 
miſtake Repentance , when 'tis very. far 
from that. 2 Cor..7. 11.: Shewing it ſelf by 
thoſe Gracious Effeas working in; them; 
thar carefullneſs to pleaſe God, that clea- 


' ring themſelves of all Guilc, that Indigna+- 


ytion , againſt Sin and themſelves for it, 
that fear of Sin, and .of , God, that, vehe- 
ment deſire. to pleaſe God, that Zeal for 
his. Glory and againſt Evil, that. Revenge 
againſt” themſelves; And thus appravying 
themſelves -1n all things true Penitents and 
ſincere Converts; What; ſmall 'matters 
content 'the moft, he may. think the :ex-- 
ternal bodily Exerciſe in -Religion; to: be 
enough ; and becauſe: he finds Heart-work 
difficult, wholly reſt in the bare performance 
of Duties, which profits litzle or nothing a® 
all, without .the power of Godlineſs; that 
bears down Sin, breaks thorow. difficulties; 
and reaches .up . to Heaven. How: many; 
Glory: and. boaſt as rhe proud-Phariſee off 
Faſts. and Alms and good; iorks ?: and.yer: 
all xejeted,, Many, think becauſe they. 
are Sober and Innocent, and hurt no body; -. 


- though they. hurt themſelves continually; 


that all is. well. Much avight boſaid hers: 
to convince and undeceive, were it proper? 
to this Head. Not only: the Tree that 
brings forth bad. Fruit, bat the, Tree that' 


brings forth not good- Fruit ;- muſt. be hewn 


down, and caſt into the Fire : Natonly'the: 


Wicked Servant, that waſts his Maſters 
| | : - Tmwnt 


| 


. reed 5 10% & . w $4. \ * . k "ip 
Talent in Ryoting, and. Drunkenneſs, and 


*# *#— + 


eridugh,, not only, not to Swear or Curſe, 
or” . ſpe#k filthy © or. propbanely 'with' my 
Tongue” but do 1. praiſe Ged with" my- 
Tdngue ,* and ſpeak' tothe! edifying of '6- 
thers, "that the Ear which hears me, *may 
blefs me; ©,S6 nay 1: inftatice*in all other 
Thins POET TN OS 
05 -Andrtier *falfe *Gfaſs.' ' Men deceive 
themſelves, when they. view their Spiritual 


- 


State 'rhrolugh "the Glaſs" of. ot het Mens 
Opinidts of therh.- Ari. Hypocrite' 2pplauds 
hirz/&f-in the eſteem which he finds with 
orhers}" This "the Texr expreſferh, by, Ye= 
joycing” in” another. , John 7. 47, 48, 49: 
Haw” any of the” Rulers or Phariſees belie jed 
1 hiw?” Ye are deccived, 'ye are Accurſed. 


Tt us*Men 'readily paſs" Sentence accort " 
& che" Noife © and Applanſe of the Woftd, 
Now''this' muſt" needs, be very falſe” at 
teaft x doubtful, and "uncertain Repreſenia- 


- fi,” "How. 'is it poſſible © for -gthefs: ro 


. , 


now Their Hearts; they hear their Words, 
if 


ſee their * Actions, anitif may be nor mar) 
of thern, ar left chem that conceal and hide 


"the wicomely' parts; yol. cover your De- 


formiries, and appear 1n. the beſt 'Dreſs rs 
che' World, and they know not your Defires, 
OE oF T0 | © your 
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your Aims,, your Ends, your. Doyn-lying, 
your Up-riſing, what you Loye. or what 
you .'Eat. Somecimes they applaud. you, 
for thar God may abhor you., , How plain 
is that tothe Scribes and Phariſces, Luke 
IG. 15... Te are ;they which juſtifie their 
felves, amongſt Men, but God knows their 
Hearts; for oftentimes,. that which # highly 
eftcem'd amongſt Mev, is an _Abowination it 
the, fight of God, That we may be thought 
great Devotion, Stridtneſs -and Severity 
God . may know and abhor for. Pride and 
Hipocriſie.  . | "IRE 
_..3: A Third falſe. Glaſs. When Men com- 
are themſelves with others whom. they, 
Judge ' much worſe. They are.; apt to 
conclude themſelyes truly and. ſufficiently 
| good, becauſe they are not ſo; bad as 
ſome. others: Thus the Phariſce, / am nec 
ſach a Sinner; nor as the Publican, Thys 
ſeems direftly intended in_ the- Text, 
and intimated again, v. 4. Then: ſhall he. 
have rejoycing in bimſelf, not meerly by, 
comparing.. himſelf. with ' others, . It's a 
weak ' Argument.,for. a Mart to prove him- 
_ ſelf good, becauſe others are yery . bad.; 
What Help or Rdief is ic. to..me, if .they 
mifcary, and I too.;.in Hell they ſhall be 
Hypocrites and unbelievers, as well as 
Drunkards and. Theeves, and Murderers 
Fobn 7.48 304, Fornicators,. _ The Phariſees rais d. the. 
E = 40. repuration of their SanCtity, by vilifying 
Ch. 9. 34. others, This ſwells Men with Pride, and 
| begets 


o 
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begets Cenſoriouſneſs and Bitterneſs, and. is 
apparently a work of the Fleſh, and is Py 


other mens lives a rule for us to walk by, or 4- 
try qur ſelves by. The Apoſtle, ſo good a . 
Man; adviſes them tobe followers of him, f 
no'further than he followed Chriſt; This is 
'the great, common, -and dangerous ſnare. . 
My Neighbours do no more, or not ſo much 
| _ asl, Ice the beft of my Friends and Acquain- 
tance have their failings as well as 1, and (o 
had the Good Men in Scripture. Lfear ſuch 
and ſuch are” not right that 1 know, bur 1 
thank God it's niot ſo with me. Ic may be 
they ſee and think as bad, in and of you, and 
- pleaſe themſelves. 

Falſe Glaſs, when Men compare them- 
Aelves with themſelves, and find that they » cor. 10, 
-have given over the practice of ſome fins 12. 
'which they formerly walked in, and taken 
up the performance of ſome externa! exer- 
ciſes of Religion,” which before they ſlighted 
'orneglected, -they upon this,conclude, thar 
they are found Chriſtians'; | as when the 
Drunkard refrains his intemperate Cups, 
and prays in his Family ,. but Partial Refor= 
mation is conſiſtent with a ſtate of Ungodli- 
neſs, as weſec in Ahab, 1 King. 21. 27. and 
Herod; Mark 6.20. Sin may be left when 
ir's not mortfied, we may be weary of the 
World, before we are wean'd from it. Luſt 
may "ſhifr from one extream to another, Kow 
D 2 2. 22. 
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ſo far frm being a fruit of the Spirit, that it's > L.5. 20, 


ſymptom of Hypocrifie, God never made 24:1, 7. 3, 
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2. 22, thou that abhurreſt Idols, doſt thou com- 
. wif Sacriledge ; fome turn from one 'prodi- 
gality, and exceſs to covetouſneſs ; others 
from a penurious ſcraping Eife to. extrava- . 
gancies and. ſpending. Some, . their Luſts 
leave them as uncleanneſs and rioting, be- 
fore they leave them. © And yet how many 
deceive themſelves with a lirtle-partial.a- 
: mendment without any real, thorow, and , 
4 quaterus yniverſal change. Do not hate. ſin as fn, 
_ and ſo hate every fin ; as he that: hates a 
ſequentia, Toad , as a Toad hates every . Toad, the 
nearer it comes to him, to. his : boſom, : the 
- More ſtart from and cry our againſt it.” :A 
Swine may be in a clean Paſture, yer the 
nature is not chang'd, but it gets to the 
Mire, and-will wallow in it again. Where 
this real change is, its from a'Lion to a 
Lamb, an heart of Stone made an heart of 
1 Cor.6.9, Fleſh: all old things are done away, and all - 
oY things become new ; (uch were ſome of you; byt 
yon are waſted, but ye are ſantiified, but;ye 
are juſtify d in C brift and by the Spirit; clean- 
ſed fromall filthineſs of Fleſh:and Spirit, and- 
ſanCtify'd throughout in Body, Soul and Spi- 
rit. Wy | wh 
3ly. Self-deceiving Concluſions, when 
Men put fallacies on themſelves. , 
This may be done two ways. 
1. When the Propoſition they lay down 1s - 
true, bur the-afſumption is falſe, or , they 
draw. inconſequent Inferences from true Pro- 
poſitions, bur-ftilt the concluſion is falſe. 
| 2. When 


RW & 
by; 
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2. When they build on falſe propoſitions, 1 
_ they. were true. 

:When the Propoſition is true, bur the S. 
Aſſumption i is falſe. e, gr. x 
He that believes ſha!l be ſaved, obn 3.18; lO 
Atts 16.31. and then aſſume, but [ believe, 
and conclude therefore I ſhall be ſaved. 
The promiſe is moſt true , but many err in 
the application as to themſelves, when they; 
are really deſtitute of that: faving lively 
working Faith, to which the promiſe is made. 
Now would Men take pains, to ſearch whar 
manner af Faith that is, which is ſowing : 
-A Faith that worketh by Love, a Faith that ;1., MET 
- makesthings abſent really preſent ; ſuch rc- 

_ .ceive Chriſt as King, Prieſt and Propher, A8 7ohn 1.42. 
. your Head and Husband, as your Life and 
Salvation, as your All, and receive power to 
become the Sons of God; ; that is to Love, 
Honour and Fear God as.your Father, and 
are made like unto him; and then on the 0- 
ther hand would they bring their Faith to 
this Touch-ftone and Tryal, they might find 
-it- nothing: ſo, but Preſumpfion and Delufion. 

-So for Prayer,” Rm. 10.13. Whoſoever ſoall 

Call onthe name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved ; but 

I pray daily; therefore I ſhall beſaved : Bur 

then ; ſearch what Prayer it is that is well. 

pleaſing ' ro God, and God to the Soul. Ir 

muſt be ſincere and fervent, and of the Righ- 

.teous, Pray, and not faint, Pray with. the 

whole, heart, not regard 1 iniquity in the hearr, 

PR 29.12. Te 4 ca/l' and pray, aud { will 
D 3 hearkey ;, 
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ſay they will not obey. 


Godly and ſhall be fav'd; for neither one, 


hearken; but miſtake me not; 'it's not:any 
kind of Praying. v. 13 Te (ball:ſeth ime and 

fnd me, when ou ſhall ſearch for me with all 
orr heart, b, 1901! 

2. When Men lay down that for truth in 
the main Propoſition, whichis indeed falſe; 
and then the ground-work failing, what ſo- 
ever is built upon it muſt needs fall. when 
Men make thoſe Characgers and Marks of 


_ Gods Children, which God made not fo, nor 


will-own. Thus Men thorow' wilful -igno- 
rance, ſloth, and inconfideration , will run 
themſelves into deftruſtion , fay God and 
his word never ſo much,nor ſo plainly againſt 
it, Men are not ſo groſs, as to declare, 
they will run to Hell, and nothearken to 


| God; though ſome are ſo bold and impudent, 


as todeclare againſt Gods Commands, and 
Yet 'others are 
more modeſt and cunning, and will pretend 
ſomewhat for their floth and finfull condition, - 
and hope, ar leaſt pretend, all will be well, 
though they ſcarce believe it themſelves. ©. 
Thar ſuch as live under the Goſpel, are 
Baprtiz'd, own God, and Chriſt, and the 
Word, hear: the word , receive the Lords 
Sppper. read the Bible, Pray in their Families, 
ſhall be ſav'd : But I am the perſon, there- 


fore I ſhall be ſav'd. Here the Aſſumption : _ | | 


may be true, and yet the Conclufion' may be 


| falſe, becauſe the firſt Propoſition gives a 


very imperfect Character of one that is truly 


nor 
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nor. all theſe things rogerher make Up the 
deſcription; of a truly Godly perſon. Theſe 
are, great external Priviledges, but. you 
ſcarce believe ſo of many that you know, . 
whoenjoy all theſe that you judge are Cove- 
tous, Proud, Biſterous, ,.Falſe, Wanton, 
and what not. What think you of /udas, 
and many others ; many hearers of the Pro- 
phets. Ezek. 33. 31.32. Iſai 5, 8.2, 3. and 
many Followers of Chriſt and the Apoſtles. 
"The Word tells you plainly, they were nor 
all 1/rae! that were of 1ſrae!. APE 
2. Prop. That ſuch as proſper in the World | 
are beloved of God with ſaving Love; buc = 
I proſper, therefore. The [Afſumprion. ma 
be true, yet the Propoſition is falſe , and ſo 
.may the concluſion be alfo, . Becapſe ſuch, as 
; are hated of God may proſper in, the Warlg. - 
'How many think ſtirely,, God doth not hate 7/37. 
me, ſoastocaſtme off. I go on, and; pro- F973: 
ſper, and wrong no body, though I do-not," 
Pray and read, and repent, and diſcourſe £4jicitate 
_ Godlily as others, This Conclafion is falſly peccan- 
drawn, Pſal: 53.21. Theſe things haſt. thou tum 
done, or not done otherwiſe as I commanded, .. -.-- 
and I kept filence,therefore thou thoughte#t. 1 
was altogether ſuch a one as thy ſelf, as if 1 
lik:d thy courſe. But thou art deceivd, and 
that thow (halt ſoon know when TI reprove,. or 
ſeverely puniſh-thee, and ſet all thy ſins in or- 
: der before thine Eyes, not one forgotten ; 
. therefore take the advice, v 21. Now confj- 
der this, leaſt thou be utterly deftroy'd. So 
: Ecclef. 
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Heb. filled. , 


Adat. 18. 
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Keck. $. LI, Becauſe Sentence grin. an 
toll © work 1s not exe + ht Sperdil ; becauſe 
'Goddoth'not Retike d& lown the runkard on 
the'Ale-bench,'quafting and. ſwearing, _ nor 
ſtrike the prayerle 3 wretch dead, as © gocs 
into his Bed of floth and ſecujiry ; » therefore 
your Heart is fully ſet, or carried with full 
Sail, as the 70 underſtand i it, Oh as. ſome, is 
*bold* and 'preſumf 'tuous 3 that there Is no 
danger. Ay, . but 12. x3. v. it's their miſtake, 
though hedoes. evil an hundred. times, and 
his days continued, yet it ſhall not be well 
with him, . nor ſhall he prolong his days;that 
1s vety long, it's but a ſhadow, But ſhould 
he. live an handred years quiet in fin, he 
Thall dye accurs'd, men may be preſerv 'd 

, and deliver'd: out of great Troubles, and 
yet not ſav'd from Hell., That was bur a 
Reprieve and | Temporary deliverance, and 
pardon of thar ynimerciful Servant? 

They rhat have been long, and ſorely 
attlicted,, are in a likely way to be. fav'd 
from wrath in the life to come; but I 


am Poor ,. or full of Pain, or croſt in the = 
12.26.10; World many days,. and therefore. I hope: 


.God, will p pity and fave me. Thus Sinners 


abuſe Gods- dealings every, way; if. they 
proſper ahd live long, then_they- preſume. 


and "abuſe his forbearance and. bounty ; -. | 


if God ftrikes 'them' and croſſeth them,” 


then they. murmure or hope that's all, and 


"it's as much as your ſins deſerve. It's 
Frucs afllitions are ordinarily attendants 


ON 


\ pbether he fhall be Sav'd or Loſt. 


on Gods Children in this Life, God loveth ze.12.5. 


them', and deals with them as Sons, and 
_ not as Baſtards, but yer God ſorely Chaſtiſcs 
the - wicked in this Life , ſome drops of 
their ſcalding wrath falls on their heads 
here, before the fierce ſhower of .his ven- 
geance overtake them, Be does $&irmifh 
with. Sinners here, but then poure our 
the full Vials of his Wrath ; he reſerveth 
them for the day of Judgement. It's when 
afflictions do Men good, purge away their 
Sins, yield afterward the peaceable fruit of 
righreouſneſs., that they ' prevent future 
_wrath, A Rightequs Man falls and riſeth 
again,, bur the wicked fall into the mileries, 
as 'one falling down a Precipiece, or 
ſteep Hill , . never ſtop till they come to - 
"the, bottom 'bf Hell. Alas, you can't think 
your Sufferings can make amends for their 
Sins.z if they, could they would not turn 


' hence , nor. compare between thoſe ſuife- Pom.$.18; 


_ rings andthat Glory, though they may work 
and fit us for that Glory. 2. Cor 4. 17. 


He thar douh:s nor of his good-Eftate, p,yy. ry. 


' but finds Peace within in his Conſcience, 
. Is. in a good ſafe Condition : Bur I thank 
_ God, I have no trouble, nor ever had 
much ; 1 Sleep, and. Eat, and Drink; and 
Work, and Laugh, and am Cheerful, and 
know no inward Sorrow or Remorſe: And 
do not Hundreds and Thouſands more, that 
.you ſee nothing: in them commendable or 
. praiſe-worthy. It's better you did ſearch 
Wl your 


2 
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your Hearts, find out your Sins, . were 
rroubled. God ſays, Blefſed are they that 
Monrn, that is for Sin, they ſhall be com- 
forted, and Blefſed are the poor in Spirit, 


and the meck; and bids thoſe that are 


Mat. 11.” 
28. 


Iſa. 59-15. 


Prop. V. 


Mark 7.5, 
6. 


weary and heavy ladey to come to him for 
reſt for their Souls, and not find it in them- 
ſelves : He dwells with delight in the 
humble, broken and contrite 'Soul, to re- 
ceive him;and a broken Spirit is well plea- 
ſing to him: Now their Peace may be 
from ignorance, or carnal ſecority, or 
hardneſs of Conſcience. How fqd is it, 
that Men ſhould deceive and render them- 
ſelves on this account ; better weep now 
for Sin, then weep and wail and gnaſh 
the Teeth in Hell for ever. | 
Such as ſpeak againſt Sin in others, are 
ſafe themſelves, bur I cry not againſt the 
Pride of ſome, the Covertouſneſs of others, 
and indulge himſelf in greater. Mat. 7. 
begin. Some can ſee a Mote in anothers 
Eye, and not a Sin ſo big as a Beam in 
their own. You may hear perſons noto- 
riouſly Greedy, and Covetous, and condernn 
others for the ſame Sin. How large is 


Y— on that, Roms. 2. 2, 3. Thinkeſt 
thou, that thou ſhalt eſcape the Fudgement 
of God, becauſe thou Juageſt another. Nay, 
you may condemn that for Sin which is 
not ſo in others, and you guilty of great 
Sins. Chriſt Condemns this uncharirable 
cenſcrious Spirit , and checks it ſev 


erely. 
None 
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None can think that Chriſt juſtified the 
Adulterous Woman, only bids them look 
at home ; except you repent you ſhall likewiſe 
periſ, that think Gods Judgements juſt on 
others," their. turn is coming alſo.” The 
Scribes and Phariſees condemn Chriſt for 
Sabbath-breaking , for eating and: drinking 
freely with Sinners, &c. l 

T might name many others, as they 


who live -honeſtly, and pay every man, 24. 19. 
and ſerve God as other men do, are well 20. 


enough. Such as profeſs the true Religion : 
I own the Articles of our Faith , keep my 
Church, am againſt thoſe that arc ,not of 
my Religion. A Man may be of the true 


: pram , and yet not true to, and in his 
eligion. Pſal. 73. 1. Truly God ts good to 75, 1.16. 


Iſrael, ay to ſuch as are of a clean heart. 

- All. the Application I ſhall make art pre- 
ſent as to this head, is to beg you to ap- 
ply it all to themſelves, fay | am very apt 
to deceive my ſelf;and be miſerably undone. 
All I am and have lie at ſtake, I am like 
to throw away all. Nay, I am doing it, 


whilſt I am in this body, now caſting for 


Heaven and Hell, and I fee not only the 
moſt of others, but I am like to periſh, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL, _— 
Part. 2, Ver. 4. But let 4 ; Men, bee, 


T HE- proper means to reatfic niteke, 
and ſave our ſelyes., Herein we _ 
take notice of, 
x. The Perſons that ought to make: -uſe 
of this Preſcription. Every man.” i! 'r 
2: The matter or thing preſerib'd,.' 
( 1.) The A& ; Lethimyprove. 0 
(2.) The Object with its ipecificarion, His 
work, and his own work , 
Obſ. It's every Man's Duty and Conceras 
-.* .. ment to prove his own work,” 
Heb, Set Proof. We have God'vie xpreſs Charge for 
your it, Hay. 1.-5,7. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
heart on thus ſaith Jehovah, Conſider your ways:, and 
1% then helps them in this work, conſider what 
Y% your carriage hath beentowards God, 'and 
what his dealings have been with you, 
Want of ſerious conſideration is the grand 
cauſe that moſt miſcarryz they will not he 
at leaſurc to fit down and. think how 'tiswith 
them, whither they are going, and-whether 
God approves of what they are about, and * 
will at laſt ſay, Well done good and faithfal | 
Servant. The Apoſtle uſerh many. words, 
2 Cor. 13. 5. Examine your ſelves whether 
you be in faith, alas ! moſt doubt not of it, 


but they art; ay, but prove your own ſelves ; 
and 


y 


e 
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and again, know yos not your own ſelves ; and 
irs ſuch great concernment, that Chriſt muſt 
be  in.'you, or you are reprobates. Not 
Chriſt'sname on you, or Chriſt preached to 
You, or own'd by you enough, bur Chriſt 
in you the hope of Glory; or elſe you are 
«Sur not approv'd of God, Repro- 
bates, caſt away. 

3. The Perſons [ every man] of what 'rank 


or condition ſoever he ' be. ages, muſt-Rom. 13, 
prove your own work, and Minzs their own.34- 
works, ſo muſt Parents, Children, Maſters, ok 2. 
and Servants. Each muſt mind.their Places , 7;,, , 
and Relations, and all their reſpeQive Du- 5, 16. 


ties. | f Th | 
- But eſpecially every man muſt prove his 
own work with reſpect toBis Spiritual State, 
whether -his work be ſuchas is from a ſound 
good Heart or no; whether he bein a ſaving 
condition, whether he is like to be ſav'd or 
loſt for ever. INC 941 
..- Reaſons. 1. Every Man 1; prone to-deceive 
himſelf, every.-Man hurts and wounds him- 
(lf, .and is like ro deſtroy himſelf.; all. the 
Devyus in Hell and Men on Earth - could nor 
dothis,if we did not help on ; now its: fit the 
Remedy ſhould exrend as far as" the Mala- 
dy, good and bad are apt to be miſtaken, 
gqod men miſtake and miſcarry much, Bad 
men to all Eternity. This is Eaidemical, an 
Univerſal diſeaſe. Some are' wiſe tor one 
thing , ſome skilful in other matters; ſome 
neglect thcir Shops, others their Cartle, ſome 
regard- 


- 
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regardleſs abour their Cloaths, many burr 
their Friends, but all herein agree, in' being 
apt to defude their Souls, This rans thorow 
all Mankind ; Wiſe-men, Learned-Men, 
Stout-men, Poor-men, Trades-men, all 
forts are bufie in deceiving themſelves. 

2, Every Man muſt do this for himſelf; or 
none can ; others may perſwade to it,: give 
Arguments, Counſels, lay down Rules, but 
each' Man- muſt do this for himfelf. The 
greateſt Lord and Prince,, the moſt dainty 
tender Lady, ſuch as have all other things 
done for you, your Houſes built, their Meat 
provided, their work in Field and Houſe 
done by others, muſt do this each for them- 
ſelves; or they are undone. ' Others cannot 
love God forus, hate Sin for us, believe in 
Chriſt for us, do' good Works for us,- no 
more then they Can eat and drink for us;-and 
we live by it; and get nouriſhment from if! 
The Maſter and Servant, the Miftreſs and 
Hand-maid muſt each pray for themſelves 
mortify their own Luſts ; as they cannot do 
it for us, -neither can they know how we 
do it, whether- in fincerty, or Hypocrifie. 

We may be proud or filthy, or prophane'in 
our thoughts, in ſplendid duties, whoknows 
our Hearts ? Who calls us to an account 
when we lie down; what we have done all 
the day, therefore had. we great need 'to 
look to our ſelves. bon 

3. Every one muſt give account to Go 
himfelf, and for himſelf; who can "oy 

or 


f- 
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has. 
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for each. other at that great and terrible 
day. , You ſee every perſon is ſingled out by 
Death, here one, and there another. No 
company call'd to affiſt or Anſwer ; a whole 
Family or Town layes a ſingle Corps into 
the Grave, andall go each to their Houſes, 
and the : naked Soul appears alone before. 
God's Tribunal to give an account. Every 


Man muſt dye-for himfelf : David cries our, 


O Atolom, my Son, my Son, would God / had 
died for thee. No, David, no, that young 
Gallant muſt go himſelf, 'and anſwer for 
himſelf. | 
Eyery Man muſt have rejoycing in hins- 

ſelf, or bear his own burden, Every one muſt 
go to Heaven or Hell for himſelf; I ſhall be 
undone or ſav,d my ſelf, and therefore it's 
fic I ſhould try my own work. 
\.2-, The matter or thing preſcrib'd,. and 
therein, _ 

(1,) The At bDuuatin the word imports 
many things, | | 

(c.) Todiſcern, 4. e. upon former obſer. *# 12, 
yation to. make a probable canjefure. How 5** 
is it that you do not diſcern this time m5 
Huyatine cannot you gueſs thar this 
time . is. near? Though we cannot ' fully 
know our hearts and wayes; yet'if we are 
wiſe and watchful, we may give a ſhrewd 
gueſs. We dobut gueſs at the diſtempers 
of our Body, and throw in Phylſick ac all 
adventures ſometimes , bur we are ſureof 
What is good for. our Souls, and we _ 


( 4 
" 8 
. 4 
| 
' 

| in; 
7 8 
; | 
i \F 
* L 


48 


Pſ. 42.1 


— 


Every Mans grand hack and Enquiry 

find out the Diſtemper, and the Cure. A 
Man that's running behind-hand in his Trade 
may ſoon gueſs it. Burt if men will gever 
caſt up their Accounts, looks over their 
Shops, &6. then are they caſt into Priſon 
e're they are aware of itz as many are. jiito 
the Grave, into Hell, and will caſt up: hor aC- 
Count. 

2.. To prove by Trial or experiefice; 
Luk. I 4. 19. X; Top£) 44ers SoxuworQerv. The Oxen, 
[ gots prove them. 1..e. Make ai experitnenc 
whether they will work or no... Thus ſhould 
F go to Prove them, i e. make an experiment 
whether they will work or_no.,, Thus ſhould 
we try our Prayers by praying earneffly, 
. fry our Faith by the exerciſe of it. It's.a beſ-: 
{cd thing to haye the ſweetneſs of Love in 
- loving God; to have the comfort, and Evi- 
dence, and ſatisfattion of Humility and 
| Meckneſs and Patience, in the uſe and' En. 
erc:iſe of chem? it's much more, than*! [ 
read or hear of it. What is it-for me to fg 
of - Abraham's offering. up his: Son" If; 
of 7ob's Parience, of | Datid's Prayers p? 
Praiſes, and. high exaltations of oh 51d 
his word, unleſs I have thoſe Graces., and 
can read the ſame Palms, with the- Tame” 
Spirit and Heart. Davidis gone to Heaven, 
this.is left for, me, not_baxely to read”, as 
Children their leſſon, bur breathe, out my - 
Soul, .in, and with them. Can I ſay, As the 
Hart, &c. <o, not only. David's Soul did, 
but. my Soul now Goth. thirſt after" God” 

\ LED the 
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' whether ht ſhall be Sav'd or Loſt. ag 
the living God, and fo' the 119 Pſal. why | * 
'fhould you not endeavour to'read it all oyer | 
as the Pſalm. Or that my ways were di- 
reed, and my Soul breaketh; or how T 
love thy” Law. Would you prove your 
Hearts, your Tongues, ygur Lives, your 
Graces, your Duties, try them by uſe and, 
exerciſe ; ſee whar'you can.do at the work "4 
of God. © Many ſad and dejected are ftill - 


_ looking back for evidences; do you fear 


your want of :Love, love God and Chriſt 
preſently. The Apoſtle ſeems to be actu- Zm.s; ts 
ally. exerciſing Grace in the preſence of 

God ;z. we-..are juſtified,” have peace, have 

acceſs, we now ſtand, and now reJoyce; 
and as t& troubles, they work preſent pa- ** 5» # 5 
rience, and 'patience experience, Huy 


' we experiment it, and h#ve preſent hope 


of furure Mercy, the love*of God being 
row 11 our Hearts. "IE | 
3. To make enquiry in order to fome 1 Tim: 3. 
Judgement rg be palſed hereupon. Thus 10. 
Czandidares of the Miniſtry are. firſt to be Soria 
proved, 'and ſuch need to be qualified for cvow+ | 
the work with Gifts, and. ſhould confider | 
their own Abilities, natural or acquir'd, be- 
fore they be tryed by others.: | So we that 
hope for Heaven, ſhguld- try our Stats and 
Work, before we appear before Gods ſearch 
and tryal. | 
We ſhould put ſearching queſtions toour + * 
fclves; have l competent knowledge, have .. 
E done my -Maſter's work on earth. Arg + 
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*  1:now. ready.to dye, can I upon good 
k "grounds rejoyce in hope of wy If 
you . would ſearch and judge your ſelves, 
you ſhould. not be judged ,, at leaſt not . 
condemned by the Lord. Paſs a right 
Judgment an yoye (elves ;ſay not all is well, 
,when it is nor 'ſo. | Bey * | 
-:The refult of theſe Three Heads is this, 
He -that would wiſely, faithfully, and. for 
. his own. good, prove his. own, work, he 
muſt, x. Wiſely obſerve. 2.: Make experi- 
ment; and 3, Truly paſs a. Judgement on 
4- The word, Nzipetim is Metaphori-_ 
"cal, taken from, | "Ig 
x. Gold-ſmiths, in trying and proving 
their. Mettals. - Criticks ſay, the word is 
proper to their myſtery, and that the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt alludes thereto, x Per. 1-7. The 
Tryal of the Faith more precious thay that 
of Gold by: Fire; when it can bear the 
tryal' of Aﬀictions and Perfecurions, - and 
that Zam. 1. 12. Blefſed' is the Man that en> 
Cer, 2. duterh temptation, when he 5s tried. , Gold, - 
13.14,15- {miths ptove their Mettals two, ways, for 
two ends. | CE A 
- . (+) By the Fire, to ſeparate and con- 
ſume the Droſs., and br:ighten and form 
- the Gold. God caſts his into his Furnace, 
and his end is to purge and take, away 
ſin, 1/a. 27. 9. That the Iniquity «f Jacob 
may be purged:, and this is all the fruit to. 
Yake away the fin, Thus ſhall every Mans: 
\ work be tryed by Fire at laſt, , .(2.) By 
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. 2, By the; Touch-ſtone,. to diſcern.'gaod » 
Mettal from counterfeit , Gold and -Sibver 
from Braſs or -Copper ;- The Mettal being 


 prov'd, tryed, and found: good, _1s. nmr, 


allowed currant , and then hath the Kings 


-Stamp oh it.Perſons that upon trial are.found 


ſincere , are:bxyude, 1 Cor. g1. 19. Thatthe buyud- 
ſincere may be made manifeſt 3-that'ye may ap- Ceroy. 
prove things: that are | Excellent , that ye £441. 1.10, 
may. be.ſincere. AR? <a Bt 
* .2, The -Taſte-trying Meats, ſuch - as are 
Savoury. and Refreſhing, unſavoury, - Phw./x. 
9, 10. Abound in alljudgement, that you may 
approve ; try or diſcern what is excellent and 
god, try the Spirits, whether falſe .or . ſound: 1F bn 4.1. 
Proveall things, taſt and try all things, and 2xe- 
hold faſt that which-is good ; and after this C57e. 
try. your own Graces, prove the ſincerity of *7hJ-54t 
their Love, - Taſte and fee that the 'Lard 1s p ae 
TY + rg MALE = 
Gracious, | FIT, Sip. 
Haying taited now the reſult'and mofal of > 
all this- conliſts in, " 
'1-' A-ſincere impartial trial upon enquiry, 
Lam. 3. 40. Let us ſearch,and try our ways. This 


. calls for ſerious conlideration trom reſolution 


and hearty endeavours,” to find out. how #tis 
with our Spiritual State;'; not put it- off 
ſightly; -but labour to ſearch to the bottom. 
Could Men be brought. to this once, there 
were {ſome hopes. Some ſlight ſuperficial 
Enquiries -you make, but not gb to the bot- 
tom ;, not . as by Fire, not bring all to the. 
Touch-ſtone of Gods Word ; not roll and 

| 2 chew 
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chew. it, till taſt whether it. be bitter or 
ſweet. | | RICE. 

2, An vpright paſſing af Judgment accor- 
ding to Irnth, when you find it droſs and 
traſh, let the fire conſume it ; throw what is 
filth and rotten to the danghill. Say, thus 
T am, and thus 1do, I amnndone ; I am not 

| ſound, all 1s.out of order. Say {as Paw to 
another) My Heart is not right with God, 1 am 
3n the gall of bitterneſs and bond of Iniquity ; and 
ſet it home, till you feel it ſink -under it - 
Weep and refuſe to be comforted.” Say, what 
is a]l the Worldsto me, when I am periſhing, 
falling into Hell. » ; 
- 3. A judicious allowance upon goodEvi- 
dence ,. Rom. 14. 14- 1 kaow aud am perſwaded 
by the Lord jeſus, that it's not unclean : When 
I find Lam'indeed in the way of 'God, to hold 
on, -and hold out, and not ſtagger ; ſtand to 
it and own the fault, whoſoever ſpeaks againſt 
it. I know in whom I have believed apdam 
perſwaded, &c. " | 

4- A Mans approving himſelf, and. his 

Work. 


1. To God, 1 Cor, 4. 4, 5-1 value not Mans + 
judgement, he that judgeth, me 1s the Lord. 
How often do good Men. appeal to God ? 

| David Pſal. 26. begin. Judge me O Lord, theu 
knoweſt thy Servant. O Bleſſed comfortable 
appeal : So did ferimiah,Chr. 12. 3: $0 Heze- 
kiah, Remember Lord how I bave walked ;, Thou 
knoweſt, ſaid Peter, that I lovi'thee. How _— 
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do Gods ſervants ſay, God is my Witneſs, and 
my Record is on high. 

2. Toother Men. Thns the Apoſtle Paul 
often appeals to his people to their very Con- 
ſciences.as far as they could know and obferve 
him, that his deſires was to do them good. 
Theſſ: 2. 1, Your ſelves know our entrance; 
V.F. We. us'd not flattering words, as" ye know. 
We are made- manifeſt in our Conſciences ; 
we are bid to keep Conſciences void of offence 
towards Men, as well as towards God: And 
its well, when thoſe that moſt know us, can 
ſpeak beſtof us; the Hypocrite is the ſtrangers 
Saint; Wall thy neareſt Relations know thee 


P 


. to bea Holy, humble good Man; thy Chil- 


know 'thy care over them, watchfulneſs, \ 
warning, counſel, Holy Example ; and ſo the 
Servants and Neighbours, and thoſe that 


have dealings with you in your Trades and. 


Places. | 

3. To a Mans own Conſcience, 2 Cor. x. 
x2. This is our Rejoycing, the teſtimony of. our 
own Conſcience. Some think that it's im- 


pollible , but an Hypocrite muſt know his C:mm alio 
own Hypocriſie ; how. he deals doubly and /t animus, 


falſely with God and Man. Now theng 
ſhould”, but Confeience do. its Work ; that l 
would deal plainly and faithfully, It's Gods 
Vicegerent in thy Breaſt. Say, when thou 


: appearelt to Man plauſible and commend- 


able; but, what fay'ſt thon Conſcience; - is 
a well 2 art thou ſincere in what they 
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Secondly , The Objett. - His own' Work, Two 
things muſt come under Trial. oO 
7. The ſtate of a Mans Perſbn, whether 
he be horn again” or no; whether 'yet ina 
ſtate of Nature, under the power of Sin,- or 
brought over to God. I Cor. 11.28. Let a-Man 
examine himſelf ; not only as to Aftual,' but 
ys Fabicuat raets,” 97 CH THEN 
-* 2: A Mans Work. » #eyyov. Enallage numers. 
Work for Warks. Rev. 22.12. {come to give 
every Man according as his Work hath been. This 
- muſt take in every thing thata Man Works: 
Whether» ſuch. Works are wrought in the 
Heart, as thoughts and affeftions. 1/a, 32.6. 
His Heart Works Iniquity. Or ſuch as are 
outwardly di cover'd, as his Words ; for: 
they are comprehended . under Works, Aar.. 
- 12. 36, 37. God jucge according. to your Words: 
' Chap. 16. 27. It's according to yuor Works, And 
all' his actions, which are of ſeveral kinds; 
and every one of them muſt come unger 
Trial. e. gr. RO TR rt Dx, 
7. Natural; fach as are Eatingarid Drink- 
ing, uſing Apparel, -Sleep; Recreations, and 
Labour, bout our Bodies ;#for though thoſe 
in themſelves be things indifferent, z. e.\nei- 
ther morally good or evil, in the ofcandend 
of them as they are circumſtantiated, they are 
not- indifferent. ' We ſhonld enquire as to'the 
water of: Food or Cloathing, whether what 
35 proper as to the'quantity, whether not - 
£74: &” 4 F £48 o PI. =T 
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- too! much troubled and caref1] abour it,; en- Mat.6.25. ** © 


eternally by too much care, and deJight about ,, j;.;:;, - 
thoſe lawfull things, then by 'Murder , or p:rimy ;vis 
- Whoredom,- or Swearing : Men are not awar - 


"Sin 1n coveting what 1s others; but 1 may 


| be about mine own Eſtate. 


[23 E.4 . whether 
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too much Steep, too miich Drink, too much 
Food, as to the Seaſon, whether we mind it 
not as Martha unſeaſonably ;; and as her alſo, 
*as to the meaſure and manner, whether not 


ulre "whether we do, not 'take foo. great 
delight 1h it, promiſe our ſelves too much 
from.it : : We may undo our ſelves about theſe 
carefull innocent things. As more are kilke 
with too much good Food and Drink, then*- 
with Poyſon; fo more 'are undone and loft 


of the danger here. Whereas, other Sins 
ſlay. their Thouſands, this Worldlineſs kills 
its Ten Thouſands. Now Mzn judge this , - 


have an” Earthly Heart, and make up. a FO 4 
Worldly Life by Worldly Cares and Fears, 2 
and Delires, and Hopes'and'Griefs, though it P | 


2. Civil, as about our Calling, Tranſat- 
ions, Relations &c. Here we rfiuft try our 
Work, whether we follow our Imployment 
in obedience to. Gods Command ; whether” : 
we are juſt and upright in our dealings,” and -_ TH 
dare not wrong ;- whether we' are faithful - y 
and * pitiful,” and kind to others; whether 
we promote and rejoyce.in others good, or 
envy. and be-grudge them ;* whether we are. x 
good Parefits, -and watch over our Childrens 4 
Souls, as thoſe that muſt grye an account ; of 
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; Whether dutifull Children, Religious Huſ- 
bands and Wives. How many live together 

only to Eat and Drink, Sleep and Work to- 

Eph.s.wlt, gether, and not_to Love together, to Pray 

cs. beg. together. What a dreadfull meeting will 

.C9l. 2.ulr, there be between wicked Parents and ungodly 

Eb.q. beg. Children, between» carnal Husbands and 

Wives , that it. may be are living to each 

other, and to their Children, but no Love to 

God, nor toward others Souls: Live years 

together ,, and not one word of God or 

Heaven, or enquiry about each others Souls. 

PFid Gods Word takz place, what Bleſſed 

Magiſtrates, Miniſters, Parents, Children, 

Maſters and Servants ſhould we have. If 

God ſhould ſend a Meſlenger to enquire in 

Towns, Pariſhes and Families, - how matters 

* ſtand, what they do and ſpeak all day. How 

few can give a plauſible account to a ſelt- 

jndicious Man, with a great and terrible 

Meſſenger (I mean Death is coming, and he 
will not knock at door and crave admiſſion, , 

but will break* in and drag you forth before 

the great God, and then and there muſt you 

&ive an account. 

3: Sinful, Theſe muſt never be appro- 

ved, but maſt be ſearched out to promote 

20 qur Repentance ; but we ſhould bring them 

#obr 3-29,75 the Light, that they may appear to: be 

OP” evil, and be, exceeding ſinful., and be re- 
proved. We ſhould aggravate. our ſins, and }.- 

lye low before the Lord, be aſham'd and 
confounded, God is very angry, when Wen 
- YET 5 wh 


act 
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f. will not ſay, what have I done? Thou 
ſayeſt, I have not ſinned, I am innocent. Fer.2., 35. 
Says God,l, heark'ned and heard, no man that 6-8-6. 
repented. Were they aſhamed? God an- = 
ſwers, Nay, they were not at all aſhamed. 
This is our great work to ſearch out any 
ſecret wickedneſs , hide and conceal none ; 
to judge and condemn our ſelves, that we —Y 
may not be condemned of the Lord. -Da- 
vid and Aſaph, and- other good Men's fins 
\ kept them humble and broken all their 
days. I have them ſtill in mine Eye, and 
am humbled, Thus you may make a good 
uſe. and improvement- of ſuch bad. work, 
the more to condemn your ſelves, and ju- 
ſtifie God, advance for Grace, and.admirc 
and prize Chrult Jeſus, 
4. Good works. Here we ſhould en- 
quire whether our works be»good, whe- 
ther for matter and manner right, whe- 
ther we are conſtant, and ſteadfaſt, and a- 
bounding, chearful and ſincere ' in doing Z,,,v,e,- 
good, . Here we are to enquire- not only ,g. * *'\, 
that it's done, but how, Rom. 12. 8. He without 
that giveth let him ao it with ſamplicity , he Hypocriſy. 
that ruleth, with diligence, he that ſheweth Cvovres 
mercy, with chearfulneſs, Let love be without ber burn- 
diſſumnulation, ver. 11. Nat ſloathful in buſmeſs, "5: 
fervent in. ſpirit, ſerving. the Lord , ver. 12. 
rejoycing in hope , patient jw tribulation, con- 
tinuing wſtant in prayer, Tpoczapregiymes from 
zezT&, ſtrong 1n Prayer. 
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HE Third Part of the Text | isa ts. 
fold Motive to perſwade Men to make 

. uſe of this Preſcription , which may ; ferye 

—— , as two Reaſons to- the Doctrine. | 

; ” Revfom 1. An impartial Examination, and 

zCor 1.12+4 well grounded Approbation of a' Man's 

0b. 3 own Work, will adminiſter matter. of holy 


ni. and warrantable rejoycing in himſelf. Lage 
word xayue from "Avzyv the Neck ; 
SYRIOR ſtretching ont the Neck, not as an es 


cation of Pride, but lifting up. the: Head, | 
railing up Faith, Hope, and Joy ; it Ggni- ; 
hes boaſting, and rejoycing, and glorying, 
the Soul fiil'd with inward delight, un- 
ſpeakable Joy, boaſt of Grace. and Mercy ; ; 

. not to aſcribe to himſelf,” and deſpiſe 0- 

" thers. _ 0 

(1-) But the Principle-or Ground of his 
Joy, 1s Inward and Spiritnal, rais'd and 
J—_— in him by-the Spirit of God, | Rom. 

. 17. not meat and drink, but joy and peace 
=» the Holy Ghoſt. 

(2.) The matter of his Joy, or the thing 
wherein he rejoyceth, .is Internal, not in 
things: without him, not .in Soul, Eſtate, 

Name; but in @ ſincere Heart , holy 
| Deſires, true lover to God, and God's Toye 
to, and in X yo Ye. 4- " 7 The light Gods 
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Gods Countenance, the Apoſtle ſays,” This 
55 our rejoycing, "let :others - Tay 'in - other 
things : The Hypocrite, this 'is my rejoy- 
cing, the Teltimony | and Applauſe of 
Men: -The Worldling, this is my rejoycing, 

"the increaſe of my. Corn, Cattle, and Mo- 

. Ney*; ' it David, *Pſal. 17. 14 5. turns\his 
back on' all theſe, menof rhe World that 
have their portion in this life , their- belly 
fill'd'with hidden treafures, full of Children, ' 
and Jeave' their Wealth to-them , and yet 
asif'to ſay, Much good may it dg them and 

. theirs: As for-me, 7 will werent thy face 

| and, be ſatisfied. © © - | 

"Now this -Joy* and ' Comfort is Joorht, 

hidden from the World, ſweet and full, fa- ;, 
- tisfying, and refreſhing; ſaſting Joy, and's /ob. x ST, 

Peace, ſuch as the Jeſs cannot give, nor 06.16.22, 
8 take aay. 5-05, | 


©», Ee 
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\ Paget 
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: 1.” Every Mair” had noe? look to - him- | | 
0 lf in all;, becauſe every man muſt; bear © _ '* , 3 
his own! burden ; ; that is his own-fim, the 
ok and weight: of \it,, and the fad ef- 
ets,” bearthe burden- of his acconnt at the 
great day; and if- found guilty, muſt - bear | 
; the burden of wrath” that muſt -be' laid uÞ--. 
on him. It cannot be underſtood as if we 
ſhould not bear others burdens of 'weak- 
neſſes and affietions, uae: 18 Teqir'd In 
V. 2. Bagy Nere'goemby.. 
: But I ſhall rather” run theſe * tive Heads ay 4 
5 into Applicaticii,”and preſs Ther as, two _ *_- } 
| S9EPRL Motiyes., as nt: 4 
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Applic. More general, be perſwaded then 
to look to your ſelves, and ſee. all be right 
and well, that you are truly good. . Two 
grand Motives. | Bs 7 

1..1f you are loſt, and miſcarry, you 
are miſerably, irreparably loſt. | 

2. If you are ſound, and fav'd, you are 
unſpeakably happy. T0 

1. Then know, if -you looſe and dective 

' your ſelves, the 'whole World, Heaven 
and Earth , and all in it, t nothing to- 
you. What are all the concernments 'of 
this life and another to me, if Þ come un- 
der the wrath. of God to all Eternity. . 

1. There is para damni. 2. Pana ſeriſus. 

1, Conſider what you looſe, if you de- 
cceive and looſe your ſelves. 

1. A ſinner loſeth himſelf inall he is, Bo- 
dy and Soul, who. could believe this, that 
any would thus deceive, and deſtroy them- 
ſelves, he looſeth his reaſon and.under- 
ſtanding; he is at preſent a Fool, diſtra- 
&ed., chooſeth Toyes , -pleas'd with Fea- 
thers and Bubbles; nay, ſports in _Poyſan, 
chooſeth Death and Curſing, Wo and Mi- 
ſery , Prov. 26. 18, 19. As a mad. man that 
caſteth fire-brands, arrows aud death, ſo is he 
that deceiveth his Neighbour, and thereby him- 
ſelf,, and faith, am I tat in Sport? It's 2 
ſport to this ſinful Fool to do himſelf and 
others miſchief. It's a ghaſtly dreadful 

- _- fight to ſee 2 man cut and knock himſelf, 
ay; 10- tear his own fleſh, as Mad-men, | 
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n © What a fad condition 1s that Man in, b 
t that feedeth on aſhes, not on Bread , a ae- 
O cetved heart hath turned him aſide , that he 
cannot deliver his own ſoul, nor ſay, 'is there 
n & rota lye in iy right band, Ia. 44.20. He 
looſeth his Head, not khow God and Chriſt, 
e & His Heart not love him, his memory not re- 


tain good, his will not able to bow and 
yield, though for his own good, but hur- 


R | 

1 ried on as a: headſtrong Horfe to his ru-' 
y Ine, his deſires not breath after God, his 
f fears not afraid of fin or judgement., and 
, all his true Joy, only a little crackling of 


Thorns. Looſe his Health, ſick at Heatr, "OI 
| unſound all over, not a found whole part. f heed 
* Looſe: his Life, quite dead, Eph. 2. 1, 2. 
paſt feeling, ch. 4. 19. know not, nor feel 
its Wounds, nor ſmell his own filthineſs, 
no; more than the rotten bones in your Se- 
pulchre. Dying every day towards Hell 
and Eternel D-ath, he hath loſt his Eyes, 
not ſee, deaf and dumb, what, a diſmal 
fight 1s this? A Sinner quite loft-as to Bo- 
dy and Soul in this. life. He only feems + . 
to, ſee, and hear, and ſpeak, he dreams j, 26, g. - 
that .he hates, but in the morning of the | 
Reſurfection, awakes, and there is nothing, 
He is loſing all this here, and at Death * 
_ ftript of all togethey. In old Age he looſeth | 
his Eyes, his- Hearing, his Taſte, &c, 
\ Death, ſends his Harbengers and fetches a 
out part of the old Houſe, and on @ ſick' 
Bed ; death ſpoils and rends-in pieces, its 
TC i : "34 F '2 
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a ghaſtly fight; to attempt.to ſpeak; and / not 
be able, no underſtanding, no, memoryz-.no 
ſtrength to move, gape, and” gaſp,' grown 
and ſweat ; that all. is gone before the 
Houſe falls , and then: what a loathſome 
object. is. a. dead Carcaſs a filthy: lump, 
ſtink .preſently , noiſome and rotten; but 
oh what is become of the Igqmortal Soul? 
Can this loſs be expreſt 2 Can-- it - he; re- 
pair'd, loſs. of all. together ? What--£an be 
more Poor, baſe .and empty than a! dead 
loathſome ſtinking Carcaſe. Who would 
bny it for a farthing ; nay, who: would 
not give many to be rid of it, A Body 
that was -deckt and gaudy, ſtrong and live- 
ly, pleaſant and beautiful, now deformed,” 
weak and diſhonourable, and then they looſe 
all that did accompany. it to. make it 'plea- 
ſing and deſirable, as eaſe,and ſtrength,-and 
comelineſs. . Nay, they looſe all the: peace 


and quickneſs of the.Soul, and haye: hor- 


Tours, and blackneſs, and fears, and'\con- 
fuſions. _ He had a wiſe head ,  pipthing 


© ' Brain, and a fluent eloquent Tongue;--a 


grave and winning deportment, all £9ve 
ang loſt. 

2. He that looſeth himſelf, looffth all 
he had or ſeem'd to have. 

(1.) As Bread, and Drink, and Cloath= 


ing, and Houſes, and Fields, and Friends, | 


now a ſmall hole in the Earth encloſeth ' 
him in-Boards, and covers hirg up amongſt 


* the dark Clods. Theſe a 5 Sinners _ 


Nt 


oy 4 


- 
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faſt here, and let -go God, and Chriſt, and 
Heaven; ay, but then they Iooſe all theſe, 
all '\wallowed up in the Grave, P/. 49.17, 
6, 7. they carry-nothing with them, 1 75m. 
6.7. Job's caſe was ſaid to loſe all ina day. 
How many thouſands loſe more every day 
by Death ?, As to Foad ' and Refreſhments, 
Dives ſtaryd to all Eternity , not a drop 
for - his Tongue, not a Crum, , that had a 
full Table, and.Cup, and Servants to at- 
tend ; now Worms wait: on him, creep: 0- 
ver him, feed ſweetly on him ; he that before 


. ſpake ſo big and lond, that made others 


tremble, nor the' Worms afraid of. God 
ſays to the Rich Fool, when he calls for his 
Soul, then whoſe ſhall thoſe things be whoſe- 
ſoever they were,they were none of his : His 


| Barnwand Corn were his the Day before, that 


Night all nothing to him.Here we have Divi- 
fions,Sun;Moon.and Stars,Earth, Seaand Hea- 
ven, Meadows and Corn-fields, lower Rooms 
and : Chamhers, Fire and Bedding, Eating 
and vleep, Acquaintance and Friends, Stories 
about the Times, afid other Aﬀairs, hear,of 
one great man, another Mans chat; buſj- 
neſſes and matters here and there ; hear, of, 
you think and talk of them ;_ buteven once 
ſtruck dead, what's this World loſt and dead 
to thee, no more to ſee, and know and dii- 
courſe, No-friends go into the Grave with 
yon, . unleſs it be to lye and rot there with 
you. Tender Fathers and Mothers, no r1ore 
embrace their ſweet, now clammy ard col 

ns Babes ;- 
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| Babes; the. Children: cry and roar; and 
pinch'd and whipt,. and' the tender Mother 
lies in the Grave with her arms by her ſide 
wrapt up zno more tender Embraces,no mare 
compaſlion, pity, help ; when ſick", turn 
them to the other, fide, when throat-ſcorcht, 
dry, apply moiſture, give a *Cqxdial to the 
faintin br irits, hold the aking Head; bnt 
when , lay you in the dark cold filent 
Grave; al if weep over the Grave, it does 
you then 'no good, they return home and 
fright them. W ho weepsfor the Grandmo- 
ther that is dead and rotten. How can you 
thus throw away your felves ? - 
Obj. But you will ſay none can prevent this, 
"good Men alſo thus periſh. 
An. Ah, but they ſhall riſe again Glor ions 
and Beautiful, ſtrong, andlovely. 1 Cor. 15: 
4-4: and Phil. 3. laff Who would thus deſtroy 
ſuch anexcellent Fabrick as the body is, and 
all its concomitants. 
2. Withall, the Man loſeth all Spiritual 
Mercies and Comforts, that were afforded to 
, | his Soul. Now he is Weary of-Ordinances, 
Sabbaths,- the Bible, Sermons, but then. no 
Pro. 1. « ute. more of them; nay the flighting and abuſe 
Heb.2. 3-lie heavy On them, to their greater Condem= + 
l ch. 19.25 nation: Good Men value them now above 
= Gold , bewail the loſs for a little” time. 
:  P/al, 42. beg. Thirſt and Cry; many tears 
are undone without them; but then not 6 
much as Chriſt to weep over thetn, or that 
thou hadſt known, but now hid, 
: 3. Be 


. 
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3. He. loſeth what he might have been and 
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had ; he-might have been ſoftned and tender, 


but now harden'd to all Eternity. An hard 
Heart is the heavieſt judgement;he was offer'd 
to be Pardon'd, Heal'd, Purg'd, and SanCti- 
fied. Now he hath no more calls, no 
more ſtirrings of the Spirit. The accepted 
time, the day of Salvation 45 over, no 
Miniſters ſent afger you to woe and intreat 
you: No, God ſays, Rev. 22,-11. Lethim 
that is. filthy. be filchy {ti11, @c. I would have 
cleans'd and fav dhim,and he would not. O 
dreadful, to have Luſts raging tor ever ; it's 
a mercy tohave one Luſt conquer'd here, and 
but then their'Sins they liv'd in will be raging 
and not ſatisfy'd;there the Drunkards Throat 
is ſcorcht with thirſt, and not the leaſt drop 
the filthy Adulterer rage.in his Luſt, and burn 
and ſcorcht,; gnaw and rend his bowels. You 
might here have had precious Graces ; | but 
there 15 noFalith,no Patience,no Hope,no Love 
to God and good; you might have had peace 
in believing, comfort-in troubles, but there 
is .all horrour and amazement : Here Gods 
comforts-delight good Mens Souls in affliftion 
but There is no relief, You might have been 
a..Child of God, and Heir of Glory, now 


| Blefling and Prailing God amongſt Saints and * 


Angels; but now you are roaſting and 

roaring amongſt Devils. Somethink this the 

greateſt: torment of Hell, a ſence of the loſs 

of Gods preſence and favour. You might 

have Pray'd, and wept, 'and prevail'd' for 
F 
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66 Every Mansgrand Intereſt and Enquiry 
Mercy ;. but Ten 'Thouſand Tears prevail not 
now for one drop of Mercy. Loſe -all the 
precious full and free promiſes and proffers of 

2 Cor. 1, Grace and Mercy, All Yea, and Amen in 
1.29, Chriſt, AN Nay, and nothing without him. 
Tim. 4.1. Al] run inthe Channel of Godlinefs, then all 
S. . the Curſes are inthe way to Hell. : 
4. He loſeth all his hopes of having it 
better, there was atime you had hope, but 
.Death is the laſt change t@ Hell or to. Heaven. 
The $iners hope gives upthe Gholt with him. 
Zo',11. Job. 8.3, 4. Hope Is a bleſſed ſupport to be- 
Ch. 27.8. lieyers, were it not for hope the Heart would 
6-eak, That hope of Glory ſupport men, under 
all aflictions in old Teſtament and new.David 
and Fob, ard the Apoſtles, and all with them. 
by art thos caſt down? A Sinner-ccan tell 
reaſon enough, why he is caſt down - He may 
rataer ask, why art thon fo merry O my 
Soul, that can'ſt not hope in God. How ſad 
is this wretches condition ? | 
* 5. He laſeth all he does; all his thoughts, 
all bis words and works, all his pains and 
time, all his worldly labour, and all, his 
duties, nor thanks for all ; ſpend his ſtrength 
in vain, care and fear and trouble, and weep 
and run, and ride and work to no purpoſe. | 

6. He loſeth Eternal Mercy tocome ; -all | 

that is in Heaven. O thejoys and comforts 
' Others have in a God, in a Chriſt, in your 
Father, in their Saviour, and xhis for ever. 
It's much to, loſe a Life here, but what 1s it 
to loſe Etzrnal Life; what 1s the loſs of a 

| | Houſe, 
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Houſe, to the loſs of a Kingdom? what the = 
:loſs. of a-dying Father, or Mother, though 
loving and. tender, to the loſs of an Ever- 
laſting. Father, whoſe love and mercy 1s E- 
ycrlaſting alio? Doth a Mother wezp.at thz 
Grave of a ſweet Child ? Who can with 
tears of blood bewail enough a Soul that - 
hath loit, God ?1/a.54.7, 8. For a ſmall moment rom. 5. 4, 
have I forſakgi thee, in alittle wrath I hide fly's. 
face from thee for a moment, Says one in the et | 
place,” Lord, ;dpſt thou call tharllittle, ſmall ey 


. ; Domine 
and for ' a, moment, when, thou Rideſt thy x, * 


, bleſſed face, it's Death, it's Hell, it's Damna- 


tion : Or what is it then when, God hides his 
tc wrever ?...- . 
. Methinks you that read this, ſhould think }. 
and fay,it belongs not tome,God forbid ; yes, 
if thou careleſly loſe,and fooliſhly deceive thy 
ſelf here, thop art the Man.: Thotfart, angry : 
if loſe thy.Cattel, thy Mony, thy Houſe, thy 
Friends; loſe thy ſelf, and ther fhou boaltett 
much mare, yea, all is loſt. [.. 1 

2. lcome to the:Second Part. Tribulation 
and Anguiſhwill ceaſe on Body and Soul too ; Pana (cn- 
could'ſt ; thou dye, ; be annihilated, ſink into \v5- 
nothing, it. were ſomewhat, but thou ſhalt 
live to be: ſenfibleof allthis loſs, in this life 
and, that ta-come: I fhall not multiply, 
thads...;-:.-: 0 WE : - 
_ The great wrath and anger of God that is 
Almighty, will fall on-thee, and who can ex- Nahum. 1. 
preſs how, great, that is. Read what God hath beg. 
done of old, hear andobſerve all his dealings 
+. S*:; 2 now 


- 


ot * 


i Aa ear. 4 
" 


- 
of 


68 QEvery Mins Grind Intereſt ahi Enquiry 
tow with Sinners 4 how many-ſweet, groan, 
-roar.and yet not <bs'd, nnexpreflible pain and 

- torment fall onthe Body ; -the eyes ſee gaftly 
frightful objets. how dread an Apparition: 

The name-and thoughts of the Devil in the 

dark now make thee tremble'; how- cah 

you 'hear dreadful ſcreeches- nd gtoanes 

ſome are ſo tender that they can't: bear the 
groans of dying--friends, or of ſome when 
Wounded, and their, broken bones are dreſt. 

-Fhe nojje itt Beam is dreatifal ; did you 

hear and ſee an Hundred Scorching in flames, 
roaſting and rack'd as fome Dewils-incarnate. 
 onEarthnow do,beginningHellTorments.You 

can't bear the Tooth-ach, Gour, Stone ; how 

Rev. 14. WIll you then bear Burning Bramſtone, not a 
19, 11. drop, but Lakes, you thrown into it. © | 
But oh/ the wrath and horror that ſhall. . 

w ſeiſe"on the Soul ; 4 wom:ded Spirit, a damiied 
Soul; who can veav; the, gnawing worm. of 
Conſcience. 'All thy Sins are ſo many Devils 

to rack and torment thee ;- all comet to re- 

- membrance, thy Pride, Wantonefs, 'Hypo- 

_ <ctiſſe, all 'Sins 'great and fihall, all thy 
negletts : of Heavenly Duty ; and all this 

can't be tecall'd, it's too late now to'Repent ; 


" Zeb. 12. This made Eſau cry and roar, What horror 


15, 16. "and confaſion-ſeiſe on you, 'dreadfull fore- 
fights and apprehenfions of laſhings and 
ſcourgings. "AS" a Man with a fore back, 
ſhreeks, cryes out, looks back at tore ſtrokes 
coming, when {truck into the fleſh, ' into the 
btones,. into the Soul : No end, no ftop- 

_ ÞINg, 


_ 
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ping, pierc'd and pinch't with all Mifſerics 
together, Thirſt, Hynger,, Poverty, Shame, 

Pain, Horror; and on all parts here the Hand 

held the Head, but then the Hand rack't and 
ſcorch't tothe topof the finger, not a jpynt 

or bone free, not a foot or {inew; andall 
rack't to the Eigheſt degree, and all this a- 
monegſt the vileſt crew, ſuch as you may ſeem 

ro abhor their Company -herz,' Swearers, 
Drunkards, Blaſphemers ; thefe are merry Momen- 
together on Earth, but then roar and rave, fanewn 
rage and weep, wail and gnaſh their Tecth = enf*.ogy 
and all this nat in a clear Air, in an upper «<ermum, 
Chamber, on a- ſoft-Bed, but jn a Dungeon, quoi cru- 
In Darkneſs, in a bottomleſ5-pit. What ca. 
was .Ferem's Dungeon to this, though they #e: had 
ſunk in the mire; and there haye no- reſt Totten rays 
Night nor Day ; no.Summer; no Spring ; 4 whe 
all a black Night, and no end of this... It's repay 
calld a hottemleſs-pit, becauſe - always our. ore 
ſinking ; and never come to the bottom of5:7-. 

this wrath 2) | 


% 
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LY 


CHAP. IV.. 


TOW methinks each of you that read 
| or hear theſe lines, ſhould ſay, 1s all 
Linis true ? «Is it poſſible? Who are the 
Perſons, what Men and Women, we that 
are call'd Chriftians? Well, take heed 
leaſt that you be not the Perſons, and very 


"ſhortly feel it. Why are yon not more awa- 


ken'd and conſider? - Think , whar if all this 
ſhould be true ? What have T'to ſay againit 
it? What is the ſinful pleaſure that I chuſe 
for it ? What the bleſſed work I neglett and - 

m more afraid of than this Hell? Can I plead 


'I never heard of God's wrath, or I did not 


believe it ? Ay, but God told you, it would 
beſo, and he ſwore to it. I ſhall not here 
anſwer the many Cavils, as that ſin is not ſo 
ba&in our Eye, and others.that are fav'd 
ſeem'd not ſo good, or much better thanwe, 
and why doth not God help us ? And is there 
no endof this Wrath ? . ns 
Lay aſide all theſe Cavils, and reaſon not 
thy ſelf into Hell. \ How ſad is the condition 
of loſt Man. that all this wrath wilt not 
affright from one Sin, or quicken to one Du- 
ty ? Why will you not enquire jnto the mat- 
ter? If you are convinc'd and ſtartled, why 
lyeſo {tilt in Sin? How can you thus ſtaband 
wound your ſelves every day ? Some callup- 
an, God to damn them, when they ſhonld 


pray 


+ 
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pray, and-cry to be fav'd; In Contempt and 
Rage ſwear by the blobd and wounds of 
Chriſt, that were to ſave them from this Hell. 
They ſhew all Miſchief and Spite, at againſt 
God ; and many haſten others to Heil,and yet 
think that the very Powder which blows up 
the Houſe ſhall ſcape burning.. - Wil you 
thus deſtroy your ſelves miſerably, cut off 
but one-Hand, plugk out one Eye, and not 


_thraw Body and Soul into Hell ; nay, go with 
your:Eyes wide open to Hell, nnder Noon- 
day Goſpel-light ; ſin againſt your own light 


of Conſcience aud Convictions, and agalnit 
- the clear light of the VVord; and you.in a 
very ſhort time deſtroyed, not ſtay an bun- 
dred,or five hundred years? no within a day,a 
month, a year you may feel theſe Torments. 


| can ſcarceFforb:ar ſome Inferences, 
1., Then Sinners are not ſuch mild, ſober, 


merciful and innocent Creatures, as many of 


them ſeem and pretend to be; no, they are 


Bloody, Crnel, and Merculefs. 


They . are 


worſe than blood-thirſty men, that deſtroy 


others in this Life; we call them bloody * 


Butchers, that kill innocent Beaſts for our 


. uſe; but oh what are theſe Murderers of 
Souls? VVe ſtartle and cry out to hear of 


VVilful, Self-murder ; what Soul-killing 
working 1s in every Family and Town! 
VYVhatcruel V Vretches to themſelves ! Sins 
- ſeemeaſie and pleafing now, can they bz tor- 
menting them ? Fiſhes ſwim with pleaſore in 
Element ; - But if yon 


. the VVater, in their 


F 4 


put 
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put them and the VVater.in a Cauldron, and 
Fire under it,the very Element proves ſcorch- 
ing. Gods fire of wrath will make thy fins 
tormenting, that are now plealing to thee. 

2. Then thoſe Parents, and Maſters, and 
Acquaintance are not fo kind, and loving, 
and tender, as they -pretend -to their Chil- 
dren, and Families and Friends , that pro- 
vide all for this life, gare only for their 
Bodies, and neglect their Souls: Cruel in 
keeping away: Food ,, or not adminiſtring 
it to them that might feed them to Eter- 
nal Life ; nay, it may be give them Poyſon. 
How many bloody, wicked, Soul-deſtroying | 
Parents? How many Husbands and Wives, , 
cruel to each other this way ? tender if a but 
Finger-ach, if ſick, if wounded; but Sin- 
fick at heart, and not concern'd, not help; 
how many cruel Friends that flatter and fawn, 
and ſooth each,other to Hell. Some breed 
up. their Children in Pride, Lnxury, Idle- 
neſs, punt them into bad Company , place 
them in bad Families, bad Callings , never 
pray for them. ' Better be Herod's Hog than 
his Child; feed their Horſe, their Dog, 
ſtarve their Child. ; 


3. ThentheGreat, and Rich, and Proſpe- 
rous Men in this World, -the Wiſe the Migh-' 
ty and Succeſsful Politicians, are not ſuch 


happy and wiſe Men, as they ſeem and pre-' 

tend to be ; if they cannot ſee one Foot bþe- 

neath-their Grave, nor one hours happineſs 

beyond their Death-bed groans. "No one 
E 
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| der they: cry out at-laft, 'and refuſe to be 
- comforted; why they are loſt to all Eterni- 
$ ty, no comfort, to fay, think of your Ho- 
nour, . your Wealth, your Feaſts, your Fur- 
| niture z no, one gripe, one grim look of 
, | - Death will ſnallow up. all. That Atheiſti- 
: cal Politician that declares the ſucceſs of Ce- Machiaule 
. ſar Borgiae as to all theWorld, only had got 
| made Proviſion aghinſt his awa Death, but 
| poyſon'd himfel,, when provided far ano- 
| ther, and ſo blaſted all his Deſigns, ſhew'd 
his folly and madneſs.. 
- 4. Then ſin is no ſuch ſmall trifling thing 
IF as the World wonld perfwade themſelves and 
” others. It's a ſtab to the Soul to Eternity, 
cruel Venom and Malignity, ſpread over all 
Body and Soul, torment each part. It's a 
bitter Drop that will ſo 1mbſtter an Ocean 
of Eternity. No wonder good Men cry out 
againſt it; weep becauſe of it. 
'-$. Andthen Holineſs, and Strictnefs, Di- 
higence and Striving in Good is commend2- 
ble, this juſtifies good men in their greateſt 
and mot fervent dutjes ; this ſhews why they 
bleſs Gad ſo much for Pardon, why they 
: prize Chriſt, and all the Ordinances; -why er 
'twasthe only thing David delir'd above his 530% 55 
Kingdom and Poſterity ; - David's Earthly 
Kingdom 1s loſt, but he hath got an Heavenly 
Kingdom ; this makes good miniſters fo ear- 
neſt, cry aloud, beg and intreat. 
6, Then they are not in the beſt and ſafeſt 
Condition, that are moſt bold in Sin , and 
fearleſs of V Vrath. 7, Then 


* 
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7. Then,ſet to this work as your main and 
only buſineſs, in all your affairs ; let nothin 
hinder of-tempt you toſin. , VVhen one had 
a great preſent ſent him, he-ſent it back a- 
gain, and ſaid, Pray tell your Maſter, all I de- 
fre, he may pray, that { may not miſcarry fore 
CVEre F ' 
You have infinite cauſe to bleſs God, and 
admire his Goodneſs, . if ydu are flying from 
this wrath to come, and have ſome hopes, 
how will it be when you come there ? 
9. Now this fir{& ſad conſideration affords, 


r. Matter of Lamentation. 2, Ground. of 
Expoſiulation. And 3. Matter of Conſiderati- 


071, and ſerious Meditation. ' 


1. Matter of Lamentation. 

1. Bewail theſad conditionof thine own 
Soul ; mourn over tay miſerable ; loſt un- 
doneſelf. You have wept for many triflin 
matters, andþeen vext and diſquieted about 
others, their thoughts or ſpeeches of you, or 
carriages towards you z when "they ſlight 
you, or deal unworthily, ungratefully, or 
falſely. But did you ever yet fall out with 
your ſelves, and betroubled about the. buſi- 

neſs of greateſt concernment; that you ſhould 

thus wonnd, ſtab, and ruine your ſelves? 
Could you bewail it with tears of blood, ?. its 

not ſufficient ; oh what weeping and wailing 

and gnaſhing of Teeth is in Hell, becauſe of 

this. How many, bleſſed mercies, rich--op- 

A portunittes, 
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ottunities,choice advantages of doing your 
| F-lves good, have you cheated your ſelves 
of. Nay, | 
1. You haye contriv'd:it, deſign'd it, ſtu- 
died all ways howto ac@mpliſh'this deceit, 
and deſtruftion. Men are' wiſe to 'do evil, 
they /eck, deep to, bide their Counſel from 
the Lord, and their works are in the dark to de- 
ſtroy themſelves. All mens deſign is to wound 
and hart themſelves, and not be diſcover'd. 
As men deal craftily with others, ſo they, do 
to themſelves. © Its a ſad thing, when a man 
hath wit enough, and make uſe of it, to rea- 
ſon himſelf into Hell, to plead againſt Good, 
and for evil. Ih | | 
2. Men pleaſe themſelves in this ſeli-nndo- 
ing, Soul-ruining work, they glory and boalt 
" intheir cunning craftineſs to deceive. them- 
ſelves. The wicked boaſteth of his Hearts deſire 
and bleſſeth the covetous, whom the Lord abhor- 
reth, through his pride he will not own God, 
God 43 n0t in all his thoughts, God's judgments 
"are fanabove out of his ſight ;, he hath /aid .in 
his heart, I ſhall neveg-be moved, for 1 ſhall ne- 
'ver be in adverſity, | 
' 3: There 1s no convincing men of this 


folly and madneſs, and ſelf-deſtruCtion.. 


"They will hearken to you in other ' matters. 
But let the Charmer charm never ſo wiſely, 
they are as the deaf Adder that ftops her ear. 
. "VVhat ſhall he done to convince: Sinners ? 

. -Let Miniſters cry alond, and not ſpare, ſhew 
them their ſins, and their danger, it's all 
: C2. 
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one. God's Meſſengers cry' gut, Who hath 
believed our report ? God ſays ,, Why mill you 
die, 1 have no pleaſure in your death, d bad 1@- © 
ther you would turn and live. Why have you 
pleaſure in your own death ?. cannat you pi- 
fy your ſelyes ? look on your own hands jand 
feet with pity, and think , muſt theſe burn 


in Hell fire. 


Shall I not pity mine own Body and Saul ? 
Shall Miniſters weep over me, - Parents or 9- 
ther Friends bewail my Itybhorneſs and mi- 
ſery, and I not bewail mine own ſad;conditi- 
on? Inceda ſoft tender Heart to monra q- 
yer this hard, rocky, and deceitful Heart. 
Sometimes I have deſpair'd to preach of the 
great things of Salvation. 1 have heen think- 
mg, Iam now going to the ſick, to the wann- 
ded, to the poor, to the dying with, offers af 
Life, Riches and Salvation , but all will be 
ſlighted. Were we to offer more of this 
World, how many would attend ? Could 
we offer and give 10 0r 20 {,'a Week to every 
one that would pray an hour every day in his 
Family, how many praying, at leaſt preten- 
ding Families would there be in every Pariſh 
and Town? Alas! men ſe not the worth :of 
Spiritual and Eternal mercies ; that a little 


Zſ-19.10. Grace is worth thouſands of Gold and Silver; 


that they may berich, and healthy, and ho- 


- nourable, and not periſh eternally: That 


they cannot be holy, but they myſt be ever- 
laſtingly happy. A man may fave a careful, 
tender Father, a loving indulgent Mother, 
(deſirable 


hy” 
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defirable and pleakng Wife and Children, a 


pkafiant habication,a competent maintenance, 
and yet periſh; but'a Man can't have God 
for his Father, Chriſt for his Saviour, the 
omiſes for his Portion, and Heaven for his 
Tomne and Inheritanee, but he muſt be un- 
conceiveably bleſſed. And yet no convincing 
of perſons as to their own good moſt will 
own and acknowledge this to others ; that 
ſuch '#ood Men are happy, and !ſuch wicked 
wretches iniſctable,; but nor apply it to their 
own Souls. | 
- '2.-It's matter of Lamentation as to the 
whole World, that this deceit is ſo general 
and univerſal ; take it as toall Ages. You 


find all Prophets complaining in their days, :y,c.beg 


as to great Men, and mighty Men, and poor 
Men, as to Prophets and Prieſts, and all the 
People, that they Uecive themſelves, and de- 
ceive one another. How ſad, that but one 
Woah in the whote World, but one Lot in all: 
Sodom: nay, the Apoſtle complains, and 
Chriſt himſelf, that few would be un-de- zo 
ceiv'd : None Righteous, no not ene; not One 11. 
that ſeeketh after God. Had they falſe Pro- 
ys or good Miniſters, ſtill deceitful, and 
deſtroying themſelves. ; 

' So 1n all Countries, Towns and Pariſhes; 
different perſons ditferent tempers, diſpoſi- 
frons, contrary Religions, but all agree in 
this 'common deceit of ſcIf-Ueceiving'; Ler. 
ther be lictle differentopinions in our coun- 
try, one deſtroys himſelf with Pride, ano- 
| | ther 
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ther with Hypocriſy, a third with Covetouſ- 
neſs, ſevere againſt each other, but fayou- 


rable to themſelves ; ſome tt none eſcape 
their Cenſures, but themſelves. 4, L508 

3.It's to be bewail 'd.that this deceit ſhoy1d 
be ſo groſs, that Men' ſhould haſten to Hell 
with their eyes wide open,run into ſin againſt 
the clear light of thg Word, nay the con- 
victions of their own Conſciences.- "As a 
propahne wretcth confeſſed, his corruptions 
were too ſtrong for his convictions a: Con- 
{crence : The Apoſtle ſays, that ſuch. know 
themſelves worthy of death, yet will live 


Ron.1.laft and take pleaſure in it. Men can'thut know 


that they daily wrong their Souls, and yet go 

on, eat, and drink and*laugh, upon the brink 

of deſtruftion. How many Thouſand in this 

Nation, that are as merry Md tinconcern'd as 

if all were well, they ſhall find all ratten. 

There is no need of conyincing them that 

they are wicked, they know it, no nor that 

wicked Men muſt periſh eternally, they own 
it, but ſtill not apply this to: themſelves. To 

fay; Tanrthe Man. ' 5/1 rs 

_ 4+ That thisdeceit and undoing ſhonld he 
of ſuch dreadful conſequence, andyet not re- 

garded, Were it the Joſs of an Eye, .or.an 

Hand, or Houſe or Cattle, it were fad: ; , Þut 
to loſe Body and Soul, God, and Chriſt.and 
Heaven,and all good ;. and'this loſs irrecoye- 
rable, and irreparable,ncver to be made up in 
it. ſelf, nor to be made amends for any other 
way; ray, to fall into'dreadful and onipedks 
GR. __able 


whether he ſhall be Sawv'd or Loft, 
able miſery and torment. , How can this 
be ſufficiently bewail'd. Wi 
2.-Here is matter of Expoſtulation. . 
May 1 expoſtulate, and yet reaſon with 
you Sinners, will yon yet hear and conſider, 


that Have rejected ſo,many -Councils and 


calls? X | 

1. Why will you die Sinners ? Death. is 
terrible in it ſelf, but what is eternal Death ? 
Why will you love Death, and choſe it 


above, and before Life ? If -others will die, | 


and no ſtopping them, you can't perſwade 
them; why will you deſtroy that being, 
that ſoul and body of your own ? Whathurt 
have yon done your ſelves, that you have 
ſuch inplacable malice againſt your own 
Souls, as to chuſe curling rather than bleſſing, 


and Death rather:than Life. What have you - 


to plead for Sin ? What is there fo deſirable 
in 1t; as rather die your ſelves, then that Sin 
Sould die ? Are- not Soul-faving ways better 
for the preſent ; is not ſobriety better than 
temperance and exceſs, patience than paſſion, 


contentment *than covetonſneſs. All the ways * 


of -Sin are hurtful, troubleſome and bitter. 
2. Let me expo{tulate with you abont ſelf- 


ſalvation. . What have you to plead againſt * 


it? .Come let us reaſon together :. Are not 
Jour ways un-equal, and theſe ways equal ? 
S It not, a bleſſed thing, to live,loving,and 


honauring and praiſing God on Earth, as your- 
Friend, Lord and Father, and come to enjoy - 


him and all good with him to all Eternity ? 
þ Is 
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Is not Heaven, large, and good, and long 
enough to reward all your labour of Love? 
Are the terms too hard, and the'way'too 
ſtrait ? Can you deſire fach matchleſs glory 


| on eafier terms ? Do not you labour and ſweat 


morefor this Worldythat promiſes litfle,and 
performs leſs ? Will it not caft you off at laſt, 
and afford you but a ſinall hole to lay your 
dead ſtinking Corps in; but in this way! you 
may have an Houſe not tnade with hands, 
etcrnal inthe Heavens. + : | Or 
I. Would: you have Chriſt do more fo 
you.die or ſuffer more for you ? Can you buy 
at an higher, at a dearer rate ? To-ſave'yon 
loft, and utterly © undone ; he might have 
given Kingdoms for 'yon, but in this he had 
not ſhewn fo mueh love; in this God and 
Chriſt ated to the higheſt ; he might have 
made more glorious Heavens and Earth, and , 
ſhewn more power and wiſdom , and have. 
deſtroy'd and puniſh'd ſinners more terribly, 
and have ſhewn greater wrath ; but; could he 
ſhew greater. love than this, todie and loſe 


* himſelf fora time to win and gaig you. Now 


o 


will. you tell:him to his face, thatihis Blood 
was needleſs, and that you were not ſo.dread- 


\ fully loſt, and wretchedly undone, that he 


| : Pſdl. 2. 1. 


ſhould die to fave you ? He knows better'than 
you; how earneſtly could 1 plead with yoy 
on this account. I beſeech you by the'mercies 
of God, in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt. If 
there be any conſolation in Chriſt,1t any'com- 
fort in his love, if any bowels - of- _— 
Dy _ - thin 


whether he ſhall be Sav'd or Loft. 


think on thoſe things, and do not: deſtroy 
your ſelves, when Chriſt hath done ſo mnch 
zo ſave you. Why will you be-grudge him 
the purchaſe of his Elood, the travel of his 
Soul ? All herequires, 15, let me fave thee, let 
me love thee ; Can you deny ſuch requelts ? 
If yoh will deny him, and periſh rather, yet 
why will you ſpit in his face, trample on his 
blood, and make it common or unclean ? 
Way will you in derifion and contempt ſwear 


' by his blood and wounds 2 Why will you call 


upon him to damn yon, when you ſhould 
pray: to him-to ſave you ? If you will not 


priſe his yearning bowels,do not kick at them; + 
do not make his wounds bleed, and Crrcify 


him a freſh ; Why do you ſometimes pretend 
love ? Why do you laugh at thoſe that do 
prize him, and boaſt of other bargains and 
lovers ? What ſhall be faid to Sinners? Chriil 
would haye you give up your ſelves ; he b:g3 
you, though you are his before, he will accept 
It as a gift, he will but borrow you to mend 
you, aud give you back to your telves again z 
he will but take away th2 drofs, your filth, 
, your ſickneſs, your burden ;, he will make you 
found and heart-whole, he will crown you 
with Glory and Honour, and make you truly 
good, and of worth ; now your Heart 15 
deceitful and deſperately wicked, hard and 
unbelieving, he will make it tender, humble; 
and Heavenly, and ſo for Head, ,Yongue, and 

Life. 
But If you will not hearken to, and love 
Chriſt, yer love your felves; if you will not 
G accept 
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accept of this Salvation, he will barn, he 
wilt deſtroy you. - He- that. now woes and 
intreates, and came at firſt lowly and meek, 
will come ſhortly in flaming fire, reveal'd from 
Heaven with his mighty Angels, to take ven- 
yeance of thee. LS. 

What ſhall I ſay,” would you have Chriſt 
woe and intreat more, ſend other Meſſengers, 
and make other propoſals, can he offer you 


' more than he doth ;- more than himſelf and 


Heaven, and all .n it; is he not altogether 
worthy and able ? Can others do any thing 
for you, 1s there any other name ? Can you 
help.your ſelves wirhout him ? 

-3, Matter of information: and ſerious con- 


. fideration. | | 


friends to their Souls. 


1. What an unſpeakable mercy is it, if we 
are in a hopeful way of being ſav'd from all 
this dreadful wrath ; if we are undeceiv d. 

2.. On the other hand how ſad is their con- 
dition that have no friends, or helpes to un- 
deceive them; not only a deceitful--Heart 
within, but careleſs Parents, bad mye's ==0 
wicked Neighbours? all flatterers and» no 


3. "Then it's a buſineſs of great concern- 
ment, and a work that requires<care, watch- 


fullneſs, pains;anddiligence to haye thisBody 


and Soul eternally ſar'd-; were it © cafie as 
many, moſt think, ſo many wiſe and lear- 
ned, and rich and yary Men would not mif- - 
rarry fo wretchcdly as they do. PETE. 


: { 4. we 


» 4'"& 
* 
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4. We have cauſe to admire and priſe the 
free Grace of God, that can fave from this 
dreadful Hell, and make us unſpeakably 
happy. £ h 


FIP4 


— 
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; Come tothe Second grand Motiye to per. 

| hav Men to conſider ſeriouſly ; what re- 
joycing there will be within, what an unſpeak- 
able mercy, if Body and <oul are fay'd. I 
, need not enter upon this large ſubject ; there 
are many excellent choice "Treatiſes to ſhew 
the Glory and- happineſs of Heaven ; none 
doubt but that it's enough, large, and ſweet, 
and laſting enough, thar believe any thing of 
that Bleſſed State. - Conld yon but beheve 
that your Bodies ſhonld riſe out of the Grave; 
and meet-the Lord in the Clouds in the Air, 
coming with his Milions of Blazing Anpels : 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor can 
it be thought on anſwerable to its greatneſs. 
To be delfver'd from all thoſe Miieries and 
Sins beforE-mention'd,, and have thy Body 
and. Soul inſtated in Glory, when'others . 
ſhall cry to the Mountains to fall on them _ 
20d hide them from the wrath of the Lamb; 
and their Heafts failing them for fear, then 
to lift” up thy head with joy, becauſethy re- 
demption draws nigh to hear God ſay, come 
. thou bleſſed,” when he ſays to another, go_tho:s 
| ; G3 carſed x; 
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curſed ;, caſt others into lakes of fire and 
brimſtone, and bring thee into his Bleſled 
Preſence, in whoſe Preſence is fulneſs of joy, 
and at whoſe right hand therr are pleaſures, 
Rivers for abundance, the Rivers of God for 
excellency and for duration for evermore. 
Did you believingly think, ſhall very ſhortly 
be with Gods Saints and Angels, nowl1 am a- 
mongit troubles, Toads and Vipers, but 1 ſhall 
very ſhortly lin no more, and God will wipe 
away all Tears from mine eyes, and none can 
riſe after his bleſſed hand. How littleand 
inconſiderable would this World ſeem with 
all its croſſes and comforts, did you believe 
this, you would throw this World-as dirt 
and dogs-meat at your heels. | 

Do you judge thoſe great and good things 
can be had without ſecking, or very eably ; 
your the nature, greatneſs, worth and ſptri- 
tuality of: them,no worth call for life, vigour 
earneſtneſs. Yon may trite about ftraws 
and pebbles, ſleep and he weary, dull and 
droaniſh, at your meals , about © your 
mony, &c. But yon can't pray ſo, to ſucha 
God , and for ſuch a Heaven, Whatever 
ſinners think of it, they will find and'know 
one day, that their was more labour reqnir'd 
on Gods day, then on their own ; more life, 
zeal and fervency requir'd about eternal life 
and everlaſting glory, than ahout houſes of 
clay, and this traſh.. A great God muſt haye 
_ great praiſe, great fear, and honour duh to his 
name. We cant love him as God, _ 

Wit 
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with all our Heart and Soul : Nor muſt the Deur. 6.5. 


greatneſs of the work afirighten or diſcou- 
rage us. Is it not my: concernment to be 
bleſſed and happy as well as another ? Why 
may. not my Tongue praiſe God, and my 
Heart love him ? This is the way good Men 
walk'd in, they did ſtrive , and pray and 
wreſtle ; and if Lt would have their mer- 
cies and priviledges, why ſhould not I do the 
ſame work ? If 1 exped& the like Harveſt, I 


muſt ſow the ſame Seed. Have I any thing Ga. 6. 7. 


to do at preſent, that is better, or of greater 
or nearer concernment ? Can I expect ſich 
mercy and falvation any way elſe ? What 
are the delircs, hopes, fears , love and joy of 
the SouT given me for, but to theſe ends ; they 
will be loſt any way elſe? If 1 lovea friend 
that is dying, or may be falſe,it, can't anſwer 
my love, I love the life of an immortal Son], 
that would love an immortal, never-dying, 
ever-living, ever-loving God. 

r. Be fully ſatisfied, you may be more ſure 
| of this happineſs, than of any thing elſe. 
That theſe eternal mercies may be yours, and 
you made evcrlaſtingly happy, that all the 


Devils in Hell, and all the Men in the World 


can't hinder you, nor deprive you of it. We 
have all the aſſurances imaginable of being 
| made fully and compleatly happy in Heaven 
whatever can ſettle any inheritance or good 
to Men on Earth, God hath declar'd inhis 
_ : word, that all ſich ways Heaven ſhall be 
made ſure to us. It ſeems ſo great and good, 
G 3 | and 
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and we ſovile and unworthy, that we are apt . 
to fear and_ doubt, it can neyerbeour por- 
tion and inheritance. I might :diyide- this 
into ſeveral Heads, in general with reſpect 
to God the Father, what can t an Almighty 
God do by power? what can't the Lord of all 
the World do in bounty ? What will not the 
true and faithful God do according to his 
word ? what will not a Gracious Fater, full 
of love and tender bowels do for his-Chil- 
dren? and as to Chriſt our Saviour, what 
will not he give that gave himſelf, that 
died, that purchas'dit, that eſpous'd us as his 
own, that is our Advocate to plead for us, 
that is our Conquerour, But I ſhall rather 
take them as ſo many diſtin&t Heads. We have 
it by Gods choice of us, by his good will 
to ns, by his free gift, by his mighty power, 
by fitting and qualifying us; by adopting 
ns, by making us new creatures, we have it 
by Birth, by title of Law, by agreement an 
both ſides, by purchaſe; a price ſufficient 


— 


paid for ir, bought to the full ; and by fale 


and bargain,we muſt buy it too-z by conqueſt; 
Chriſt conquering for us, in-us, and by 83 
by near Relation 'and Son-ſhip; by. ſolemn 


_ engagements, Gods Promiſe, Writings; Oath; 


his Seal ; by clear evidences in us, our deſires; 
hope, faith and joy ;5 we have the earneſt, 
the fore-taſtes of the Spirit ; we chave the Re-- | 
cords of Heaven, onr Names Written there, . 
and the conſent of all there, we have it as | 
wages and reward, and we haye it in preſent 
be Oe Ge | __ poſſtfſion, 
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whether he ſhall be Sav'd or Loft." " 87 
| poſſeſſion; - But of all theſe I-ſhall ſpeak'apart, 
and particulary afterward. 


1. On our parts it's clear, in our deſires 
after it, expecting, aud waiting , and ho- 
ping, and believing, and ſtriving, and-run- 
ning, and'rejoycing in hope; all thoſe are 
clear evidences within us.” God had never 
wrought theſe things in onr Souls, but. that 
he will fatisfie, and anſwer them. He that 1 Pet. 1.3. 
bleſſes the Body, in ſatisfying its hungrings, 
will abundantly fili the hungry Sonl. He : 
hath begotten us again unto this lively hope, 
to an inheritance incorruptible. He that be- * q 
lieves1s faid to have everlaſting life, and to A 
receive already-the end. of their Faith, the ; 
ſalvation of their Souls, Heb. 10. 34. know- 5 
'ingin your ſelves, that you have in Heaven ; 
a better and enduring ſibſtance. _ 

2, It's firm and ſure in it ſelf, © that this 
truth ſtands firm upon the ſtrongeſt aſſuran- 
ces, as ſure as the great Almighty God can 
*-do it, as ſure as an all-wiſe God knows how 
to0.doit;-as ſure as ataithtnl true God can- 
not but do it ; as ſure as a gracious Father, 
full of. tender bowels , will fave thoſe he | 
- dearly loves; as ſure as Chriſt the Son of 4 
God did not dye and ſuffer in vain ; as ſure 4 
as his Blood cannot be as Water ſpilt, on the 
ground, and loſt; asſfure as he mult ſee of 
the travail of his Soul, and be ſatisfied ; as | 
ſure. as he and his Father cannot, will not *J 
ſuffer any to be pluckt ont of their! hands” as 

G 4 ſure. --- 
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ſure as the head is above the Waters, and his 
memHers cannot be loſt,but mult have a com- 


- pleat body, and not a member of his myſti- 


cal body cannot be broken off; as ſure as 
he will not looſe his ranſom ; as ſure as he 
can ſave to the uttermolt ; as ſure as he will 
not break the bruiſed Reed, but. bring forth 
Judgement into Victory 3 as ſure as his 
Prayers and Interceſſions are always effte&tu- 
al and prevalent ; as ſure as the Holy Ghoſt 
is a comforter that will abide in and with 
you for ever ; as ſure as God-will never ſet 
the Seal of his Spirit on the Devils Coin ; as 
fure as the peace Chriſt and the Spirit gives 
is ſuch as the World cannot take away ; as 
{ure as theſe ſpecial gifts and gracesare with- 
out repentance z as ſure as they area incor- 
riptible iced, of an immortal nature, a well 
of Water within that will ſpring up to life 
everlaſting ; as ſure as your repentance Is 
iach as you ſhall never repent of ;z your 'de+ 
fires, and hungrings, and thirſtings ſuch; as: 
nothing but eternal mercy will Entity hs 
ſure as your Hope, Faith, and Joys are fixed 
on eternal Objetts ; as ſure as God will ne- 
ver alter one tota or tittle of his-word; - but 
Heaven and Earth ſhall ſooner fail ;" as. ſure 
as the rich, full, and over-abounding pro-: 
miſes of grace and mercy,are-Yea, and Amen,” 
in Chriſt, and ſhall never prove dry Breaſts 
and empty Wells. What ſhall 1 more ſay? 
The time. would fail me to tell of all the af- 
Jurances in the word, and in this mort ing 
ng 


” ww 
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the other. I ſhall not mention this Heaven, 
this Sun; -Moon, and Stars,, this Eartlr that, 
ſeems to ſtand ſo firm ; I ſhall not mention 
the love of the tendereſt Mother to her ſuck- 
ling Child, ſhe may forget : But I ſhall ſum 
upall; as ſure as all the preparation and 
proviſton by God the Father, Son,: and Holy 
Ghoſt, made in Heaven, ſhall-not bein vain ; 
ſo ſurely ſhall you be wonderfully, un-altera- 
bly, compleatly, ang everlaſtingly blefled, 
if youare truly Good, and fincerely Religt- 
ous:  * 

2. It may now be expected that I ſhonld 
infiſt largely on this great and aftoniſhing 
Happinels, if {elf be-ſav'd to ſhew-how grear 
this Salvation is. There are many excellent 
and choiſe treatiſes about it. I can ſcarce 
forbear to enlarge on this great and weighty 
ſubject. | 


1. Your Being at preſent you prize and 
value, if any way comfortable, full and ho- 
nourable z but I might ſhew you, this will 
render your Being tranſcendent and firpaſ- 
{ing ; it's ſet out by whatever is pleafing, ho- 
*. nourable or profitable; to raiſe our eſteent 
and value of it. ; the-word tells you its beyond 


- whether he ſhall be Seu dor Loſt, 89 


eſe Ears. and Eys, and our very Concep- Iſa. 64. 4. 


$- and apprehenſion ; that 2 Cor. 4. 17. 


werender it far more exceeding and eternel xgd3mg- 
weight of glory. The Greek words cannot be &exiv is 
render'd into Engliſh; whatſoever is high and umg&ea- 


great, it's ſet out by, would you be rich, be lw 
; glo- 


995 


Dan.1 2.2, 


Phil.3.12. 
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glorious and ſhining, live, and not dye, live 
and ſing Allelyjabs ?. Vvould' you reign ? 
would you rejoyce with Joy unſpeakable ? 
would you be Kings and Prieſts for ever ? 
would you have Soul and Body happy ? why 
the Body that is ſown in weakneſs ſha!l be raiſed 
in power ; notable to lift an Hand or Finger 
in the Grave againſt a VVorm, fall like a 
Log, aStone, rais'd a ſtrong Body; ſown in 
diſhonour;, how diſgraceful, vile and' con- 
temptible ,,, and deformed, a dead Carcaſe, 
raisd Beautiful, Comely, and- Glorious ? 
Shme as the Stars, as the Sun , nay, made 
like unto Chriſt's glorions Body, as the Son 
of Righteouſneſs; all deformities; defeRts, 
and weakneſſes remov'd, blindneſs and lame- 
neſs gone ; as one Martyr ſaid comfortably 
to another going to the Stake : All the in- 
cumbrances and troubles attending the Body 
remov'd, no more pinching Hunger, nor 
ſcorching thirſt, no weeping Eyes, no wea- 
rineſs nor pain, Rev. 21. 4. God ſhall wipe a- 
way all tears from their eyes, no more death, nei- 


#her ſorrow nor crying , neither any more pain, 


ch. 22. 3.. there ſhall be wo more curſe; nor v. 


3. any night. or darkneſs, VVould you get - 
Bread of Life, Water of Life, :a Sun that will 


never ſet, -a Life that will never end, Friends. - 


that will never dye, nor-fail you, an Habi- 


tation that will never caſt you out 3 then be 


+ being in proſperity to all Ages ;. 


wiſg for your ſelves, I mean for your Souls. : 
How glad would Men be to continue this 
but were 
it 


T F be” a - 
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it poſlible, how low and mean to this above. 
But then for the Soul, how great and glo- 


rious, ſhining and tranſparent, pleaſant* and ſplendor 


joyful, rich and beautiful ; oh this breath of 
God, this temple of 'the Holy Ghoſt, this 
ſeat of all Heavenly Graces, this partaker of 
the Divine Nature. What will this Soul 
know, love and ſee ; what the joys of the un- 
derſtanding are above the ſenſual pleaſures 
much more will this be above all that is ſaid 
of the Body. | 

3. Take them both together, it 1s to make 
a rich, perfect and full Being z nothing wan- 
ting to compleat your Happineſs. 

2. Would you be happy with all kind of 
Happineſs, with all - Mercies and Bleſlings 
Can Heaven and all in it, can Ced, Chrilt, 
Angels and Saints make you happy ? There 
is a Kingdom and Crown, durable Riches 
and Righteouſneſs, Rom. 2. 7. &c. Glory 
and Honour, and Immortality. As all Can- 
dles, and Stars, and Torches. diſappear at 
therriſing of the Sun; ſo all theſe carthly 
matters go ont at the ſhining forth ofthe Sun 
of Righteouſneſs in all his Glory. When 
Chriſt comes at laſt. and thy Body and Soul 


mount up into the Clouds , into''the Air to - 
-.. meet him, and go triumphing with him into ©. 


Heaven ; then all the Angels and Saints ap- 
pear ..in their ſhining Robes, with Palmes 
of Glory in their harids, and Crowns on their 
heads, and the high praiſcs of God in their 
months. What joy and triumph, when you 
__F 0 : 
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ſhall find you are ſay'd, after all your falls and 
fears, doubts and «diſtraCtions, deliver'd out 
of Captivity, a Priſon, a- Dungeon, a Hell, 
and brought to this unſpeakable, matchleſs 
Glory.If juch comfort now in Ordinances, in 
mon ſeeking God ; if oneday here be worth athou- 
ris quam fandelſewhere,what 13a glympſe of thisGlo- 
inveniezti. Ty, worth all we ever had in our whole 
lives. Great and manifold is that goodneſs 

God hath and doth lay out upon us here every 

day ; but oh how great is that goodneſs God 

hath laid up for them that fear him ; we have 

many mercies In this vale of Tears, in this 

howling Wilderneſs, what ſhall we receive 
in our Heavenly Canaan, in the mount of 

Glory ? 

3. Would you be happy and blefled thus 

in the higheſt degree, to the fulleſt meaſure ? 

There is great difference in our joyes and hap- 

Pineſs here. Much difference between the joy 

at the finding a loſt Groat,and a loſt Child, 

long lookt for full of Fears, and at laſt found. 
How thy Heart leaps for joy, at the fight of 

a Chriſt ! Here we ſoon over-reach, .over- 
look, over-hope, promiſe our ſelves much in + 

ſuch a condition and relation, and difappoin- 

Nee Chri-ted ; but expeCt as much as you will here; 
flus,nec c4- not degeiv'd. Did Fobr: leap at the Salutation 


 iumpa- of Chriſt's Mother. How will thy Heart leaps 


3+rbolen, for joy at the Tight of Chriſt, oh thar Chriſt 
that dyed for me, that loy'd me fo dearly, 
that woo'd me ſo lovingly, that preyail'd up- 
on me ſo often, that rayifſh'd my Soul with: 


tus 
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his love ; oh how fill'd, rais'd, and raviſh'd 
at the ſight of him ! What joy to the Prodi- 
zal to be receivd into his Fathers Arms! 
How ſweet the home and reſt to the weary 
Traveller is Inheritance to the Heir! a 
Feaſt to the Hunger-ſtary'd ! an Haven to 
the toſt and almoſt Ship-wrackt ; all this,and 
much more will this be to thee. 

. 4+ Would you be thus happy without any 
mixtures, allays , or intermiſſion ? Here if 
we delight in a Child, or Friend, thereis one 
thing or other often imbitters it. Fain 
would the fond, fooliſh, indulgent Mother 
pleaſe her ſelf, glut her Eyes with,and Glory 
in here Son,and it may be he ſcorns, laughs at 
her, and is ſtubborn ; but if one thing be 
plea ing,many other matters are croſs. There 
twill be all joy, no ſorrow, all day, no 
night ; here isatime to weep as well as to 
laugh, there is nothing croſs or diſturbing, 
God always ſhining, Heaven always pleaſing, 
the Company all delightiom. 

5- Would you be fo happy for ever, then 
be thus wiſe for your ſelves. Here Men in all 
their Glory and Abundance haye a damp at 
the-thoughts of Death. Methinks it deadens 
me in reading the brave glorious Atchieve- 
ments of Alexander and the Cz/ars, and their 
fucceſs, when I think , but where are they 
now ? That faying ſeems ſevere of one to A- 
riftotle. Thou art admir'd where thou art not, 
and tormented where thou art.” All the Glory, 
Wealth, and Proſperity of a linner is ſwal- 
| hy. - | lowed 
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towed up with that one ſentence; - Thou ſoo! 
this night thy ſoul ſhall be requir'd of thee ;\ but 
if truly Good; thy happineſs ſhall never end. 
At the obſervation of all- this Glory and 
Goodneſs, conclude, as. P/al. 136: O give 
thanks unto the Lord, for he is 'good, for his 
mercy exdureth for ewer. O give thanks unto the 
God of Gods, for bis mercy endpreth for ever. 
Who alone doth all theſe great monders, for. his 
mercy endureth for ever, who pardoneth all my 
ſins, for his mercy endureth for ever. This and 
that 1in,.for, &c. Who loadeth me with all 
theſe benefits, for his mercy endureth for ever, 
Live, and live for ever, love God, and love 
him for ever ; his Face always ſhines upon 
me, hisGlory never leaves adorning me, his 
loving kindneſs never, never leaves refreſhing 
me. It's no blaſphemy, -but a real truth, I 
ſhall be happy and blefled, as long as the God 
of Heaven is happy and Bleſſed ; this muſt be 


ſo, becauſe Chriſt's purchaſe, blood, and 


Merits. deſerve everlaſting happineſs, the 
blood of the Eternal 'God, the rock the foun- 
dation ſo, and the building and ſuperſtru- 
Eture ſo, alſo a building of God eternal in; 


- the Heavens ; on this God's loye to ns is: 


grounded, and the -love of an everlaſting; 
God mult beeternal, and fo the mercies, thar 
flow. from it. God will not forfake his here 
on Earth, ſurely then not in Heaven ;* thcre- 
fore Grace is above Gold, becauſe it's.of an: 
of in Heaven, is faid to be ſo; a Kingdony | 
everlaſting 
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Everlaſting, Life Eternal, Inheritance incor- 
ruptible, a weight of Glory eternal, pleaſures 
for evermore. | 

But I ſhall more particularly treat of the 
greatneſs of their happineſs here, and here- 
after, and of the certainty of it. | 


— 


1. They are happy «nd bleſſed, that are ſo on 


all accounts, every way, but ſo are you. 
. 2, And they are happythat can't be made wile 
and miſerable. © | 

3. And they are ſo in compariſon of whom all 
ethers are wretched and curſed. | 

4- They are ſo, whom all account ſo. God, 
Spirits, good and bad, Men good, and bad. 


1, They are ſurely bleſſed, who are ſo on 
all accounts every way, but ſo are thoſe thax 
are ſav'd. F.. £2 

(1-).-They are all over favd. 2. They 
have all kind of Salyation. 

'1. They are perfe& happy ſubjects of Sal- 
vation. - Bleſſed are their heads, fraught with 
. the knowledge of God and:Chriſt whom to 
know is life eternal $ bleſſed their Hearts, 
fill'd with love to God, and all the graces of 


the Spirit. Before an hard, proud, unbe-. 


lieving deceitful Heart, now tender, humble, 
broken, Gods delight. A wicked Heart is 
ſaid to be little worth, indeed it's.the molt 
dreadful judgement, the plague of an'hard 


Heart, not pray, nor hear z nor priſe mercies,/ 


nor bear affliftions, nor be the hetter, bat the 
warke. © - " "And 
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Tit, 1.15. All means and mercies in judgement to ſuch 
.an Heart, but this a tender, teachable, loving - 


Heart, an Heart after Gods own Heart. 

Bleſſed Conſcience , tender, teachable, 
comforting z whereas the wicked Mans con- 
ſcience is a terror, a magor miſſabib, an Hell 
upon Earth; this an Heaven a rejoycing. 

All afteftions, bleſſed love, to love a God, 
a Chriſt, all good, Heaven, ſuch a Father, 
ſuch a bleſſed Saviour ; Sorrow, and hatred 
and indignation againſt Sin,{o:vile,how good, 
fear ſuch anHell,and rejoyce in hope of Glory. 

Bleſſed eyes for the things they feenow,and 
ears for that they hear now,but what glorious 
things here-after. fy 
; _ Bleſſed Tongues that praiſe God on Earth, 

and ſhall ſound forth Praiſes and Hallejuah's 
with Saints and Angels in Heaven. 

Bleſſed hands and feet that work for Hea- 
ven, and can in ſach a bleſſed way. 

Nay, bleſſed are your ſighs and groans, 
God hath-a Book of remembrance for, them ; 
Bleſſed your Tears, a Bottle for them..” 
They are bleſſed in all places and condi-' 

tions, ſick or poor, of dying. Fob as happy 
on the dunghill with his ſores, as in his Houte 
and Pallace ; Lazarns as happy at Dives $.door 
begging, as if with him eating ofthe dain- 
ties; and as fit to be carried by Angels into 
Abrabam's' boſom. A Jewel is. of the ſame 
worth in the. dirt, as in a choice Cabinet. 


A Philoſopher wore one day a rich Miieficn 


Cloak, and another day, a mean plain Loos 
8 . F an 
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and he ſaid, he was ſtill the ſame. Let a 
good Man be worth an Hundred Pound or a 
Thouſand Pound, or bit Ten Pound, it's 
all one as to his real worth. All that adds 


not a Cubit to his trne ſtature. Let him be 2 Cor, 4. 
ſick, he is happy, and gaining, he is thriving 


whilſt .decaying, gaining whilſt loſing. A 
good Man found ſuch good by a yearly 
{ickneſs”, that one year miſling it, he ſaid, 


Lord why had it thou not vifited me this year Cur ion 
alſo? he found corruptions then ſo ſtrong, viltaſti 


David could ſay, it's good for me that I have 


been afflicted; A wicked Man can't ſay fo, ann. <:. 
he loſeth by his Troubles, he loſes Mony, and am ? 


health, and Eaſe by a long ſickneſs, bur 
gains nothing. 


Nay this good Man 1s happy, dying.and Rv. 14. 


dead, as well as living. Bleffed a-e the Dead. 1 . 
that die in the Lord ;, precious 15 their Death in 
the'ſight of the Lord. To live is Chrilt, and 
to die 1s gain. A wicked Man can ſoon de- 
termine which is better to die; or live ; but 
good Paul knew not which to.chooſe; better 
tor him to die, and be with Chrilt, nay beſt 
of all. So happy in all places, abroad, or at 
home, bleſt going aut and coming-in, lying ' 
down and riling up at all times; bleſt Mor- 
ning, Even, and at Noon,and therefore he is 
then bleſſing God; ay,at midnight ; a wicked 
Man looſeth all; and 1s curſt ; he faves his 
Night watches, he 1s gaining at mid-night. 
I knew a good Man that wept in old Age, 
being drowhe and fceping all the Night, be- 

5 #J wail 
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Pſal. 4. 

Nunquam 
minus ſo- 
Ins, quam 
quum ſolus, 


- 
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wail d it, and ſaid, O my bleſſed waking 
Nights. Many times never better than in the 
dark Night, to converſe with God, out of the 
ſight and noiſe of the World. Commune 
_— your Hearts on your, Beds, and be 

ill. | 

Let this good. Man he alone, he can ſay 
often, never better than alone ; and when in 
Company, either getting good or doing good. 
Let him bein the bottom of the Sea, in 
the Whale's. belly, out of the- bottom 
of ſuch a Hell, pray; let him be in the 
Dungeon,in the Stocks, ſing and give praiſe ; 
let him be baniſh'd to the ends of the-Earth, 
God ſhall hear from him. | 


What ſaid a good Man of Baniſhment, Tox 
cannot banifh me out of my Fathers \Countrey. 
Another ſaid, the way out of the world is the 
© wel ſub ce- ſame there as here. 
to vel in 
eelo. - » 


When Luther was threat- 
ned, and ſaid, Where would he bs if the Enemy 
prevaild? anſwered, Either under Heaven, or 
in Heaven, and {aid chearfully, Let #s ſing the 
46 Pſalm. 
Happy praying, happy eating and drink- 
ing, happy ſleeping, and happy plowing,” 
2. Fe 1s the only happy man that hath all 
priviledges to make him happy. + | 
The removal of all evil, 'and-the confluence 
of all good. | i. em 
Theremoval of all Evil ; that 1s all fin and 
miſery. Now all his ſins are blotted out, and 
they are dying in him, and ſhall wholly -be 
conſum'd, andall the ſad evils that _— 
So tnem, 


—_ 
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them. God ſays, Son or Daughter, ſpeaks 

ce, ſays, Be of good cheer, gives in com- 
ort, takes .away the ſting, the burden of (in, 
and quiets the Soul. 

All good is brought to the Soul, what pri- 
viledges can be defir'd more, or greater , or ' 
longer ? Blefled Father, and they muſt needs 
be happy Children; bleed Spouſe,that have 


ſuch an Husband ; glorious and rich they 


that have ſuch full, and free, and over-aboun- 
ding promiſes of Grace -and Mercy ; that 
are Heirs to ſuch an Inheritance ; that now 
haye ſuch freedom to the throne of Grace; 
that'can pray, when, and where they pleaſe, 


- and be heard ; that are indecd a bleſſing to 


the Places, Pariſhes, or Families where they 
are, as Noah to the old World, and 'Lot-to 
Sodom, God ſaid, if but Ten there, all ſav'd--. 

God fays to Jeremy, pray wot for this Peo- 
ple, I cannot deny thee, . Let me alone, ſays God 
ro Mojes . 
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Why Lord who can hold the hands of Exek, 14. 


Onmpotency? Says God, thoxch Moſes aud 14. 


Samuel, aud though Noah , Daniel, and Job 
pray'd for theſe, not prevail. : 

— ThenGod is angry indeed. as if God ſhould 
fay, if any thing gr perſon in the World pre- 
vall, theſe woul@® Ler me hear thy voice for 
it 1s ſweet, and ſee thy face for it is comety. 


That God ſhould regard ſach above all- the /ſ. 66. 1, 


hands, but to this man will 1 look, thag 4s poor 


Ll 
v 


World. The heavens and earth the mork of ny 3 


and contrite, beyond and above all elſe 5 he is. © 


more to me than heaven and earth, Every prayer 
H 2 of 
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of his is more worth._than thouſands of Gold 
and Slver, 45, 
© In giving himſelf to God, he gives the beſt 
thing, God will not accept Gold nor Silver 
Nec tus f. Without this 3 not all Goods, nor Bodies 
'2ete, nee burnt, nor Tongues , unleſs the Heart, the 
mea fine Man's ſelf, As God gives himſelf to him, its 
me. Bern, more than all the World : Others call for a- 
ny good, Lord it's the light of thy countenance. 
With your ſelves you give all, your time, 
your ſtrength, your parts, your names, your 
intereſt, as God in giving his Son, gives all 
with him. ' | 4 \ 
Now this gift is only of the beſt Men, 6- 
- thers give their Tongues, their Knee, their 
Goods, but cannot give their Hearts. God's 
enabling us to do this is the beſt gift we can 
receive from him. 


2. They muſt needs be truly and e#ly happy, 
whom all account ſo. 


1. Men, Good and Bad, account them ſo. 
Good men, David calls them the excellent of 
7. 16. 2. the Earth, in whom was all his delight, 
though a King a Companian of them, though 
never ſo poor. Whateveldw thoughts they 
have of themſelves, when they look in the 
- Glaſs oftheir own Humility, very vile and 
_  contemptible, yet in the Eyes of a good man, 
P/. 15e 4s honourable, > he honours them; but the 
greateſt wicked man vile in his Eyes. A 
worthy Divine in Priſon with Mr. Bradford, 
who 
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who would Subſcribe his Letters, Hypocrite 
Bradford, hard Hearted Bradford, bleſt God 
that he was in Priſon with that Angel Brad- 
ford, Says God in Heb. x1. 4lt.' of ſome in 
aens, caves, with ſheep-skins and goat-skins, de- 
ſtitute, of whom the world was not worthy, and, 
as if ' he ſhould ſay, it's pity ſuch Jewels 
ſhould lye-in ſuch a Dunghiil World. One 
on the place ſays, if all the greateſt, vhe 
proudeſt, with all their Kingdoms, Glory, 
and Riches, were put into one ide of the Bal- 
lance,and one of theſe poor totter*d, deſpis'd 
ones in the other fide, he would weigh down _ 
all. The People cry'd ont, when like to looſe Ong 
Chryfoſtom, better looſe the light of Heaven, '* 1! "9 
than the light that leads to Heaven. + One jun, ut 
obſerves on Herod's Oath, that he might have Ch-yſoite- | 
kept his Oath, and ſpar'd Fob? Bapriſt's Head, mus nor 
for his Head was more worth than all his #9 
Kingdom. ; 


Chryſoſton, 


When Nazianzen was leaving 2 place, a V4 Pater. . | 


good old Man broke aut into a- Paſſion, and kings 


ſaid, Durſt thon father leave ns, and carry as ice. 
way Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt with thee. 
How did Zhſha cry out- with Elijah, My fa- 2Kings 2. 
ther, my father, the Chariet . of Iſrael, and the 12- | 
horſemen thereof. | 

2. Bad men account them ſo, at preſent 
they have many ConviCtions, if ſpeak out as 
Pilate's Wife, ſuffer many a twinge, they 
ſpeak well of them when they are dead ; at 
four hours they ſpeak it out, in a day of con- 
viction, when the word ſtartle and awaken 
H 3 them, 
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in'a day of publick Calamity ; what hard 
hearted Pharaoh will not ſend for a Afoſes 
then; and ſay, I have {inned: in. the hour of 
ſickneſs and death ;then when their faces wax 
pale, their Joints ſmite againſt each other, 
their Hearts ſink and dye within them, . then 
you may perſwade them to any thing, then, 
oh that they cold aye the death of the righteous, 
and in the day of Judgment they ſpeak it out 
loudly to their own horrour and confuſion. 


2. Spirits good and bad, Angels and De- 
vils account them ſo. The Devils ſhew it by 
their malice at their Souls, he did not aim 
at Job's Houſes or Cattel, but his Integeity 
as a Thief aims at the Jewels not the Lum- 
ber. He ſpar'd one Servant after another to 
provoke him, and at laſt his Wife,' which-he 
might have cut off: He prevail'd ſo well by 
Eve, that he would try this way again. The 
reaſon why he went into the Swine, was to 
provoke the Gadarenes from their Covetouſ- 
_ to deſire Chriſt todepart, and he pre- 
vail 'd. | | 

The Angels and Saints ſhew it ; by the 
Angels. attending them, © miniſtring . unto 
them, and prying into the great myſtery of 

their Salvation ; but above all, by that ſhout 
and triumph there is in Heaven at the Con- 
verſion of a Sinner. 


3. God accounts them fo, and this is more, 
and above all, - He only knows what is good 
| an 
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and beſt. He declares in his word, -his 
thoughts of theſe above all the reſt of the 
World ; calls theſe Wiſe;and theother Fools, 
let them be never ſo Great, Rich, and Poli- 
tick. God puts the higheft value on theſe, 
Heaven and Earth, and all attend them. In- 
deed little mention is made of other Kings, 
. and Great men, but as they had ſome reſpe& 
to Geds People. But what honourable men- 
tion doth God make of Abraham, and Me- 
ſes, and David, and Fob. Abraham my friend, 
how waſt thou not afraid to ſpeak. againſt my ſer- 
vant Moſes : David a man” after mine own 
beart-: Haſt thou conſider d my ſervant Job, 
there is none like him. 

How God commends them for their Faith ? 
Heb. 11. How doth God ſpeak to them, ſpeak 
peace ? Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, ſpeak, 


ye comfortably to Jeruſalem. Say to the righ- ſa. 40. I. * 


teens it ſhall be well with them, Son, be of good 
cheer, thy ſms are forggven. Sends an Angel 
from Heaven to tell Dariel, that he was be- 
loved, and his Prayer was heard ; ſends the 
Comforter into their hearts to chear them z 
ſpeaks kindly and lovingly, full of bowels 
of compaſſion ; how does he ſpeak for them, 
ſpeak terribly to their Enemies ? How doth 
he ſpeak of them, call them his Jewels, his 
Portion, his Inheritance, the Apple of his 
Eye. 

What great things doth God do in them, 
and for them, to ſhew how precious they are 
in his ſight; givethem all Grace, root out 
x H 4 their 
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pictus, | 
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their- Sin, change their Natures, make them 
partakers: of his-own Nature ; what hath 


3: God done for theim,” born alove to them from 


all eternity, given his dear and only Son out 
of his Boſom to dye for them, which is more 
than if he had given Sun, Moon, and Stars 
out of Heaven: for them. God loved-them 
ſo as cannot be expreſt, nor underſtood, oh 
the height, length, depth and breadth, it's 


Eph.3, alt. paſt knowledge. 


What does God do for them, ſanQify, ju- 
ſtify, heal, ſupport and comfort them, and 
make Heaven and Earth to ſerve them , and 


" ſpend themſelves 1n their ſervice ; tho®* others 


partake of the Sun-ſhine ,, and Rain, of the 
dews of Heaven, and fatneſs of the Earth ; 
a Gardiner waters and dungs his Garden, 
and the Weeds partake of the nouriſhment:; 
but he doth it _meerly for the ſake of the 
Herbs and Flowers. , 

God gave them an excellent Body, and 
mbntlertalty maintains it, curiouſly wroaght 
at firſt, as with needle-work ; that” the Eye 


?ſ.139.18 ſhould ſee ſuch vaſt Heavens and Earth at a 
quaſi acu- glance, that ſo defended with Eye-brows, 


ſhutters to clap down, eight or nine defences 
for that little curious part, the apple of it; 
that the Tongue can make ſuch a noiſe, ſpeak 
ſo diſtinftly ; who could make a piece of 
fleſh make fuch a ſound, that the throat made 
ſo curiouſly, as to receive down Meat and 
Drink; and convey'd into all parts of the 
Body ? How many wonders in every _ ; 
71 EL That 
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That the Teeth ſet ſo exaftly to meet, grind, 
and chew the Food ; that the Hands plac'd 
at the ends of the Arms of ſuch a length 
from the Body, as to help, relieve and .de- 
fend every part; that all the Joints and 
bones ſo hung, as to move all preſently; 
that we can bow down, fit, kneel down, 
lyealong, riſe up ſo conveniently and com- 
fortably, that the Brain is defended with 
ſuch a thick ſcull; and the Heart barracada'd 
and fenc'd with ſach Bones; that we can 
ſtand upright and walk on ſich a ſmall, part, 
and the Foot of that convenient bigneſs and 
breadth, as to bear vp all the Body. - That 
one Leg of that length, as to be mov'd a 
convenient diſtance from the other, and {o 
' make ſpeed; we may ſay, all my Bones, Si- 
news, Joints and Arteries may praiſe thee. 

Much more might be ſaid of the Soul and 
the intelleCtual part. But all this is common ; 
certainly you cannot think that God gives this 
to them as to his People ; when many*ſwear 
with their Tongues,and their Eyes full of Va- 
ntiy. Withall, how dothGod maintain their Bo- 
dies? How many excellent, curious Creatures 
given for their delight-and ſapport ; Sheep 
and Oxen ſeem only to have their Life, as 
Salt to keep them freſh and ſweet for Man, 
when he pleaſes to take them down for his nſe. 


- How many innocent Creatures dye for them 


'to hive? What a glorions Fabrick made for 
them'to view forty or ſixty years, to paſs 


thorow to their Heavenly Canaan; and then 
= to 
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| dwelleth righteouſneſs. 


Pſal. 91. 
Ng, 
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to be burnt np; not good, and great, and 
rich enough for them, there they: muſt have 
a new Heaven and a new Earth, wherein 
But in this life God 
provides and gives greater and better things ; 
oh what a Treaſure in one Bible, what a 
bleſling in all the Graces. 

Every day God feeds them with Bread of 
Life, with Angels Food, and often with the 
body and blood of Chrilſt. 

Every day cloath'd with the Robe of 
Chriſt's Righteovineſs. Every day guarded 
with Angels, nay with the God of Angels. 

God is ready to do much more for you; 
he would give you much more, hath bid you 
ask what you will. - But what will hedo for 
you toall eternity; he will receive you:to 
himſelf, and you ſhall be forever with the 
Lord, hewill gnideyou by his Gounſel, and 
bring you to his Glory. - He will at the 
great day bring you forth with great Glory ; 
ſet the Crown on your Head, put the Robe 
of Glory on your back ,. and the palme in 
your Hand; and joy in your Heart, and the 
high praiſes of God, and the Song of the 
Lamb in your Mouths. Then Chriſt will 
ſay, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, here is a king- 
dom prepar d for you before the Foundations of 
the World; I told you when you were on earth, 
if you ſuffer d with me, and for me, you ſhould 
reign with me. Behold it is T that ſpeak, to you, 


behold the print of the nails, the piercing of the 
ſword, whence came out Blood to juſtifie you, aud 


Water 
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Water to ſanttifie and eleanſe you, and my heart 
blood and love to, and for you. T ſay not now as 
formerly, come take ip my yoke, come take up 
the croſs and follow me thorow bryars and thorns, 
thorow blood and mud, ſweat and ftorms: No, 
your labonr is done, your ſorrow is paſt, your race 
is run, here 1s the Crown ;, your Enemies are 
vangutſht, they ſtand there m chains trembling 
and confounded,here is your conqueſt and trigmph. 


A great Perſon kiſt the hole where the Eye Corſtar- | 


was put. out for his Service and Suffering ; 


| how will Chrift kiſs and embrace, give ho-, 


nour and ſplendour for every Scar, Wound, * 


 Reproach and Perſecution for his ſake. 


'Then ' God will reward you openly : 
Here are' your ſecret Prayers which no Eye 
ſaw, nor Ear heard, all in ſincerity to me in 


« ſecret ; theſe Almes, theſe Fafts out 


of real -love'to me ; here your Faith and Pa- 
tience: I told you your labour ſhould not 
be in vain. I give you all 'this glory , as God 
ſaid to Abraham, Look, Eaft-ward and Weſt- 
ward, &c. All this Kingdom of glory I give 
nnto you,. exter into your maſters joy, this can- 
not enter Into you.. It's too great, too rich, 
too largeand aſtoniſhing. Though '"twas a 
narrow way, and a ſtrait gate, that made you 
ſtrip and ſtoop, yet you ſee it was to a great 
Pallace, a large Kingdom. 


CHAP. 
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CHASE VL 


- 


YES here on Earth, nay good humble 
Chriſtians are too apt to fear, and think 
that this is too. great and tao good news to be 
true ; what! for God toreward my weak im- 
perfect ſervices, with ſuch a maſly Crown, 
ſich a ponderous weight.of Glory, I that de- 
ſerv'd not the crumbs that fell from mine'own 
Table, to have bread of Life, 'and fit down 
at my Father's Table; I cannot reckon my 
preſent ſervices worthy to.be compar'd with 
this Glory: How comes it to paſs,” that-I 
that was but of. yeſterday, 'it's but” a: little 
while ſince, I had not a Being, and now'to 
expe an eternal Being. . When Sawl's'Ser- 
vants told David of being the Kings Son, he 
an{wer'd, Seemeth it to you a light thing” to: be 
the King's Son in law, ſeeing that 'T am. @'poor 
71an, and lightly efteem{d;and to God he ſaith, 
a Whoam I, O Lord God, and what is my houfe, 
12; that thou haſt 'brought me hitherto? And-this 
was yet a ſmall thing in tby fight, O Lord God, 
254. 7. but thou baſt ſpoken of thy Servants houſe for: ai 
28, 29. ' oreat while to come, and. is this the manner--of 
" Man, O Lord God? How were David and. 0- 
thers aſtoniſht at this greaf kindneſs for 'an. 
Eternity to come; for thy words ſake, and ac- 
cording to thine own' heart haſt thou done theſe 

v. 21, 22, great things. 
23 S® - 


/ 


Well, 


_ 
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Well, but if God will chooſe you, quali- 

fy you, adopt you to be his Heirs and Chil- 

dren, and give you all this Glory, and give 

you all the aſſurances that can confirm an 

Eſtate and Happineſs, that can make it firm 

and ſettled, you have no tanſe to doubt and 4 

-queſtion. Only ſay, not unto xs, not unto us, i.Þ 

far —_— name be all the glory and praiſe, e- ; 

ven ſo father, for ſo it ſeems good in thy ſight. 


We have this happineſs made ſure in it 
| felf, and to us. ; 
1. We hayeit by Choice, by Election. 


| 1. Godordain'd and deſign'd this Happi- 
| neſs for Us, and Us for it. Before the Foun- 
dation of the World, God had thoughts .of Ephex- 1. 
Eternal Mercy and Love to our Souls. , - 
| 2. God hath ſince propos'd and proffer'd 
; it to us; which he would not haye done, 
; but that he is ready to make good his part to 
us. | 


3. Nay, God carneſtly perſwades and in- 

treats us to accept of this unſpeakable, Eter- 

, nal Mercy. Oh what large, loving, and 

earneſt invitations; is any thing in the _ 

fl World like it ? The Apoſtle ſays, 4s though 2 Cor. 5. 

God aid beſeech you by ys, we pray you in Chriſts 20. 

ſtead, ſtrange expreſſions. | 

L 4. God commands us to ſeek and accept 

this great Mercy, and it's our ſin. and diſo- | 
bedience to retuſe or ſlight it, Heb. 2. 3. 

How ſhall we eſcape if we negleft ſo great ſalva- 


tion ? 


IIO 
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rti0z ? He bids us firſt ſeek the Kingdom of 
God, and lay up our treaſure in Heaven, and 
lay up in.ſtore for our ſelves a good Founda- 
tion againſt the time to come, that we-may 
lay hold on Eternal Lite, 1 Tim.6. 19. 

5. We are choſen om of the reſt of Man- 
kind for this Eternal Salvation, to be for e- 
ver with the Lord. God will not looſe; hls 
choice. any called, but few choſen, but theſe 
are choſen to Salvation, 2, The. 2.13. When 
others are damngd, v. 12. theſe are called, 
choſen, and f ajthfal. 


2, Wehave it by Gift ; though we deſerve 
not ſo great a favour and bleſling. 'Death #5 
the wages of ſim, its duedeſert, but eternal life 
is God's free gift, Rom. 6. laſt. Fear not little 
Flock,, ſays Chriſt, Lnke 12, 32. though 
you areſmall, and contemptible, and inconti- 
derable here, it's your Fathers good pleaſure to 
give you a kingdom. When Alexander ten- 
der'd a great thing to a mean Perſon, he re- 
ply'd, 'twas too big for him to receive; but 
he anſwer'd, it was not too much nor too 
great for him to give. It's Gods own to diſ- 
poſe of, and he may do with his own what 


_ Pleaſes him, as Chriſt ſays, ark 10. 40. 


Q SIM. 24. 
22, 


it's a {tre poſlefſion;when the right is in the 
Ponour, and he freely makes it-over to you. 
Though you are mean and unworthy, God is 
not.aſham!'d to be called your God, and he 
hath prepar'd a. City for you, Heb. 171. 16. 
Great things Araunah gave to David , as 4 
King, 1. We 
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1. We have it from his love, with his 
good will and favour, God delights in us, 
and to do this for us, it is your. Fathers good 
pleaſure, Luke 12. 32. God ſo loved 1s, as to 
give his Son, Fohn 3.16. and that love-inclines 
him to give us all things ; if Heaven and 
Earth, and all in it will make us happy, and ' 
do us good, we ſhall have it. He hath bid us 
ask whatfoever we wlll. 

2, We have it by his mighty power wor- 
king in Us, and for Us, preparing that for 
us, and us forit. Says Chriſt, John 14.1,2. 
Be not troubled in my Fathers Hoſe are many 
manſions, and I go to prepare a place, *and then 
on our part; we are kept by the” mighty 
power of God thorow Faith unto Salvation, 
1 Pet. 1.4, 5+ | 

3. We have it out of his inexhauſtible 
Fountain, rich tr2aſure , and unſearchable 
riches of his goodneſs. What cannot the 
Great, Almighty and Infinitely good God 
g1vVe, 


3. We have it as Children and Heirs from 
our Father theſe ways. 

1. Byadopting, us. 

2. By the new Birth. 


1. By Adoption. This is when a Man 
adopts and takes anothers Child for his own. 
We were ſtrangers and/Enemies , and God 
predeſtinated ns to the Adoption of Childien, 
Exh.1.'5. And becauſe we may beairaid and 

| ; not 
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not ſo bold; as to call God Father, there- 
fore he gives us. the Spirit of Adoption, 
whereby we cry Abba Father, Rom. 8. 15. 
and then the Spirit witneſles in, and withus, 
that we are Children, v. 16. and it follows 

+ | of neceſſity v. 17.if Children, then Heirs, nay 

- Heirs of God, ay, and joint Heirs with Chriſt ;, 
the ſame Inference we have, Gal. 4. 5, 6, 7, $. 
Firſt you are Sons, then you have the Spirit 
to cry Abba Father ;, no more a ſlaviſh, ſervile, 
mean, common Servant, but 4 Sons. and if ſo, 
then certainly an heir of God through Chriſt. 

Hence Chriſt is called our Elder Brother, 

; the firſt born among many brethren ; and at the 

280; day of Judgement he ſays, /n as much as ye did 

Ig *5"3r unto the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have 
: done it unto me. How high the Dignity, how 

great the Happineſs, how firm the Security of 
the leaſt of Gods Children,- and when he was 
riſen before he aſcended, he ſaid, Go rell 

brethren, and ſay unto them, I goto my fa- 

* ther and your father, to my God and your God. 

Zobn 20, And the Apoſtle takes particular notice of it, 

17. Heb. 2. 10. They: are brought to Gloty. as 

Sons, and v, 11. they are all one; and he 1s 

not aſham'd to call them brethren, v. 12. my 

Brethren, v.13. I, and the Children; and 

therefore v, 14. took out fleſh and blood, 


- 2. We have it by Birth, 
r. This Birth gives us a Title to lt. 
2. This Birth fits us for in, _ 


4: We 


>:  -_ 


_ hk 4 Lo. LI —— -_ — wee — 


(0) 
born: 2gainy. that we. py: enter into this 
ingdom; Chriſt. preacht this Dodtrine at 
1 very firſt ;.. they are; called, born of God, 


x Joh» .3-,9- and. ſo. faid.:to; be begotten. of 


God, chap... 1, 4, I8.- and- on; this account. 
called as Children, and-Sons and Daughters, 


_ therefore HIS, Gal. 4. 7«,\'No more a Ser- 
F 4 


want, but' a Son, and if a Son, then an Heir of, 


- 


Pos ib a wes; 0 ORE ES 
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i ler ber ba ſpall be Sava of Loft, © 
_ x-: We have this Privitedge by the new 
Birth 3 becauſe -we axe at firſt born Children Fobr.3.3; 
f wrath, [and Heirs of. Hell;, we muſt; be 
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God. Now who can hinder this Heir of his &om.$.17; 


Inheritance. It is not here as with Earth- 
ly Parents, the Father muſt dye before' the 
San can inherit, but onx Heavenly Father e- 
ver livest.: «+: | 

2. By this new Birth qualitying, preparing 
and fitting vs for this Kingdom; we are be- 
gotten again to.a lively hope, 1 Pee. 1.3, 4-' 


to this Inheritance incorruptible, and that 
fades not away ; and now-2s new born babes 


have new and ſyitable deſires, chap. 2. 2. we 
beeome Sons of God, Feb! 1.. 12. but: how ? 
bf , nat 4 que? x of fi by & 4 

e fleſh, npr of- the wall of man , but of Goa,, 
Y, 13s its call'd the work of God, chap. 6. 29. 
horg,not gf corruptible ſeed, -.but of in-cor- 
ruptible ?- there is cleapting, waſhing, and 


ſangifying, when we,were as others before, 


aſhed, yeare ſanCtifyed, they have new :. 
+ Re Hearts, new.Tongues, and new: . 


Ti.3-3,5- But ſuch were ſome of you, but you 
are 
Head, 


Livess RS. 
ST I--: 3. We 


RG ge 
. \ 


. 
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4:5, We have a right and title toitby Mar- 


© rage.” Chriſt the Son of Gol our-Husband, 


Eph.5.23- 


Hephzi- 


Mk; 6-4 


and we his Sponfe, 'and this given :by God, 
and ſettled as your Dowry,Portion and Join- 
ture :: Giving you his Son in Marriage, how 
ſhali- he not- with him freely: give you all 
things. You ſhallfind the word expreſſing 
Chrilt's greatAbve to his People this way. 
So: ought men to love their wives as their onn 
Bodies ;, no manhateth his:own Fleſh, but v.32. 
concludes at laſt, This us a great myſtery :- but 
I ſpeak, concerning Chriſt and his Chureh, God 
calls it at firſt, a Marriage-feaſt for his Son, 
Math, 22. 1. and bids'Sinners to the -Wed- 


My d-1i3ht Jing, andtells them the rich entertainment, 


* in her, 
Beulah, 
Marrzed. 


Iſa. 62. 4, 5. The Lord delighteth in thee, as a 
Bridegroom + rejoyceth over the Bride, Heb. 
With the joy of a Bride-groom, ſo the Lord 
ſhall rejoice over thee ; nay, <<. 54. '5, ©. 
ſaid plainly, Thy maker is thy Husband, the 
Lord of Hoſts is his name ; nor is this expreſt 
only -in this life, but with reſpeC to our-en-- 
trance into Heaven, ' Rev. 19. 7. The marri- 
age of the Lamb is come, and his wife bath made 
her ſelf ready ; v."9. Bleſſed are they that are 
called to the marriage ſupper : And the day of 
Judgment is ſet-'forth by the Bridegroom 
and his Bride, Aath. 25.beg. v. 10. The Bride- 
g£r00m came, and they that were ready, went- in 
with him to the marriage, and the door was ſhut. 
Fhe' Brideproom will certainly: haye his 
Bride with-hitm'in Glory ; and - therefore he 
gave himſelf for her, that he might m_ 


Pi 


U 
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fy and cleanſe) her, and preſent her a glorious 


' Bride without ſpot or blemiſh. 7 have eſpoi- , og, 1x0 


ſed you to one Husband, that I may preſent you a 9, + 
chaſte Virgin to Chriſt, 

4. We have it by purchaſe ; *a price laid 
down ſufficient for it ; it's fully paid and ac- 
cepted. Though we deſerve nothing at 
Gods hands, - Chriſt bought' Heaven and all 
its Glory for us: The Apoſtle is large on this, 
Rom. 5. 2. On Chriſt's account we rejoyce in 
hope of the Glory of God ; v. g. we ſhall be ſav'd 
from wrath through him ;, v. 10. we ſhall be 
ſav'd by his life ;, v. 17. we ſhall reign in Life 
by one Feſus Chriſt; v 21. grace aoth\reign 
through righteouſneſs unto eternal life ;, by Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 


1. This 1s done by buying ns out of Sc 
very, redeeming us with this purchaſe. We "7" os, 
were Captives and Bond-Slaves, ſold under 
Sin and'Satan. There 1s a great price given 


to redeem Captives ont of 1urky; we could 


not be got off without a great Ranſome, 
The Dev1l, the World, and Luſts challenge 

& right in vs ; now Chriſt buys ns from our 
of this cruel bondage, 1 Pez. 1. 18; 19. We 
are not redeem'd with corruptible things, 
but with the pretions blood of Chriſt ; and there- 
fore Chriſt challengeth a right in us, as his 
own;z 1 Cor. 6.20. Te are boyght nith a price, 
therefore ye are Gods, v. 19, andye are not your 1 C0r.7, 
oy. Therefore the Apoſte reaſoneth ſtrong-33: 
ly, Rom. 6. that if Chriſt dyed for us, we 
GG FS - ſhould 


1.16 


Eph. 1. 7. 
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ſhou!d-live to him, becauſe we ſhall live by 
him eternally. We bave redemption through 


' bis Blood, who hath deliver'd us from the 


Col. 1.14. power of darkneſs, and tranſlated us into his 


Epb.1.14: 
Aﬀxs $8.20, - 
_ the purchaſed poſſeſſion ; Gold and Ylyer 


21s 


Met. 19. 
27,28,29. p 
it, why a few Fiſher-nets.- 


Kingdom. Chriſt hath purchaſed you with 
his own blood, 4&s 20. 28.' and hath re- 
deem'd us from the curſe of the Law, Gal. 


3. 13. n | 
2. So hath healſo purchaſed the glorious 
poſſeſſion for us, call'd the Redemption of 


cannot buy the leaſt corner of Heaven, not 
the common Gifts, much leſs Grace. 

3. Nay, God 1s pleasd to join ys in as 
joint Purchaſers, and will have us put our 
Hands and Hearts to the bargain, and God 
deals with us as if we bought it. Chriſt ſays, 
Rev. 3. 18. I counſell thee to buy of me gold tried 
inthe Fire, Iſa. 55.1, 2. Come buy of me 
though you have no Money nor price to lay. 
down. In that Marth. 25. 10. the fooliſh. Vir- 
ous are ſent to buy Q1l; and the Wiſeman 

yS, Buy the truth and ſell it not. - Now there 
1s much, a Sinner muſt lay down ; as you 
muſt part with. your Luſts, and all Wick- 
edneſs, you muſt part with the World, all 
that is near and dear to you here. ſell all and. 
buy the pearl of price ; part with Father and 
Mother, Children, and Life it ſelf, and not 
account it dear ; and the Apoſtles ſay,; We 
kave left all, why, ſays Chriſt, you ſhall have 
a kingdons. Alas ! whata ſmall matter was 
On the other 

| band, 
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hand, Eſas ſells this Birgs right for a meſs 
of Pottage, Heb. 12. #6. T 


this World ; they. make as it were a bargain 


give me Food, and Cloathing , and Health, Pit. 3. 9; 


and Eaſe,and Proſperity,and take the Goſpel, 
' the love of God, the pardon of fin, * and a 
Kingdom of Glory, anddeny the Lord that 
bonght them; 2 Per. 1, Now a good Chri- 
ſtian accounts all here but Dung and Drols, 
for the excellency of this knowledge. But 
above all he prizeth, and embraceth, and ad- 
mires Chriſt, that bought this inheritance 
for him, and Him for it. 
: 4; By paying our Debts for us: A Man nay 
be Heir to a Jarge Inheritance, hut ſuch 1n- 
cumbrances, and vaſt debts may lyeupon the 
Eſtate, that,he may never come to enjoy jt. 
- Indeed we' ate deeply in debt to God, to the 
Law, and to our own Conſciences. © But 
Chriſt cancetl'd all theſe Debts ; we conld 
not pay one farthing ; we were Debters t6 
the whole Law, Gal. 5:3. Jeſus Chriſt ful- 
Rlled the Law, and bids us ray daily to 
God to forgive our Debts, and we may plead 
his Blood and Merits, Col. 2. 13, 14. For- 
iving all Treſpaſſes, and blotting out the 
and-writing of Ordinances againſt you; 
hailing all up to his Croſs. 


-_ 6.-We have the Title clear'd up by Law; 
| becauſe there are many Controverſies may 
ariſe, and we looſe our Writings, and often 
I 3 blur 


us Sinners ſell Luke 14, 
Grace, Chriſt, and Heaven for the trifles of 18.19. 


L 


118 Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry 


Le > 's- DRE ENT ; , - , 
y «& Þ 


blu# our Evidences; the word is clear on our 
fide, the title hath een tryed, and a is 
. well. 


- : The Jndge is on our ſide, and approves 
g of; our right. - 
"2. The Advocate and Counſellour pleads 
our Cauſe, and prevails. 

3. The Title is clear'd, the Writin gs pro- 
duced and owned. 

4. The Witneſſes are many, and credita- 
ble, and beliey'd. 

5. The Enemies are baffled, their Mouths 
ſtopped and they aſham'd. 

6. The Forfeitures are cancell'd, and the 
Accuſationsanſwer'd. * 

7. All Aſeſſours approve of the Judge- 
ment on your ſide. 

8. The Law is ſatisfied, and. we are ad- 
mitted. 
©... It would be too large a Digreſſion to clear 
uÞ theſe truths, I leave. them as matter for 
your own Meditation, Search, and Satisfa- 
tion, Rom. 8, lat. The Apoltle challengeth 
all the World, Who ſhall lay any thing to their 
charge? Many can, their Enenyes, their 
Friends, ' their own Conſciences ; ay, but” irs 
God that juStifieth, ho condemneth # Many 
will ; ay,-but Chriſt died: .Zf. we fin, we 
bave an Advocate with * the Father, 1 John 
2, "ou. 


a wn - ,* 5. We 


= 


\ phather heb all be FIR of Loftii 


7. We>have it as. Wages  and- Reward. 
Though: wedeferve nothing; ; yet. to-encou- ' 


rage us in-our work, God-will reckon. it/to 
_usasa due debt i as our hire, and we may 
-huwhly challenge it as-what, belongs to-1is. 
- That: 1s-;-as: bottom'd: on. Chriſt's merits, 
Founded + 3n rich grace,-. and. grounded: on 
.Geds gracious promiſe: ſo that now. Gad 
tells ns he: will reward: every man according 
.to. his:works, | and he yill-not. forget 'our 
work and labour of luve,:and our: labpur 
ſhall not be in vain, and having fouzht the 
-good fight,and kept the Faith, we:ſhall. have 


-a Crown of Righteoufneſs.as | welltas: of 
;Mercy:i- Bleſſed - ſuch: dying;.. their - works: 
ſhall followthem, and recevre a glorions Te) 


ward! therefore bid-ſo to:run. as to obtain, 


and ſo-fight:and wreſtle, -as to overcpmez, 


ſoto-fttiveas if we took Heaven by violence, 


'Rev.4 24'12; Behold I come quickly, and my! vo-.... 


 -wgra is with me, to give eugrry man according as 

his wToxr&fhail be: "Therefore we ſhould think 
every Aay,; how we live,.and what we: are 
*doing,i whether we can reaſonably and righ- 
_teonfly Expest God ſhould fay, Well done goos 
-and faithful Servams;:. eſpecially: ;. when ive 
are doing little or ng .goad; '7tou 'baft "beet 


faithful 1 in atnttle, I will maks thee riley ny wet] 


and:give thee mich. 


8. We haye It by conqueſt. Sir: Enos | 


Baconiays, that Henry the VII had a three- 


fold right to the Crown, 'by Birth ; by Mar-' 


Tiage, by:;Victory ; But a: Chriſtian Hathia 


7 I 4 manifold 


k.59 


- 
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Kingdom. You muſt know, .that we are all 
byNatnre Heirs'of Hell, and :have: natural- 
lyno right nor Title to this Kingdom.; and 
#here are many Enemics, mihgty- adverſa- 
ries that ſtand in our way to: hinder us co- 
ming thither. :And.we mult. fight -our way 
through them, and overcome them,if we will 
20 to Heaven, Rev.-21, 7. He that 'guercometh 
ſhall inherit all things, and_ 1 will be his:God, and 
he ſhall be my Son. > USES 


vation, and he conquers for us, he. fights 
#:b.2-10. our battels, and hath given all our Enemies 
their \:deaths wound, they are. dying and 

muſt dye, Cel. 2. 15. having ſpoiPd allprin- 
cipaþties and powers, triumphing over them 

openly. Hedragg'd them all athus Chariot- 

x Cer. 15, Wheels, aſcending into Heaven the taft E- 


my alſo. He rides on in the triumphing Cha- 
riot of his Goſpel, conquering, and tocon- 
quer, Rev. 6. 2. He will run the Wheels of 
his Vengeance over the loins of all his im- 
Placable Enemies ,'and thoſe that will not 


* Pſ.68.17, be-broken in pieces by the Tron Rod of his 

18. Wrath ; he hath ſubdued-all, and-is exalted 
aboveall, Phil. %: 7. ee, DS, ET 

| 2. Chriſt conquers in us, and helps vs te 

F4 2Cor. 109. conquer our own. Luſts. We-War againſt 

> 3Þ+5 theFleh, our, weapons are-not catnal, but 


manifold right to this Heavenly' Crown and 


| 1. Chriſt is call'd the Captain of our Sal-. 


25. laſt.” nemy is Death, and that is a conquer'd Ene- 


bow to the Golden Scepter of his Grace,ſhall - 


mighty 


- --« whither he ſbHl te Sav'd or Loft 12% 
mighty thorow God,” to the pulling: down = 
ſtrong holds, bringing into Captivity every Qui ſeme] 
- thought to the obedience of Chriſt. Chriſt 0. . = 
knocks atthe door of our Hearts,- and the yo," jr 
Gates; the-/evertaſting. doors lift up theif in nobis. 
Heads, ::and the King of Glory comes in, 
and ſways the Scepter of his righteonſneſs 
in our Souls. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of the 
war between the Fleſh and -the Spirit,” Rom, . 
7,and inv. 24. He cries out as ofie overcome, 
he trinmphs in Jeſus Chriſt, v. 25. and ſays, 
<.'8.'1. There 3s no condemnation to them, The 
Luſts war againſt the £oul todeſtroy it, and , pe... 
rheſe war in themſelves; But you muſt war, 
a good warfare, holding Faith and- a good 
Conſcience. | | 

'3. Chriſt alfo overcomes by and with you 
as tothe World, your Enemies, as to Tem 
tations and Affliftions, as a good Souldier _ 
youmuſt endure hardneſs, and not too much 2 79" 2+ 
entangle your ſelves with the Aﬀairs of this? © 
life.. You-muſt put 'on:the whole Armour of 
God, Eph. 6210, '&c. You muſt be ſtrong in 
the Lord, arnd'in the power of his might ; 
that. you' may be able to ſtand againſt the 
wiles of the Devil; you wreſtle not only with 
Fleſh and. Blood , but againſt Principalities 
and'Powers, againſt the Rulers of the dark- 
neſs of this World, again ſpiritual wicked- 
neſs ; ſorely the -Devil is a ſubtile adverſa- 
ry,/an old experienc'd adverſary, an inve- 
terate malicious Enemy ,' vnyrearted and 
crael,one that did dzre to ſet on Adam in Pa- 
4 radice, 


T22- 
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radicez on' Chriſt on: the:Maunt, ' on | Perer 
and all the Apoſtles; -after Chriſt had given 
them ' his/Hleſſed - Body ,and Blood, + warn'd 


_ them, pray'd for them, and:yet how. did: he 
' © foyland:caſt them z how'may we'feariand 


look to Qur {elves ; wherefore take unto, you 
the whole Armour of God; that ye may. be 


able to withſtand in the eyil day, and having 
done a}l;to fand. 'There' is no. yielding, no 
running away ; here .is no-Pproyifion: to: de- 
fend the back 3 if you-tun from-them;yourun 


againſt. God and Chriſt, and woe be.to. you 


if youfengage God againſt you. 


1. Here is a rich magazine; armour. -of 
proof provided againſt all the ſpiritual Ene- 
mies, a'girdleof truthand fſincerity-for your 
Loins, a breaſt-plate of-righteouſneſs'to de- 
fend your Heart ; no Sword: nor Bullets: can 
enter to hurt or kill; the Goſpel of Peace for 


your Feet, againſt the ſtony, ſtumblitgz.and 


uneven way, the Shield of Faith; for your 
Heads, againſt the fiery. darts. qf-Satan ,i and 
an Helmit of Salvation, or as'1 Theſ. 5-8, 
the hope of Salvation ,' which. wilt -{apport, 
ſtrengthen, and encourage-; and withall take 
offeniive, as well as defenſive. Weapons,'ize. 


"The Wordand Prayer: Here is muck-for- a 


Chriſtian to do, to underftand-all this ſpiri- 
tual Armour, to prove and uſe them ; : *:So 
* fight 1, fays the Apoſtle, :not as one, -that 
beateth the Air. You muſt. be ſ@ber, be 
vigilant, and reiiſt the Devil, / though he 

(O.NCS 
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comes as a roaring Lyon, and reſiſt him and 
be ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and he will flee from 
ON. | 
s 2. And you are encourag'd, that if you 
fight, you ſhall certainly overcome, 1 Fob# 
* 2. 13,14- Ch. 4. 4. You have overcome ; you 
ſhall. be more than Conquerours, : thorow 
Chriſt ſtrengthning you, Koz. 8. lat. The A- 
poſtle ſends a Challenge to all Enemies in his 
own and others:names. Weare perſwaded, 
neither Peril, nor Famine; nor Sword, either 
of thoſe would vanquiſh the proudeſt, the 
ſtouteſt wicked man. | 
3. And then-you are aſſur d,- that over- 

coming, you ſhall be Crown'd with Glory 
and Honour eternally, Rev. 2.7. © To him 
© that overcometh will I give to cat of the 
©tree of life, which is in the midſt of the 
© Paradiſe of God, v. 11. he ſhall not be 
© hurt. of the ſecond death, and therefore . 
© muſt lit eternally ; v, 17. He ſhall cat of 

. © the hidden Manna, I will give him a white 
 £ſtone and new name; v. 26. 27.I will give 
* him power over the Nations, and he ſhall 
© rule them, as I receiv'd of my Father, v.28. 
© I will give him the morning Star; he ſhall 
*fit in judgement with me, and he ſhall be 
©cloathed with my Glory-and brightneſs ; 
© ch. 3. 5. the ſame ſhall be cloathed in white 
©raiment, his name ſhall not be blotted out 
©of the book of Life; there is' more 1n it, 
* ſhine there gloriouſly, and! will own him 
*as Conquerour and Triumpher before my 
©Father 


a meiofis, 
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© Father and his Angels, v. 12. Him that o- 
«© yercometh will I make a-pillar in the. Tem- 
© ple of my God, and he ſhall go no nt6re 


© out; that is, I will fettle' him in Heaven - 


© with ſplendid Glory forever, v. 21.: To 
* him thatovercometh will I grant to fit in 
© my Throne, even as I overcame,” and'am 
<ſet in my Fathers Throne. At. every verſe 
' there is a. various expreffion of this: Glory, 
and to each added; © He that hath Ears Ict 
< him hear ;- this is'added to the end of each 
Epiſtle to the ſeveral Churches; ” 
Upon the whole you have all the Right 
and Title to this Happineſs, "the firmeſt ailu- 
rance that poſſible can be given. He whoſe 
it is, hath choſen you for it, and that for you. 
Its all his own, ' and at his diſpoſal, and he 
freely gives it you. He adopts you for his 
Children, and by the new Birth qualifies you 
for it, andentitles you to it. He eſpouſeth 
you to hisdear and anly Son, who is. Heir of 
all things. Its bought for you by an invatu- 
able price and purchaſe: The title 'to it is 
clear'd up by Law. It's paid to you, as Wa- 
* ges for your Work. And obtaind by Con- 
queſt and overcoming. | 
- 4+ As we have it thus made ſure in it felf, 
ſo is it made ſure to us, both with reſpe&t to 
God, andto our ſelves. "LO 


1: Asto God. 


1. He publickly owns all this, and takes 
7 an 
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an open diſcovery of it to all the World, and 
declares that he is not aſham'd ta be call'd 
their God, becauſe. he hath provided for 
them a City, Heb. 11.16. A remarkableplace 
that //a. 45. 17, 18, 19, 1/racl ſhall be fav'd 
with an everlaſting Salvation. © Thus ſaith 
©the Lord that created the Heavens, God 
<himfelt; 1 have not ſpoken it in ſecret, in 
© 2 dark place of the Earth. ' The ſeed of 
© Facob ſhall not ſeek me in vain; I the Lord 
© fpeak righteouſneſs, | God publickly owns 
all thoſe Titles, Rightzgad Afturances, and 
as I may ſpeak with reverence, ſeems to: glo- 
ry and boaſt in. them ; that he hath choſen 
ns, that.it's bis good; will, great pleafure to 
give us no leſs than a Kingdom; the Lord 
Almighty calls yau his Sons and Daughters, 
and glyes you his Spirit, that you may call 
him Father, chooſeth and delights. in you as 
' a Spouſe for his Son, Rev. 21.9, 10. © Come 
© ſays. the Angel, I will ſhew thee the Bride, 
© and the Lambs Wite To 

_ 2. Astoall thoſe, he adds ſolemn engage- 
ments, and his promiſe. How often hath 
God promis'd Heayen to his People ? How 
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2 Cor.5 


15, 


is it expreſt Tit, 1. 2. In hope of Eternal 


Lafe, which God that cannot he, promiſed 
before the World began : And Gods people 
are not only called Heirs of Heaven , but 
Childrenzand Heirgaccording to the Promiſe, 
and Heirs with Abraham of the ſame Promiſe, 
And that they inherit the promiſes : Godlineſs 


Rom. 9.9. 


N 1. 3.29. 
hath the Promiſe of the Life that now is, and or} rt 
IU of 
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of that which: is to come. - They which are 
1Tin.446. called, receive thePromiſe'of Eternal: Inhe- 
- ritance. He that 1s tried, and endureth Temp- 
tation, is Bleſſed, becauſe he ſhall receive the 
Crown of Life which the Lord hath promi- 
ſed to them that love him, and far. 2. 5. 
Call'd Heirs of this Kingdont , promis'd to 
you ; therefore, though never ſo poor here, 
are rich in Faith. f 2 

3. This promiſe. he” hath confirm'd with 

his Oath. As God hath Sworn in his wrath, 
that Sinners, and uyhelieyers- ſhall not enter 
into that Reſt. Zeb. 3. 11. 18. Ch. 4. I. So 
hath he Sworn in his Love to this promiſe, 
that they ſhall enter into his Glory. Ch. 6. 

' 16. To; - = | 
' +4. He hath ſet to his Seal ; he hath Sealed 
it with his Sons Blood, and Sealed it in their 
Hearts, by his Spirit. Eph. 1.13. 14. Sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe; and this is 
alſo given you as an earneſt ; therefore ad- 
vis'd Ch. 4. 30. not to grieve this Holy Spirit, 
whereby you are Sealed unto the day of Re- 
demption. SG 
5. He hath Written down our Names in 
the Book of Life, in thoſe Records of - Hea- 
or Hong ven, that cannot be blotted out. Phil. 4.3. 
2+.12.1c. Whoſe Names are Written in the Book of 
cþ, 21.27» LHe. i: j . n Tet 
ch,22-19- 6. He glves us the forecaſts,nay, the King- 


0 s 


dom comes: down to us: We have it #- pri- 


mitits, inprimordis, in precirſore. 


7. God 
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-*, God ' hath not only given theſe Y 
rances on, his part, but alſo wrought .in us 
 thoſe-Gracious Qualtfications, that do abun- 
cantly ſhew it, that it' $ Ours. 


1. He hath given a lively Faith, that makes 


thoſe things abſent, preſent z and what 1s ,, 
hop'd for , evident; 'now this raiſeth the ' 


Soul to do great things on this acconnt : Moſes 
by this, ſaw him that was Inviſible, and had 
this Eye toi the recompenſe of reward, and 
therefore ſlighted Pharoab's Court andCrown. 

Abraham left his own Country, looking by 
Faith for this'that 4s Heavenly, and ſo did 


all *the' Patriarks' do and ſuffer by Faith, . 


looking for this unſpeakable and matchleis 
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Is Is 


Glory.” - He that believeth, hath Everlaſting PER 2: 


Life; -how often'is itſaid Nay ? 1 Pet.1. 8.9. lit. 


Whom having not ſeen, ye Love, in whom, 

though now you ſee him not, yet believing, 
ye” rejoyce with joy unſpeakable, and full of 
Glory, receivin ons end of your Faith, even 
the Salvation of your Souls.” Faith goes up 
into Heaven, - and views the Manſions, and 
feeds, and lives upon that Glory above. 

What - fays the Apoltle 2 Cor. 4. 17, 13. We 
faint- not though the outward Man decays, 
the inward man is renewed ; why there is a 
far more exceeding and Eternal weight of 
Glory, it's juſt. before us, and by Faith we 


look above theſe lower things, to thoſe not 


ſeen by the bodily eyes, 'that are Eternal ; 
and My Ch. 1. We Groan, and Long, 
an 
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and Wait: . As Faith is the Evidence of that 
Glory, ſo Gods working that Gras in«the 
Soul, is a ſure Evidence of his giving. that 
Glory. 3 ach] ro Boftce 

2. Upon this flow forthearneſt and impor- 
tunate «defires', breathings and pantings , 
groanings and longings; which nothing but 
this Eternal Glory will ſatisfie. - God hath 
begotten in you thoſe immortal deſires, that 
only God and Chriſt, and Heayen, can fill 
and anſwer. When Zyther had a great Pre- 
ſent ſenthim, he goes to-God, and ſolemnly 
proteſts, that he would not be put aff with 
theſe things. So- Dauid often, my Soul 
Thirſteth after God, , the Living God. 
P/al. x7. 15. As for me I ſhall behold thy 
Face in Righteouſneſs, I ſhall be ſatisfied, 


"when I awake with thy likeneſs : Whom 


 Bþ. 73:25, 
26, | 


have I- in Heaven and ; Earth, 'but thee ? 
Thou ſhalt guide me by thy Counſel, tiilthon 
bring me toGlory. My fleſh fail, that is þad ; 
Heart fail, that is worſe z both fail,” that is 
worlt of all, huweyer thou art the ftrength 
of my Heart and my Portion for ever,.; God: 
hath wrought ſuch Hungerings and Thirſt- 
ings in the Soul, that nothing, but Bread/of 
Lite, Water of Life will ſatisfie ; and-there- 
fore are theſe: carried opt in Prayers gd 
Wreſtlings, and are bid toi pray ,: and ſeek, 
and cry for no leſs. than this Crown: and 

Kingdom. | pl 8-30 
3. Upon:this is grounded a firm and ſure 
Hope, which wonderfully ſupports and en- 
| courageth 
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a. 


- ſhould deceive us, Heb. 6.18, 19. That we 


great and” glorious, things, to ſuch poor 


having not ſeen, ye love, and therefore long 
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courageth the Soul ; which God would ne- 
ver -havewrought and given, but that he will 
anſwer and not diſappoint it, Tir. 1. 2. in 
hopes of eternal life, which God that cannot 
Iye hath promis'd. *Sce he hath hegotten us 
© again toa liyely hope, toan inheritance in- 
© corruptible, &c And {till that we ma 
not faint and” queſtion all, that our. hop 


3 Per. i 
Y 3, 4 
e 


might have ſtrong conſolation from this.-hope, 
this hope is an Anchor of the Soul, ſure and 
ſtedfaſt ; this Anchor is faſt'ned on the rock 
Chriſt Jeſus; that all the Waves and Storms 
cannot ſhake-or at leaſt break. Why ſhould 
Gad deceive or flatter ſuch poor Worms, to 
raiſe in” us ſuch hope, if he would not ful- 
fill it, 1f-we do not deceive our ſelves, God 
will not fail nor deceive us; | 

4- Upon all theſe ariſeth an ardent Love, 
workings and breathings of Love 'to ſuch a4 
Chriſt, ſuch a God, that will give ſuch 


wretchleſs Worms. When he cries out, oh 
the heighth and depth of God's love, he would 
love highly and largely, 1 Per. 1. 8. Whom 


for and love his appearing; many promiſes 
of Heaven made particularly to this grace of _ x 
Love. Eye hath not ſeen,. what God hath J4#%* 2+ 5+ | 
repar'd for them that love, him. God fo 
oves them, and they love God, that they ſhall 
live aid love together for ever. 
. 


K 5. Upon 
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5. Upon all flow great joy and rejoycing ; 
joy unſpeakable and full of Glory ; it is what 
the Soul really finds, rejoyce that your Names 
are written in Heaven ; rejoyce and be ex- _ 
ceeding glad, leap for joy, for great is'your ' 
reward in Heaven, Kom.*5,. 1,2, there is Faith, 
being juſtified by Faith; there is love, peace 
with God ; there are defires expreſt in Prayer, 
we have acceſs now into his preſence- to beg 
it; add hope of Glory, andrejoice in hope 
of this Glory. | 


Upon the whole we may certainly con- 
clude, that Heaven muſt be ours; and that 
if weare wiſeto look to our ſelves, we ſhall 

"be fay'd in'a wonderful glorions manner ; 
and all the Devils in Hell, and. Men'on Earth 


cannot hinder it, nor ſtop us from it. 


! / 


'CHAF-vik 


J might draw ſome particular Inferences 
and uſeful Corillaries from this laſt Head, 
-But I ſhall rather chooſe to preſs home the 
truth in particular, to perſwade you to look 
to your ſelves. - You have heard and read 
much. of the dreatlful condition of a loſt Sonl, 
and the bleſſed ſtate of a Soul eternally ſav'd: 
Now coniider, doth not this highly and. 
nearly concern me, am not I one of the Per- 
fons that muſt periſh, or live happily for 
EVer.: - Ty 


Obj. Before i proceed, ſome inay object; 
at leaſtthink, thar this Truth thus handlzd 
and proſecuted, ſeems ſelfiiſh and low,” and 
not raisd hizh enough, to act altogether for 
the promoting ſelt, 


Aaſ. My deſign herein 1s to raiſe you ap 
to God, and above your carnal ſenſral ſelves, 
it's that God might have you wholly to him- 
ſelf, that he'might have Head and Heart, 
Soul and Body, Tongue and Life, and to 
convince you, that in loving God {incerely, 
you love your ſelves molt truly ; God 1s gra- 
cioully pleas'd to join his glory and our own 
good together: They cannot be ſeparated 3 
God would have you in this World mind 
-your owneterral glory, (in ſeeking his glory: 
| | | 0 - {- 
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He tells you, it is for your Life, ' it's for 
your good, alas! our goodneſs extendeth not 
to him, but to our own Souls; as our fins 
hurt not him, but our ſelves. *Do they 
© provoke me, faith God, do they not pro- , 
© yoke themſelves to-the Confuſion of their 
© own Faces. When Chriſt wept over. Feru- 
falem, was it not that they had loſt the things 
that did belong to their own peace. Chriſt 

. Jays, © Ye will not come to me, that-you 
© might have life, you will not let me fave, 
_©love, and honour you, .and make you eter- 
© nally happy © you will not ſuffer me to heal 
© your Wounds, pardon your ſins, ſanCtify 
© your natures, juſtifie your perſons, and fave 
© your ſouls. Why will you dye, ſays God, 
© and Chriſt ſays, come. hungry and- thirſty 
© to be filled, poor to be enriched, naked. to 
<be cloathed, weary and heavy laden to find 
©reſt for your Souls. It would be.too- large 
to run” over the whole Scripture and ſhew 
Fora ſorip. YOu, It's all for your good. Luther faid, the 
zura boc 4. Whole Scripture doth-nothing elſe but. ſhew, 
git, 55, that God is, and would be merciful to Sin- 
ners ; therefore to ſeek our good and well- 
fare in the right way, is not ſinful, but good 
and plcaling to God. 


i. In obedience to his holy commands, he 

bids us ſeck the Kingdom, itrive, and run, 

: and fight for Heaven ; lay up in Heaven a - 

i im. 6. 900d foundation. We may be Uſurers this 
*2, 19+ way, kndtothe Lord, and expe&t IE 
&E: arge 
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large payment ? we may have an eye to the 
recompenſe of Reward. .Chriit himſelf had omris 4- 
aneye to the Joy ſet before him, Heb. 1 2. 2, mor merce- 
God would have us ſtedfaſt and immoveable, 4% oy eſt 
and abound in good, with an eye to the re- 9"... 
ward, 1 Cor. 15. laſt. Ira 

2. It anſwers God's deſign and end in all 
Salvation-work, he was pleas'd in ſaving your 
Souls. It pleas d the Father to bruiſe, to 
break his Son, to heal and fave you, to kill 
his Son, that you might live ; and this is the | 
very travail of Chriſts Soul. All Chriſts de- F095” bo. 
ſign in coming into the World, in dying, ri- 7... 
ſing, aſcending vp into Heaven, in litting at a place for 
the right hand of God, is to do you good ; yo... 
certainly then it may be our delight and plea- 
ſure. It's Gods end in all his Ordinances ; 
his Word and Spirit, to call, convert, waſh, 
and fanCtify, comfort, ſtrengthen, and c- 
ſtabliſh you ; Prayer appointed, that you 
may -ask Wiſdom, and what you will, the 
Lords Supper to feed, revive, ſtrengthen, 
andeſtablith you; all Gods Promiſes are-to 
fill your Mouths with Petitions ; how much 
mercy lies {catter'd all over the Bible, for 
you to gather up and plead at the Throne. of ;, ſucris 
Grace; and God complains, when you will gz Dici- 
not come and ask freely, that your Joy may tus quai= 
he full. ' This 1s Gods deſign in giving his ## - 
Spirit, and all the bleſſed Graces, to: com- 
fort, and teach, and guide you,, Faith, and 
Love, and Hope, and Joy, all for _ your 
good, Nay, * Godly ſorrow, and mourning. 
ESI 5, K 3 for 
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I 24 " Bvay Mani: grand Inieref ant Enquiry 
for your advantage, 2 Cor. 7. 11: - Alt Gods 
I x Cor-2. 7-Providences work together for your-good; 
and he would. have them ſo improv'd. od's 
deſign from all Eternity was to fave us and 
make us happy. 

The truth is, I cannot find that this e- 
verlaſting Happineſs,is offer'd or promis'd,or 
will be given any other” way, Rom. 2. 7. God 
will give eternal Life tothem, who by pati- 
ent continuance in well doing, ſeek for Glo- 
ry, Honour, and Immortality ; z and v. 10. 
Glory, Honour, and Peace, to every Man 

that worketh good, whether Jew. or Gentile. 

You ſhall find that 'God doth caſt off, and 
keep, - and ſhut out all that are flothful, or 
that ſlight, negleft, and will not ſeek after 
this Glory. 


\ I might propoſe four grand Enquiries of 
moment, to be ſearchr into, and Anſwer. 


r. 2. Whoor what this Self is, that is 
to be ſay'd or loſt ? | 
' 2. £. Since nothing is ſo near and dear, 
how is It that the "moſt deceive and undo 
themſelves? © 

3. 2. How great and dreadful is the loſs, 
if Self be loſt ? 

 _ 4. 2: How my we fave our ſelves, or 

preventt Is loſs ? 


Query. Who or what this Self is, that 
IO to o be for d or loſt. 


1. Neg. It 
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1. Neg. It cannot be meant wicked finfil 
Self; it's pitythis ſhonld be call'd Self; this 
'+s wholly to be-caſt ont;, caſFoff, and ab- 
horr'd, or elſe true Self will be btterly loſt, 
The Apoſtle, - indeed, oppoſes himſelf to 
this, Rom. 7. 25. With the mind I my ſelf ſerve 
the law of God, but with the fleſh the law of ſm ;, 
therefore comfortably and boldly concludes, 
v. 17. It is not I, but ſinwhich.dwelleth in me ; 
for a wicked man to ſay ſo, is to ſay, It's no 
more I, but my Self, for he is nothing but .a 


lamp of fin ; his Head finful, full of vain 


wicked, worldly,proud-,envious thoughts, he 
can ſay as to his Lufts, how many and ſweet, 
(as David does of his God } hedoes meditate 
in thoſe lower matters day and night, morn 
and even, and at noon, ſeven” times a day, 
from the riſing of the Sun to the going down 
of the ſame, his Head full of the World, Sin, 
and Vanity,he ſays to it, when I awake, work, 
and walk, I am fill with thee, his Heart full 


of WickedneFs, Math. 15: 19. Evil Thoughts, 


' Murders, Adulterics, Forntcations, Thefts, 
Falfe-witneſs, Blaſphemics, what a Cage of 

unclean Birds, what filthy crawling ver- 

mine, Gez. 6. 5- The Heart evil continually, 

only ſo, deceitful aove all things, and deſpe- 

rately wicked, hardned, proud , obſtinate, 
unbelieving, ..f6]l of miſchief, pride, - and 
envy ; now all this traſh and filthineſs muſt 
be caſt our, and ſuch Self renounc'd; and 
the Heart muſt be made of Stone fleſh, made 
pure, clean, tender, broken, teachable, fo 
| RK 4 might 
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might I have had ſhewn, Ears open to Vani- 
ty, Eyes full of Adnlitery, not ceaſe to fin ; 
the Throat aw open Sepulchre, Feet ſwift to 
evil. But theſe blind Eyes muſt be open'd, 
theſe deaf Ears unſtopped,theſe Mouths f$111'd 
with Prayers and Praiſes ; it 15 a whole Body 
of Sin, Kom.7., 24. This certainly is not the 
true ſelf. 

2, Worldly Self, nor all the things of 
this Life, that belong to the Body, with all 
Relations, and deareſt and neareſt Friends, 
are not this Self. Though theſe conduce 
much to the comfort of our Lives, .and to the 
ſupport of. Self; yet all theſe may be ſav'd, 
and Self loſt and periſh. 


1. Thereis a ſinful worldly Self ; when 
Men ſeek theſethings wholly and only apart 
from God, thus are they ſaid to eat for them- | 
ſelves, and drink for themſelves, Zech. 7. 
6. faft and feaſt to themſelves, v.5. If t hey 
pretend to pray, it's but howling, and cry- 
ing only for Corn and Wine, Hof. 7 14- 
This men judge, feeking themſelves, it's a 
miſtake. Men are undoing themſelves in 
thus over-loving and oyer-caring, about the 
World. Here and there ſome ride full poſt 
to Hell in full exceſs of Riot, but how marty 
£0 0n ſoftly and ſmoothly to Hell in worldly 
cares, fears, joys, hopes, or ſorrows. This 
ts a ſelf, Soul-deſtroying fin, .without great 
noiſe and obſervation. You may mark out a 
Drunkard, a Swearer, &c. But a worldly. 
,o4 Ee | wretch ' 
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wretch paſleth for aſober man, and ſhelters 
himſelf under Scripture, 1 Tim. 5. 3. worſe .. 
thanan Infidel, if hot provide for himſelf, his -_ 
own. Whereas this was ſpoken againſt the: 
Widow, that liv'd in pleaſure and luxury, 
v.6. the Idle that wander from Houſe'to 
Houſe, and eat others labour, 2- Thef. 3. 11. 
It's far from-encouraging ſinners tomind no- 
' thing but Earth, and not mind Heaven, not 


| yy ; I | hs * bf Ny Fr 7 ”; MED Pf . * ba 
whether he ſhall be Sev/don Loft. *137 


touch the Bible, or put up one prayer all the 


Week ; nay, be grudging the Lord's day as 
too long and needleſs, .4mos 8. 5; When will 
the Sabbath be gone. Certainly that is no Selt- 
love, but Self-hatred, elſe why is the word of 
God fo much againſt it ? Chriſt ſays, Math. 
6. no leſs than three times, Take no thought, 
25, 31, 34. Love not the world, nor the things 
of the world, 1 Fohn 2. 15. To cannot love 
God too, v. 15. beſides what-1s in* it but the 
Lufts of the Fleſh, the luſt of the Eyes, and 
the pride of Life, v. 16. and it is not of 
God; that is the love of the exceſſes, greedy 
deſires and reachings after more gain ; 
and Ambition, Vain-glory, afteting great - 
Honour ; it all paſſeth away, v. 17. and there- 
ore not worth our love, that ſhall Jaſt for 
zwer, if fix'd on God the eternal object. God 
accounts it Adultery in Men or Women, 7am. 
'. 4- 4- though men think they may thus tove 
the World and God too. No; you make this 
your God, and it is Idolatry ;* you mulſt.,not 


Jabour for the Meat that periſheth ?” nor lay 59 6 


pp for your ſelves treaſures on Earth ; lay Mak.6.14. 
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| up ſomewhat you may, but not as treaſures, 
C9.3-1,2- or as what is laſting; nor ſet your affecti- 
ons on things below, it you will ſweat, and 
tug at and after it, you will pierce, hurt your 
' felves, moſt men believe it not, but think 
they do themſelves much good, pleaſe, glo- 
ry and boaſt themſelves in it : You' muſt be 
content with godlineſs, and account that 
great gain,v.6,Nay,God would not have you 
x Cor. 7. ſet your Eyeson it, nor much mind and ya- 
29 luethem. Nowcan you imagine that this 
is true Self-love, that is ſo pernicious and de- 
ſtruCtive. | | 
2. Therels aloving Houſes, Money, Plea- 
ſures, Friends, Relations, and that is not | 
this true Self-love. If it be exceffive it's:dan- 
gerous and deſtruftive ; loving Wife, Hus- | 
band, Children, too much,'1s a great fin, a | 
great ſnare ; when Relations are pleaſing, 
they often lull aſleep in fin and ſecurity, more | 
than when froward and croſs ſometimes. How | 
many loving Husbands and Wives, tender q 
indulgent fond Parents and Children hurt FE 
and deſtroy one another, kill with this kind- - 
neſs; many ſuch loving tender Relations 
ſpend away their precious hours and days to- 
gether in ſloth, folly, and Idle diſcourſes, 
and goon together quietly to-Hell. Not pro- . 
voke one another to love God and to good: [= 
works. What a dreadfn] ghaſtly meeting 
will there be at the laſt, between careleſs in- 
dulgent Parents, and wicked, looſe, idle 
Children ; when the Child ſhall ſay, my - 
" . tener 
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ther or Mother never watcht over, reprov'd, 
exhorted me. -It's true, 'I had Meat and 
Drink and Cloathing from rhem, but- not a 
. word of my ſad condition by Nature, of my 
need of a Saviour, of my danget of rhus pe- 
riſhing Eternally. How many rules are gi- 
ven toall theſe Relations ? So far as you 
. negle& them, or fin againſt them, fo far yon 
wrong your ſelves and one another.” - _ 
Tocome yet nearer» loving ones own Body 
apart from the Soul, is not” this true Self- 
love ; nay, often Self-hatred, as Fleſh and 
Spirit areoppss'd ; this is call'd Self in ſome 
ſenſe, as Job r. 12. All that he has is 1# thine 
hand, a 997 himfelf lay not thine hand, chap. 
2. 4, 5- Therefore Satan ſays, the Cattle and 
Goods, and Houſes not ſo near, but touch 
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lim cloſe to the Skin, ». 5. touch Is. bone: 


- and fleſh, ſo v. 7. he ſmate him with. fore 
boils. T confeſs this ſeems near Self, and it 
is part of Self; but how many thouſands 
ruine their Souls, that take great care of the 
Body. -Al your care may be what to eat, 
and"'what to drink, and what to put on, 
' ſtrive, run and ride, riſe early, and go to 
Bed late, ſpend your ſtrength, and labour 
hard, I1/a. 55. 1, 2. and yet periſh for. want 
of real Bread, and what will fatisfy and do 
you good. How will-theſe pains, ſweating, 
labours, and contrivances about this poor 
frail 'Carcaſe, that muſt lye rotting in 
the Grave ſhortly, rife up in Judgement a- 
gainft many, the moſt that could not ſpend 

one 
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one hour in a week, one quarter of an hour 
ina day about" their- precious and -immortal 
Souls; and this is their folly,in earneſtly ſeck- 
ing only the things about the Body, Houſes, 
Money, Food, ©&c. Phil. 2. 21. Though 
they ſeem to ſeek their own things, they ac- 
count it ſo, it's their miſtake. Is that man 
wiſe for himſelf, that lives in a City or a 
Country for five or {ix years; and is to re- 
move to another for hundreds and thouſands 
of. years, and ſhall have no provifion in that 
Countrey, bunt what he now lays up and ſends 
thither whilſt here, and yet he ſpends all his 
time in building here, and trimming and 
dreſſing here. Is he mindful of himſelf that 
knows his Soul muſt out of this Tabernacle, 
and provides not an Houſe in Heaven. Can- 
not ſay, as 2 Cor. 5. 1. We know we have one, 
but ſay at laſt, whither art thon- going my 
dear precious Soul. | 
2, Why then certainly the Soul of Man 
is the true ſelf. At firſt Man is denominated 
by it, Ger. 2.7. And man became a living Soul. 
What the Soul of the Man is, that the Man is. 
Not but that the Body alſo partakes of this 
care and bappineſs. Compare Math. 16. 26 
with Zuke 9, 23. In the former, it is, he loo- 
ſeth his Son], in the later he looſeth him-. 
ſelf, or 1s a caſt-away, therefore Chriſt ſaith, 
we ſhould not fear them, that cannot kill 
the Soul; 72:5. 10. 28. and God bids finners 
inclinc their Ears to him, and hearand their 
Souls ſhall live, and their ſouls ſhall delight 
; In 


d 


"whether he.ſhall be Sav'd or Loſt. I4T 
in fatneſs, 1/a. 55. 2, 3. all is well, when 
the Soul lives and profpers: Come 1:9 2, 
ſaith Chriſt, Math. i x. 28, 29. and you ſhall 
find reft to your Soils, Therefore -the Wiſe 
-man faith, and God by him, Prov. 11. 30. 
He that winneth Souls, 15 wiſe, As a man gains 
or loſeth his Soul, ſo is he bleſſed, or miſera- 
ble. What doth an Hypocrite gain ? when 
God taketh away his Soul, Job. 27. 8. truly, 
juſt nothing. What: a Fool was the rich 
man, Lake 12. 19. to ſay thou haſt Goods 
laid up for many years, -therefore Soul take 
thine eaſe ; alas, poor wretch ! his Ground 
.and Barns had not ſuitable Food for his 
Soul ; but God fays, v. 20. Thou fool, this 
night thy ſoul ſhall be required of thee ; that 
muſt go to another place, and then "whoſe 
ſhall all thoſe things he ? So is he that layeth 
up treaſure for biniſelf, v.25. and is not rich 
towards God ; that which he miſtakes for 
himſelf, but is not true Self, When'God at 
firſt made Adam,” Ger. 2.7. God made the 
Body of the duſt, but the Soul was the breath 
of God, and therefore it is ſid, 27a became 
a living Soul : That was: the Man, that Na- 
ble, High , Heaven-born Being. Oh that 
Men did bnt know the worth of their Sonls, 
immortal Souls, capable of enjoying God to 
all. ternity, made by God at firſt as'part of. 
hirſel?, : and redeem'd by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
therefore a Soul is more worth than a thou- 
iand Worlds, what give in cxchange, 'no= 
thing , not all the World? Ard how are 
| theſe 
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| theſe precious fouls lighted and deſpis'd ? 
Each of you have a Soul within committed 
toyour Charge and Care, that is more than 
if you had an Empire, the care of the whole 
World. It's what the Soul, is'that- the Man 
is; and ſo all the good that concerns and 
conſtitutes that, makes the man. 1t's ob- 
ſervable, Eccleſ. I2. 15, Fear, God and keep 
his commandements , this is the whole duty of 
nan; ſo we render it in our Tranſlation du- 
m4 ty; but inthe Hebrew it's only, The whole, 
W127 7 his whole man, this is all, and gives them a 
xn, ſtrong reaſon, », 14. for thereis a great day 
of Judgement , when, according to this, 
Man will be loſt or ſay'd. | 


Upon this Head of True Self, 1 lay down 
theſe. four Propoſitions. 


I. That moſt men are apt to looſe this veal 
Self. 

2. That yet nothing is nearer or 'dearer 
than this Self. 

3. That if this Self be loſt, all is loſt. 

4. That if this Self be ſavd, all is 
favd, h I 


Some looſe their Money, ſome their Credit, 
others their Trade, many their Health, ſome 
their Lives; but moſt looſe their Souls, 
themſelves, that are wiſe and careful to _ 
A 


i. Prop. Moſt men are in danger of de-. 
ceiving, undoing , and looſing themſelves” 
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all-other things. They are not fenſfible of 
this loſs, nor ſo much afraid of it. Many 
that will not give you a Penny,nor a Shilling, 
will give you two or three hours of precious 
time, :more worth than thouſands of Gold 
and Silver. Many that will he watchful you 
donotpick their Pockets, rob their Houſes, 
cheatthem in their dealings,will lock up their 
Cheſts, their Pouſes, watch againſt Fire and 
Storms, and yet will let the Devil and the 
Worldrob them of their Prayers, of their 
Reading, hearing, ſteal away the Word, 
ſome not ſuffer Weeds in their Gardens or 
Fields, will ſuffer Cares and Riches to+ choke TIO : 
the good Word. Many that are wiſeand pro- | wes I "| 
vident, faving and ſcraping for the World, *' 
are very expenſive, laviſh, and prodigal of | 
precious ſeaſons, and means of Grace. This i 
15 not the condition of one, or a few here 
and. there, but it's indeed the ſad fooliſh 
candition of the moſt. Many ſhall be wiſe, 
give good advice about Mens Aﬀairs in the 
World, and:others ſhall take good counſel 
and , warning about their Eſtates, their 
Ground, their Cattle, their Friends; and 
yet be altogether negligent of their own 
good, and love not faithful dealing about 
_thejr Souls. It's ſtrange to obſerve many, 
hey will feed their Horſes, their Oxen, their 
Hogs, and ſtarve their Souls; ſave, if poſſi- 
ble; all things but themſelves. Angry with 
any that will cheat and couſin them, and in 
the mean while cheat themſelves, andnot dif- 
i pleas d. 
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Every Mays grandtere- ſt and Enquiry 
pleas'd.' Nay, many Learned, that underſtand 
moſt Languages, ſtudy deep Points, skilfu] 
in Arts and Sciences, but ignorant of them- 
ſelves, careleſs of their own Souls; know 
many, moſt things better than the- ſtate of 
their own Souls. | eo SARS 4p". 

Many good Husbands, thrifty about their 
worldly affairs, ſober and innocent as to o- 
thers, -and yet wholly negligent in their du- 
ties to' God, -and ſo cheat their own. Souls. 
Many Women good Houſewives, provident 
and induſtrious about the World, but never 
pray to God, 'nor think ſeriouſly of Eternity. 
You may find the Houſe cleanly, the Food 


- .wholeſom, and ſavory, their entertainment 


courteous-;--their behaviour obliging-, the 
Houfe welt order'd and furniſht with neceſ- 


. faries, andthe Soul and Life all out of order, 


Prev.2. I. 


the Head empty of ſaving knowledge, and 
the Heart dead: and harden'd in fin ; not one 
word of God or Chriſt with delight and ſeri- 
ous efiquiry,” The Bibles lye in- their Win- 
dows, but'very ſeldom in their Hands, taken 
up ſeldom-all the Week, unleſs ow the Lords 
Day, -and then read in a cuſtomary care- 


-lefs manner; not ſearch and dig as for 
\ a hid treaſure, far from crying after know- 


ledge , ſeldom or never down on their Knees . 


alone ohe quarter ofan hour, to pray for Par- 
don, or aKingdom of Glory. Alas! alas! 
can the moſt thus delude' and deceive them-- 
ſelves, and think this 1s {triving to enter ' 
at the ſtrait. Gate, and that this is takitg 
Heaven by violence, _ | Howe - 
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whether he ſhall be Sav'd or Loſt. 
How many Trades-men, - Eusband-men, 
Labeurers, Servants, Parents, Children, all 
butie about other matters, and negle&t their 
own Souls, ſpend two, three, or four hours 


In idle tattling, it may be finful and vain, ar 


Cards or Dice, or ſpeaking againſt their 
Neighbours, whole Winter Evenings ſpent 
in a ſluggiſh, lazy way, telling idle ſtories 
by the Fire, not a Chapter read, and # pray 
2a. quarter of an hour, that 1s too long, and 
they are-weary and fleepy, but not a word of 
thoſe complainrs before. Thus all fooli{hly 
deceivethemſelves, and whole Familtes-209 
utet]y to Hell together; ſome quarrel, and 
Fee dar £0 on ina more broad and o- 
pen way to Hell. Some fpend days and 
nights in Taverns and Ale-houſes, many pre- 
tious idle” hours and days in Coffez-houfes, 
and ſuch publick places, where men 2re 
cheating themſelves of time, that is more 
pretious than all the treaſures- of the Earth, 
throw away the Purſe, and then throw away 
the Jewels. ahd mony tm it: It's a ſeaſon ro 
pray. in;'t6ilove God in, -to prepare for Glo. 
ryan.  Yetthe mof, I hafl- almoſt faid ail, 
are gutlry. of cheating - themſelves daily of 
their 'beſt: treaſure, and yet complain ard 
cry out,when' God comes w'take is away by 
Aeath. ' Why. ſhould God continue ' rhar, 
which they-know not what to do with , butt 
call their ſports their paſtimes to waſt it %-" 
way? You will find at laſt}, there was tit 
one houror day in your whole life, that m_ 
conic 
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| could fay; This is mine own, and I may do 
with it what I pleaſe. What ſhall be ſaid or 
done to convince the moſt of this folly and 
madneſs? 
2. Prop. That nothing 1s ſo near and dear 
as Self. 48 / 


Nothing can be ſo neaWid dear as Self, 
I know Relations and tender Friends may be 
dear, Roz. 5. 7. Scarcely and peradventure 
dye for a Righteons man; who, where,is the 
Man or Woman that would lye forty years in 
torment for another ? 1 have obſery'dthe lo- 

- ving Wife, the tender Mother, weep and re- 
'fuſeto be comforted, at the death andloſs of 
the belov'd Relation, but ſuch in timereturn 

\ to their food and ſleep, - and ſoon forget the 
-Grave. As Abraham ſays to Sarah , Gen. 
2.3. 4+ that I may bury my dead out of my 
'{Gght. This hath been a great ſnare to make 
neglect our ſelves,our great fondneſs to Rela- 
tions'; Love thy neighbour as thy" ſelf {uppo- 
ſeth Self'dear, and that which hath the -Pre- 
heminence- ; if I dye, rot, and-am undone, 
what though my Son or Davughter,..or any 
Friends, eat, drink, and laugh ? How lit- 
tle are we conceryd about our -Grand-fa- 

_ thers, or Grand-mothers, ny, about. our -Þ - 
Fathers and Mothers,that dyed twenty. years - 
ago ? Are -we thoughtfur how *twas with 
them the laſt Night, the laſt Week; . the : laſt ' 
year ? It may be they pity'd, and wept over - I]. 
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6s, if we were hurt, or tn dangerof it.” And 
thus will gur Children'desl with us; it thay 
be go from the Graye, and either pleafe thems 
ſelyes in what we leave them, .or fall ont a- 
bour it,  Eccleſ.* 4, 16. they that come” after 
ſhall not rejoyce in us, Fob 14. 20; The Fa- 
ther is laid in the Grave, v.21, #4 ſons come 
to honour, aud < he, knowos. if not, or they are 


brought Tow, and' it's all*one to him; but, 
poor wretch,! he is tormented -in Body and 


Soul,* v.22, The Son-rants and roars 6n an 
Ale-bench,' or | Tavern,” ſpending thar the 


Father greedily, -or tinjuſtty, got , and fee 


roaritig. in Hell for it. 'Foqliſh heſotted'Erea- 
tures, that we do ſee, and yet cannot fee it; 
foas wiſely x@.confider it. - Many Parents ate 
fond of thoſe Children, that at preſent de- 
ſpiſe and laugh at thenr>and wil rejoyce at 
their Death: * le ee INN (5: 
3. ' Prop. « That if 1 amleft, all is loft; as to 
10 me, ov SPIT PET. 2d ooo 
When I dye, this. Heaven, - Earth, and 
Seas are nothing any- more to me.” Here 


' T make a great ado about Houſes, Eſtates, &e: 


'Twill not belong with me as now 'tis; It's 


but a little while, and Honſes will be no 


Houſes te me, Foodand Qloathing - riothing 
to me, I muſt lye down-in the dark, -cold, 
filent Grave, Night and Day , Winter and 


Summer. Theſe Eyes ſhut up ;. theſe Ears 


and Mouth Ttept with dirt and rottenneſs: 
How ghaſtly is the figtit of ſome dying mt ? 
rortht - 


2 * with 


148. 


POR 


Every Mans graud Intereſt and Enquiry 
with drought, their. Bowels and Heads rackt, 
their Limbs failing, their faces gather pale- 
neſs,-it may. be their Souls full of. horror and 
confuſion; and their Friends ſtand by,weep- 
ing and wringing their hands, but cannot eaſe 
their pains, heal their wounds , ſtrengthen 
their. limbs , refreſh their bowels:, ſcatter 
their fears, pardon their fins ; it. maybe, it's 
terribleto them to ſeeſuch miſerable: com- 
forters; it may be, increaſe their horroyr, to 
think how they have ſinn'd with them ; but 
alas, poor wretch ! the ſtanders by ſay, let 
him alone, diſtarb him not, leave the Room, 
let him alone now, what, that dear Friend 1 
ſo often embrac'd, ſo much delighted to 
converſe with ; ay, ; be gone, that Tongue 
muſt ſpeak no mote to thee, he 1s ſpeechleſs, 
he gapes and ſweats, groans and ſbricks out; 
what, let him alone, to whom? to cruel 
Death, he is now in other hands, it may be 
dragging beforgan angry God. Now what 
ifa loving Wife, and many tender Children - 
wept over. him , .if his Heart be. not right 
with God, all about 2nd befgre him are no- 
thing to him. . Well, . but he is dead , why 
then provide to have tim ont of the way, lay | 
him in. a. winding fſhegt; lay him in the 
Grave,,: throw dirt upon bim, cover him 
deep enough, that-he ſtink not, away the at- 
tenders go, and all the once neceſſary provi- 
fions ; but in the mean while, where is the 
poor Wretches Soul ?.appearing before God's 
Tribunal. Now judge ſeriouſly, attd helieve 
1. . it 


whether he ſhall be Sau'd or Loſt. » 


it aforehand, that all the World is nothing 
to you, if you. periſh. Fs 
4» Prop. On the other haxd all is well, if we 
are ſavwd. | 
We can part with Friends here, to go to 
better above. Said a good man to one weep- 
ing by him, Weep not for me, I am go- 
ing to a Father that will do me no hurt. How 
pleaſant and comfortable, to ſee a good man 
or woman dying with Triumph and Joy ; 
its beyond all the great Things, and 
Splendour, and Acclamations. of this Life. 
This day of Death is better than the day 
of Birth. I thank God, I have ſeen and 
heard many depart triumphing, and with- 
out horror,. and amazement, told me, © Once 
© Death was terrible, but now it's nothing 
©to me to dye, I long to be diſſolved, Come, 
Lord Feſus, come quickly. Another ſaying, 
expreſling a great. deſire and willingneſs 
to dye, © Was ever weary Traveller afraid 
< of: coming to his Journeys end too ſoon, 
© or Heir to his Inheritance ? I. am as ſure 
* of going to Heaven, as that now I ſee 
£you. Another juſt gaſping ovt his laſt, 
ſaid, © The Glory is unexpreſſible I now 
<ſee. Another ſaid, ©I am not afraid to 
.. © dye, not becauſe I have been ſuch-'a good 
. ©Servant, but becanſe I am going to ſo 
© good and gracions a Maſter. Now, can 
any thing be grievous: or traubleſome to 
ſuch a one,,. that is going to reſt, and 


then all is well ? © It's but a dirty Lane 
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©to. my Father's Palace, a dark. paſſage 
©to my Heavenly Manſions, it's. but ſhut- 
©ting mine Eyes, and'I am in Heaven, 
{aid 'one dying, to her tender, dear Child, 
<1 love you well, but my Chriſt and Hea- 
© yen better. | Nothing can be- ſo near and 
dear as Self. * | 


o 


CHAP. VIEL 


2. Query. Whence isit, that. men are ſo apt to 
deceive and loſe themſelves, when nothing 1s 
ſo near and dear and nothing can make 
amends for this loſs ? 

This is worth our ſerious Enquiry, 
. 
1. FT is from our ſelves. 
2. From obhers. 
I could give many Reaſons from our 
ſelves, 


1..*Here is one in the Text, becauſe we 
think our ſelves to be ſomewhat. It's hard 
to convince Men, that they are nothing, 
Men will deceive themſelves. Who could 
imagine, that men ſhould be poor, and blind, _ 
and miſerable, and naked, and yet think 
themſelves rich and need nothing, Rev. 3. 
I6, 17. men are not ſuch Fools and ſo mi- 
ſtaken about this World. Will any men 
ſow Chaff, and expect to reap Wheat ? And 
the Apoſtle ſays, Be not deceived , God is not 
mocked ;, no doubt of that, if we deceive our 
ſelves and others, God cannot, will not be 
cheated. Hear v. 7. following my Text. 
For whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he reap. 
Who doubts of that? yet v. 8. though men 
ſow to Corruption, and for Hell, they hope 
to reap Heaven. Again fays the Apoſtle, 
L 4 1 Cor, 
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x Cor. 6.9. Know ye not , that the unrighteous 
ſnall-not come to keaven, be not. deeev'd ? inti- 
matins, that fuch groſs abominable ſinners 
arc apt to deceive themſelves, and Idolaters, 
and Adulterers, and Drunkards, that:; live 
and dye ſo ſhall be fav'd; ay, but they are 
deceiv'd, Now is not this common amongſt 
us, donot ſuch as never 'pray , ſuch as are 
ignorant, prophane, idle , ready for every 
evil work, reprobate to good, lye down 
and riſe up, bid their Neighbour good ior- 
'row and good night, cat. and laugh, plow 
and ſow, and reap, take all. the times. and 
ſeaſons, and never fear Hell, nor. carc for 
Haven, and yet doubt nat but all will . be 
—_— and be angry, if any queſtion'ordoubt 
OI It. =, | 
2. From non-conſideration , . from want 
of ſerious conlideration, and diligent ſearch 
- and enquiry. Men wilt not. ſit down and 
conſider what they are, what. they ought to 
be, what, they might be, what they are do- 

ing, nor whither they are | going: -"They , 


are not at leaſure, at lealt: not at preſent , it 
may be they may hereafter. I doubt. not 
but there are many in Hell, that did reſolve 
to. call themſelves to a ſtrifaccount once be- 
fore they died , but that 'once nevera came. 
One adviſeth, he that would reſolve to repent 
one day before his death, ſhould this preſent 
day, : becauſe he knows not whether he? ſhall 
have a morrow. Oh! that men could be 
bronght'to:this great duty. of Self-examina- 

| | tion, 
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tion, and ferious Conſideration, and to put 
ſomecloſe and fearching queſtions to them- 
ſelves. Am I really converted,and new-born, 
orno? Am 1a Chiid of God, or the Devil? 
Certainly there is and mn{t be a vaſt diffe- 
rence betwixt Heaven and Heil, and there 
muſt be a very. great difference betwixt the 
Heirs of {inch Glory, and the Fire-brands of 
- Hel. Canl think, God will give fuch match- 
leſs Glory to the one, and throw the other 
into unquenchable burnings , but that he 
makes a nughty change on the one 'here? 
Wherein doth it appear, that I differ from 
others, that 3 fear are. going in the: broad 
way to-deſtruction ? What do more than o- 
thers, do not even the Worldlipgs-and Car- 
nal the ſame ? What if I ſhould be deceiv'd 
and undone to all Eternity ? What if I cry 
- peace ts my. ſelf, if God ſpeaks not peace, 
if his: Word ſpeak no peace, if mine own 
Confoience and Life ſpeaks no peace? What 
ſmall matters do fatisfy and content the 


moſt # Had they no better Evidences for their 


Eſtates,- no better grounds to Hope well, as 
to-their Health and Lives, than they have 


about their Souls eternal Life, how uneaſie 


and reſtleſs would they be ? But men will 
not fet- ſome time apart, fit down alorie, 
. ſearch their Souls and Lives, debate matters 
with themſelves ;-ſome ſuch queſtions as theſe 
may beof a great uſe. I know I was born in 


iin,'and conceiv'd in iniquity, have I fonnd- 


any real change, can I fay , whereas I was 
Ns blind, 


$ 
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blind, now I ſee? Again,every day I am bu- 
ſie, Head, Heart, and Hands employ'd. 
Are my thoughts Spiritual and Heavenly ? 

- P[.104-34 Can i ſay to God, my meditation of thee is 
 Fweet, and inthe multitude of my thoughts, 

7-94-19: Jet them be of the great and rich things of 

Pſ. 139. the World, or of the troubles, croſſes , and 

i7, 18. loſſes, thy comforts delight my ſoul. Nay, cry 

out experimentally, How pretious are. thy 
thoughts to me, O God, how great the ſum, more 
than the ſand, when 1 awake I am ſtill with thee, 
Dol love God with all mine Heart and Soul, 
and hate every falſe way? Dol pray as one 
that believes God will hear and anſwer ? 
What are all my Prayers, if they do not 
reach Heaven, and mine Heart and Life ? 
'. Dol believe that ſome mens Prayers are an 

Iz. 1.11. abomination, as well as their ſwearing and 

a curling ? Do 1 green and fink under: the fin 

eb. 66. 3-I confeſs and beg pardon of ? Do I grieve, 

weep in bitterneſs of Spirit? I muſt weep 
now, or roar in Hell. Am I reſtleſs, crying 
mightily-and continually to God, till I ob- 
tain pardon, peace and healing ? Alas / the 
moſt do but trifle in their ſolemn addreſſes to 
. God? Where are the Perſons that do pour 
out their Souls in Complaints and importu- 
nate Requeſts? Do l verily believe, that God 

Luke 18, delights in thoſePrayers, and not delight in . 

= them my ſelf ? Why ſhould I deceive my ſelf 

| with empty. dead ſervices, that, God is not, 
cannot be pleas'd with, as good never a whit, 

as fever the better ? How many, would Bey 

1, it -- 
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fit down and conſider, would find, that they 

yerily believe God will not hear them, nor 

regard ſuch work ; is it ſuch a Prayer, ſuch 

a Faſt, ſuch hearing as 1 delight in? And 
thezefore have they nat boldneſs in God's 
preſence, Thus may you ſearch and. inquire 

as to every Duty, and the whole courſe of 

your ]ives. Conſider and enquire,, am I 

now doing what God requires, both for 
matter and manner ;z can 1 expect God 
ſhould ſay, Well done, good and faithful 
Servant, when I am doing little or nothing 

that is gootl ? CanlI believe that this is ſtri- 

ving to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, at leaſt ſo , 

to ſeek as to be able? May I not fear,though ,* '? 
I ſhould atlaſt fay, Zord,oper, I have heard * 
many Sermons, read many Chapters, that, ,. _. 
God ſhould ſay, depart, 1 never knew you,that 29. ' ©? 
1s, to approve of you, or delight in you. I Math.7.25 
knew your Hypocriſie, but not your finceri- 25. 

ty. ./Can Ithink that all Ido from morning _ 
to night, from the beginning of the Week and ,,", - 2 
Year to the end, is running, and ſo running The ftyg.. 
as to obtain. Is this ſtriving as for the Ma-gard lying 
ſtery, fighting as for a Crown ? Is this idle, y— _—_ 


lazy, ſenſual, vain, unprofitable lite, labou- 5 Konrad 


ring and watching ,. and taking Heaven by oc ce 


= violence ? For the Lords ſake, for your Souls laborare. 


ſake, ſearch and deceive not your ſelves. 
Would you but bring your Hearts. and Lives, 
words and works to the Touch-ſtone, to the 
Balance, to the light of the word, and ſtand - 
toa trial? What traſh, what triflings would 
8 eh < mo 


156 Every Mairs grand Intereft and Enquiry | 


you find much, that now goes for duties and 
ſervices. Alas ! men will not be faithful 
to themſelves. 


7. Did Chriſt, the Apoſtles, theProphets, 
and all the good men of old thus live as I do ? 
Did not they deny themſelves, go croſs to 
the ſtream and courſe of this wicked world, 
were zealous and abundant in doing 'good ; 
pray morn and even and at noon, feven times 
a day pray,praiſe, meditate on the word day 
and night, have reſpect to all God's coniman- : 
dements ? Now I hope for the ſame niercy, 
call the ſame God Father, hope he witl-love 
and defend me as them ; why then ſhould 
T not do the ſame work, as well as expeft the 
- fame reward? If I have Facob's. God and re- 
fnge, I muſt haye Facob's hope and reliance; 
if Abrahant's ble ngs, have Abraham's Faith, 
Obedience, Self-denial, be ready to. offer 
: up our 1/aac's alſo. I know not, why we 
ſhould not Iabour to be as Any of thoſe before 
'us; pray and praiſe,-and- love as much. 
Can we think,that thoſe things were. written 


Rom. 1 5-4. only for ns. to read what ' they did and ſaid ? 


why, they are gone to Heaven, bur we malt 
believe the ſame, do and ſuffer as they:*, hte 
Apoſtle plainly ſays, Heb. 6. 11, 12. Every 

one of us muſt ſnew the ſame diligence to the” 
aſſurance of hope to the end,nor muſt we be ſtat 


followers of them, who through faith and patience 
Inherit the promiſes ; that is, If we will. carte 
- "We 
muſt 


% f 


totheir end, to their reft and happinel 
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mult tread in the ſame ſteps, go the ſame way 
daily. | WES 

= Can we imagine, that Gold ſhould give 
ſo many counſels and warnings, ſo many 

ecious choice encouragements., - promiſe 
Fich great and good things, only for us to 
live careleſs, looſe, ſlothful lives ? Need ſo 

much be ſaid, to perſuade me to riſe, eat, 
_ drink and be merry, -or walk in the Fields, 
follow my Trade, . it may, be pray or read a 
quarter or halt an hour;'%n God's day read 
an- hour longer, hear a Mmiſter pray apd 
' Preach an hour or two, get home and eat and 
.drink and never ſpeak of the word more ; 
hough never ſo many rules, follow not one 
of them farther chan it conſiſts with mine 
eaſe, intereſt, or humour ? 
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1-: Would a man confider things aright, cor. 15. 
is this to be ſtedfaſt, unmoveabie . always 148. 


abounding'/in God's work, becauſe God will 


abundantly reward us ; is thisto be fervent 1 Fes. 5, 
in Spirit, not ſlothful in buſineſs, to give all”? **+ 


diligence, to work out our Salvation? Is 
thisto ſpend our ſelves and be ſpent, to pray 
without ceaſing, to pray evermore, to watch 
and pray, to pray and not faint, Luke 18. r. 
need we put on the. whole Armour of 'God 
for'this? Epi.'6. 10. to 19. need we a Breaſt- 
plate, . an Helmet, -a Shield, a Sword for 
this?. Need we watch and take heed., and 
'keep.our Hearts with alldiligence for this ? 


2, Aire 
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2: Are we not aſhan'd to think: that God 
ſhould give us his Spirit, his Grace, his Mi- 
niſters, his Goſpel, ſuch a bleſſed Word to 
enables, and yetto do nothing ; that God 
ſhould change us, turn us from darkneſs to 
light, open our Eyes, Ears, and' Hearts - for 
nothing ? :Did we but conſider. how matiy 
expreſſions there are in Gods word to this 
- purpoſe ; that his Grace ſhall ' be ſufficient; 
that his ſtrength ſhall be manifeſted in our 
weakneſs, ' what toYo juſt nothing, 'or what 
is worth-nothing ? Are we not born anew to 
great and high things ? | f. 
3. Can we enjoy ſuch rich, choice, and 
; diſtinguiſhing priviledges from thereſt of the 
World, and not do more than they ? What 


be God's Children, Chrift's Brethren; « his 


Members; and all for mean low work. Say, 
what the Children of the King of Heaven do 
ſuch low ſordid things, ſuch baſe vile things? 
Would men but put ſome ſearching queſti- 
ons, how ſoon wouldthey ſhake their confi- 
dence, and yet 1o eaſily deceive them- 
ſelves ?- [2:8 She Ye 

© 4 Am not aſham'd and confounded: to 
think, that God ſhould now promiſe,-/and at 
laſt give, a Crown and Kingdom unto me, 
that am ſo ſlothful, careleſs and unprofita- 
ble ? Its trne, I enjoy great Priviledges, bnt: 
do little work ; I confeſs,the beſt and -molt 
faithful unwearied Servants muſt -acknow- 
ledege, that the doings as well as ſufferings 
of this preſent time, are not worthy to bc 

£Om- 
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work, which is but for a moment, ſhoyld, 
' thorow rich Grace, work for them a far more 


_ good Pleaſure to give them a Kingdom ; 


' tree that brings not forth good fruit, muſt 


a TI 
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compared with the Glory that ſhall be re- 
veal d in them, and wonder, that their light 


exceeding and Eternal weight of Glory, and IE: 
it may be well faid, that Eternal Lifeis the 5 ** 
free gift of God ; and that its their Fathers 
there1s no-compare between the work and auth, 25, 
the wages ; therefore God ſays, Well done, 21. 

thou good and faithful Servant , thou haft been 

faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 

over many things. - But then how can I, that 

have not only laid up many of my Maſters 

Talents in floth and idleneſs , but have wa-,; . .. 
ſted away moſt of them in ſin and exceſs, ex- 40, 
pect that God ſhould ſay well done ? WhenA 

have neither been a Servant, nor- good, nor 

faithful ina few things ; but rather expect 

he ſhould ſay, thou wicked and ſlothful ſervant ;; 

take all from him, and caſt that unprofitable 

ſervant into outer darkneſs. Why ſhould we F 
thus flatter our ſelves ? When God ſays, not | 
only the tree that brings forth bad , but the 


be hewn down in judgment and caſt into the 
Fire. | 


2, From others. Another great cauſe of 
onrdecelt, 1s, from others ; but this-alſoari- » 
ſeth from our own folly and wickedneſs; 0- 
thers could not-hurtus, were it not from our 
ſelves. | 

| 1. By 
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. . 1. By comparing our ſelves with others, 
2 Cor-10. 13. meaſuring themſelves by them- 
ſelves , and comparing themſelves amongſt 
themſelves, they are not wiſe; Mer are apt 
to think, ] am not worſe than my. Neigh- 
bours, and moſt abont me are as: bad one 
-* - way or other as I am, and they arenottrou- 
bled, and whyſhonld I be fo inquifitive-and 
ſolicitous ? Indeed here and there is:one,. or 
a few, more - preciſe and exaCt; but: thoſe 
have their failings another way. 1 will 
venture with the reſt; this is a dangerous 
. ſnare; men argue not thus as to this World , 
my Neighbours are many. of thein::poor, 
and therefore will not endeavour to, be'rich. 
But God plainly tells them, that the':moſt go 
on tn! the broad way'to Hell, and' that you 
muſt .not follow a multitude to.do: evil. 
There was but one Noah, one Lor, one 24j- 
caiah ; was it any eaſe or relief to tliem, that 
they all periſht together ?. hut! if thoſe. that 
appear good are bad otherwiſe; God«caſts 
them off, if really bad ; af but faihmgs, God 
_ 1s ſevere againſt them, as.againſt Adoſes, Aa- 
701, David, Eli, and many others., : '* 97 

2. By reſting upon the ' judgment and-ap- 
probation of others , or rather upon: their 
connivence, fikence and forbearing you. 


x. It may be; others ſay nothing to: yor, 
let you alone from day today, and weekito- 
week. It may be Relations ,. near- amd dear 
Friends, ſome careleſs Parcnts. You- _ 
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be apt to think (if you think any thing atall 
about it) were my condition ſo bad, ſo ve- 
ry Gangerous, ſome would be ſo kind to tell 
me mine own, and warn me to flee from the 
wrath to come. But we meet each other of- 

\ ten, ſalute kindly, enquire of the bodily 
welfare, about the times and our affairs of 
the World, but not one word -of God , nor. . 
about our Souls ; ſurely therefore there is no 
danger. 'But, Redo 


1. Conſider that few,very few, are really 
concern'd-about their own Souls, and there- 
fore you can't expect they ſhould be fo about 
yours : ThE are ſick themſelves to the very 
Heart of * the ſame Diſeaſe, of ſloth and 
carelkcineſs,' and ſenſuality, and can you rea- 
ſonably expe&tthey ſhould reprove, or warn, 
or exhort- you to thoſe duties, that they do 
not mind themſelves ? befides, they are buſily 
employ'd about the ſame worldly deſigns and ' 
matters, as you are, and are not at leafure, 
nor have they any Heartfor theſe great and : 3 
ſpiritual things ; they are of the World, Fobn8.24: oy | 
therefore ſpeak they of the World. Chriſt”  * 
makes a great difference betwixt his ahd the oe Fd 
reſt. oh# 17: 14,16, They are not of the World, 
even. as T am not of the World, therefore the 
" World hateth them. Now; were you 'ever 
hated and perſecuted, becauſe you" differ 
from the World ? you rather pleaſe your 
ſelves, that you agree with them. 


M | 4. Thoſs 
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2. Thoſe that axe concern'd; ahqut- their 
own Souls, yet know, that you will not; 
he it, kindly, if: they ſpeak plainly to.you:: 

qu know not, their thoughts of you by theig 
ſtlence, Moſt-thiak hardly of each other, 
though few ſpeak. plainly and;treely'z judge 
ot by their ſilence, that theyapprove of you, 
here are very few; faithful Friends to Mens 
Souls. It may be ſame are ſo.guilty-them- 
ſelves, that they are aſham'd, as well, as 
afraid, to reprove, warn or aginoniſh you. 

2. It may be others. commeng. you to-your 
faces, think well: and. approve of; you, this 
15.2 dangerous ſnare ; and yet it doth. pleaſe 
and tickle the moſt ; but, what: is this, as to 
the goodneſs of your condition ? Men are 
very falſe anddeceitful, and may commend 
you,when in their Hearts they condemn you.; 
they are weak and ſhallow, and ſee not your 
inſides, nor know your Hearts, and obſerve 
but little of. your aCtions, and are apt to, paſs 
a falſe judgement for or againſt, as they-are 
pleas'dand_ affeted. - They know not your 
down-lying and up-riſing ; beſjdes,'twil ſtand 
you; in. no ſtead, Luke 16. 15, Rom. 2. laſt. 
Whoſe praiſe is not. of en, but of Ged. 2. Cor. 
Io.18. Not he that commenacth bimfelf, nor 
nhom Man, but whom the Lord, conmendeth, is * 
approved,  - 


GHAP: 
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1 CHAP. IX. 


3 dorn's How. dreadful thy condition; if loft 
* Beeter I never bad a Tongue, an ty, 


an Eanan Hand,thannot employ all for: God”, 


: bettey 1 had the Heats of a Dos thau a 


_ Biokgd, Heart, #ot tO love God, + 


«Mi How ſad will it be with you dying, 
andat Judgment ? 


2. How ſad is your condition at preſent, 
all-in EI and a Cyrſe to you ? 


FOQW. fad and dreadful will it appear 
at” the laſt day, how terrible and 
- Mirrg and amazing will it be, to part with 
theſe empty bubbles and toys, and havereal 
confuſion and. aſtoniſhment ? Could you at- 
ways. delight © your felf with theſe , 'twere 
ſomewhas;; but Death ſtrikes the quafting: 
- Boul ; ths full Glaſles,. out of the GaHants 
hand. What a daſh had Belſhazzar, Dan. . 
beg. amidlt all his Lords, quaffing and caron- 
ling ! v6. his Countenance chang d, his Thoughts 
eroubled ,, the joynts of his Logns laoſed, his 
Knees [mote one against another. What, a 
ſinall drap imbitter a Crown, ſpoil a Fealt ? 
Mordecai's not. bowing the knee ſpoil'd 
Hanan fatisfaCtion in all he had. Eſther 5.12, 


I 3 "n little Leaven ſowre the lump, and how. - 


M 2 {oor 
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ſoon all gone and loſt, and he hang'd ? Naboths 
Vineyard diſturbs Ahab in all his Kingly 
abundance. 1 Kings 31. 5,6. Ay, buthe can 
ſoon get that,chap. 7; v. 16; But what came to 
him there, v;19. The Dogs ſhalllick thy Blood. 
I have often thought with pity on-great Men 
in their Pomp and Splendour ; ſuppoſe them 
Worldly-wiſe, grand Politicians, ſucceſsful, 
honourable, rich and mighty, with ſerious 
conſideration ; poor wretched Man, ſhould 
he loſe himſelf amidſt all and be wicked, he 
can't look with comfort 6ne hour beyond 
Death, nor one foot beneath the Grave ; 
whereas a good Man leoks'every way with | 
comfort, as the Apoſtle 2 Tim: g. He looks 
downward with chearfulneſs. v.6. T am now 
ready to be offer d up, and the time of my depar- 
ture. is at hand, It's but as putting-oft- his 
Clothes, or taking a Journy ; it's but a Style 
or two more to my Fathers Houſe, but wink- 
ing and I am in Heayen ; whereas a Sinner 
tremhles and is amaz'd ; the boldeſt Sinners 
go backward when Death comes- on 
whatedreadfnl ont-cries and ſcreitches on * 
| Death-beds, but how many good, Men long 
to be diſlolv'd ? O Bleſſed Glorious ſight, to 
ſe and hear a Saint dying in peace, and going 


ol 


triumphaatly to Honour, 


«2 He looks backward with cſac and 
atisfaftion. v. 7. ] have foucht 'a good fight 
1 have endeavour'd.to ſerve the will of God 
faithfully. As Hezekiah, Iſa, 38.3. Lord, 


remember 


" - p 
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remember bow 'I have walkt before- thee with a 


perfeft and upright Heart. A wicked wretch - 


dreads to look back, and dare notsay, Lord, 
remember how I have liv'd; dare not ſay, 
Lord remember the Sins of my Youth and 
riper Years, my Sabbaths and Week-days. 
David in old Age could look back with com- 


fort and confidence on his younger years - , 
Pſal. 71. 6, 9, 17, 18. Thou haſt upheld and 


' taught me from my Youth, now forſakg me not, 
when Old and Gray-headed, Now a Sinner 
looks back with horror. ſhatne and canfuſion. 


. 3. He looks forward, with comfort and 
boldneſs, to the day. of Judgement, and to 
the Second coming: of Chrift. v. 8. There js 
a vaſt difference between good and bad on this 
account. Luke 21,26, 28, Others hearts fhall 
fail. them. for fear, and the powers of - Heaven 
Jhall be fhaken, then look, up, lift up your heads, 
-for your Redemption draweth near, It's a great 
difference between the guilty and the inno- 
cent, when the Aſlize draws: near, and the 
Judge at hand. <* - 


. - - 4 He looks upward, with triumphing joy 
and admiration, to the Crown of Righteonſ- 


neſs/and Glory; their Hearts leap for joy + 


here in hopes of it ; how will it be, when 
juſt entring into Heaven? Eye hath not ſeen, 
nor Ear, heard, thoſe great things prepared 


for them. | # | 
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1. Now if a Sinner that O loſt look 
downward, 

'(x:) Hhere is a diſmal Grave to receive 
his pamper'd filthy finful Body,, a mighty 
change from all delicacies, and careand at- 
rendance ; the Bed of: Down chang'd intoa 
Eed of dirt and bones, and a little aftertnto 


 @ Bcd of flames ; the well-bnilt Honfe with 


deckt Rooms, furniſhd and adorn; glafſs 
Windows, Doors and Qut-tets, chang'd. into 
2 dark hole, ſhut yp, not the leaſt breathing 
hole or crany of Light ; wartath and wafhing, 
rubbing and cleanſing the Body, and other 
things chang'd intoa lump of nafſtine&, and 
what 1s loathſorne and corrupted. 


(2.) But then he looks lower, and fovs 
Hell open for him, Devils gaping, unquench- 


. able burnings to receive him ; howfhall he 


die ?: he dare not -die, he can't hve. Now 
his Ears hear nothing but ſcreitches and-roar- 


' ings, his Eyes behold all diſmal ghaſtly 


Objects. 'What 1s it-.to ſee a dear Child, 
Husband or Wife, in Convulfive-fits , under 


' Groanes and Sweats, and ghaſtly "looks ? 


Rom. 9.22: 
Ch. 2. 7» 


but fall under Gods endleſs wrath, who 
knows the power of his Anger, T ribulation, 
Anguiſh and Wrath upon the 'Sonk;' the - 
breath of Gods Anger enkindle the Flames. 
O. what -will Sinners do ? Can thine Heart - 
endure? WAll not uy linews "—y and thy 


' SOUL mejt? 


2. But 


- 2, But when the wretch looks backwhrd, 
what 4 ghaſtly fight, all his 'Sins, his Pride, 
wantonneſs, 1dleneſs, hypocrifie , what not; 
O the farms of filthy vite thonghts, the 
multitude of wicked {imful words, a whote 
Life of Sin-* Now 'Detth' will fetthem in 

order before thee ; here will'he a refleion* © 


x. Oh what you were, 'once had and en- 
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| joy'd; all the pleaſures, ceaſe and plenty, Miſcrumep + 
fach an Eftate , ſich Friehds, all Joft and dixiſſe fu- 
pone;; tro more, heyer, no triore ; howwan- Ye e705. 


ton, vaih, -prond, iffle, when enjoy'd them? 


2. Whit yo might have cen, and done; 
whttt bleſſed Seaſons of Grace loft, I'might 
have Pray'd, Read, Heard at fuch a tirhe; 
when Twas idle, vain and footifh. Twason 
my Bed'of floth, or in idte Company, when 
I priglit have beenupon'my knees, wrelthing 
with 'God for Gract'and Mercy ; how well 
 mightitrow have been with my Sool? 


3. 'Bnt alas! what a fad condition have T 
now finn'd my ſelf into'? I'can't look back'on 
otiehour, on oneUuty, with comfort.Every te- 
lation, every mercy, every judgement help 

-to increaſe my torments;poor wretch, mife- 
rable wretch, wicked yrretch that 1 am, 
thooghI receiv'd fo mitch from God, Ifcarce 
ever aid Him one hours hearty Servicealt try 
days; 1 have done much againſt Him. bs 


FY 
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. When he-looks forward to the day of 
famant, there he ſees Chriſt that once 


2 TbcJ. 1. cameto woe him, to fave him, now comin 


in faming fire to Judge, to'deftroy him, an 

'that for ever; whither ſhall I fly or run, 1 
muſt appear, and Fmuſt be condemn'd, and 
to unquenchable burnings? When that Sa- 


- viour ſhall come in the Clouds with his 


mighty Angels, and the Saints meet him in 


. the Air, I muſt hear rthedreadfnl Sentence. 


Hebi 0,21 


Matth. 25. 41. Depart, from whom? from 
peace and happineſs for ever. - Depart, thou 
Curſed, 'what Chriſt call me ſo ? with his 
word goes the Curſe and Vengeance, and 
ſeiſeth on the ſinner ;- but whither, back to 
the Earth again, or to a Dungeon or a 
Priſon, or into the Grave again ? no, into 
fire, ſcorching fire ; but how long ? for ever, 
Ever-laſting fire; when Ten Thouſand years 
out, as new as at firſt, prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels. What curſed, dreadful ghaſtly 
Company , what affrights and amazements 
are ſome in, under apprehenſions of . Appari- 
tions ? How terrible,a Dream? What will it 
be to be caſt amongſt them ? O tremendum Det 
Fudicium, the Ancients call dit. 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the living, 


angry God: Did you never ſee a guilty.. 


ogne ſtand trembling in his Chains before 
the Judge ?. and do not ſtanders-by tremble. 
and nielt,; to hear the Judge, (and poor weak 
Man that muſt ſtand trembling before-this. 
Iribunal alfo,) when this Judge gives the 
TD 2 Sentenc & 


It's a fear- 


Lov ot NT 


ye 


I" OOO s 
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Sentence of Death 3.O what will it be, when 
God ſhall ſay, Taks bim, Devils. 

5- When he looks upward , there 1s an 
Heaven, bnt no entrance for him ;-he ſays, 
Depart, I kyow thee not, that is, to love thee 
- or {ave thee; there is an angry God, whoſe 

face is a flame of Fire againſt thee , that 
ſmiles.on others, and bids them welcome. 

6. When he looks inward,there is a wick- 
ed Heart, a ſtinging Conſcience, there 1s all 
In an uproar ; whereas the good Mans Con- 
ſcience 'is3 a Mount-Tabor, a. glimpſe of 
Glory, an Heaven upon Earth, a Kingdom 
of Goodneſs within him, thine-is a terrour 
to thy ſelf and to all about thee,an Hel upon 
Earth.None need accuſe dying perſons, then 
ſevere enough againſt themſelves,that would 

not bear others gentle mild Reproofs before. 


- 7. When they look outward, without and 
about them , all witneſs againſt them ; their 
Friends cry for them, bur can cry out againſt 


. them; their Beds witneſs their ſloth, it may 


be their filthineſs ; the Frames, the Timber, 
the Stones, -cry out againſt them : None to 
pity, nothing to help, -whereas good Men 
leave their friends with -comfort, and can 
ſay, I am not afraid to die. 
. TI. If you are loſt and thus miſcarry, all 
you have, or ſeem to have, or be, is nothing to 
you. ' What is a great Name, Applauſe, 
8s | | | Honour, 


r6g 


170 


p Tongues, Lives, your Enemies, your Netgh- 


Jia. 29. 7: 


you loſe God, 
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Honour and Reſpect, to a dead' e, to |I'g 
damn'd Soul ? Alas ! . that you could but for. þ| « 
ke and know it, for your good and advan-. || - 
tage ? What if others, many others, have Þ & 
ood thoughts of you, 'twil ſtand yon in no |f w 
Fread. When a perſon 1s to be Tryed for his | py 
Eſtate or Life; he thinks all of his own fide, I be 
repreſents it ſo to his Counſellour. and WW pz 


friends ; they ſay, he need not fear, be of 
good courage, all will be. well ; but when 
the perſon or- Cauſe is brought before the 
Jodge, the Writings are bronght forth; the 

itneſſes called , and things appear-quite 
otherwiſe, the Cauſe is loſt, and the Man 
Caſt and Condemned; what is he the better 
for his own good thoughts, or others/g00d 
words? We are very favourable to our ſelves, 
and cry, Peace, all is well, Rom. 2.bex. Judge 
others, bat not our ſelves ; 'othersſpeak fair Fi 
to us, but at the laſt;the great Day, the Books 
will be brought out and open'd. Rev, 20412. 
and the Witneſſes appear, your own Hearts, 


bours; and then all will appear as reallF it 
is, and God will paſs Righteous 'Setitenc. 
What doth it advantage you to live ih fools 
Paradiſe, topleaſe your ſelves with a Dream ? 
think now that you Eat and Drink, andin 
the Morning of the RefurreCtion awake, avid 
your Souls 'are empty, and you faint and 
periſh: You loſe your friends , your pre- 
ſent enjoyments, yonr Bodies, /your Souls ; Now! 
Chriſt and Heaven _— | 

na 


*F. 


_whither he fall be Seu dor Loft. 
ſhall be {aid ro awaken you and do you 
$aTU312nte:f-., 

- 2: At preſent, if youare not good. all you 
ſera to have and enjoy 1s in Judgementand 
wrath. 'Tir. 1. 15. To the pure all things are 
pure, but to the impure all is defiled, It would 
be. too large a digrefſion, to ſhew, as to all 
particolars, 7 


1.. This is a greatloſs; you loſe the real 
good and: Blefimg of what you now have ; 
your ontward merctes and croſfes are all in 
jndgment and Wrath ; your Table is a Snare, 
whtethe Meat is m your Mouths, the Wrath, 
the Gurſe of God is in your Souls: You are 
fed: as Enemies, only fatted and fitted for 
the flaughter ; if you havePomp and great- 
neſs, abundance and Honour, you are Reding 
i the greater State to the Worms and rot- 
tennefs, nay, to Hell and uaquenchable burn- 
mgs. Some make more haft thither than 
others, run full ſpeed by rioting and exceſs: 
If yon are poor, and fick and diſtreſſed, you 
are falling tl lower, never ftop tall corne to 
the utmoſt wrath. A good Man falls and 


riſeth again :'Many think, becaufe they ſuffer 


ſo much here, God will pardon and fave 
them 5 alas ! __ your ſofferings coutd 
make amends for your fms, which can't be, 
yet they:can't procure Gods favour and Hea- 
ven; Ro, 8.18, ll the Flood not waſh kway the 
guilt 'of the old World,nor Sofloms fire burn np the 
Lists, Many Iye roaſting and roaring _ 

Ye. erce 
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4mos 4 wrath,and wicked ſtill, fo thoſe in-Hell. Now 


7 t012. a good Man is the better for his mercies, all 
ven in love from'God, and all Praiſe and 

Thanks given from a loving Heart to God. 

A good Man bleſſeth and -loves-God more for 

one- bit of Bread, than a wicked Man doth 


for-a full Table. Agreat Man ſtanding ar- 


cidentally at a poor Mans' door, and ovyer- 


he was. ſo thankfulfor, and found only Bread 
and little elſe ;- he went out aſham'd/arid con- 
founded, that he was no morethankfql for 
his abunCance. Short. Commons;-iferious 
hearty Grace, are a good Meal, a rich Feafl, 

- Many Thouſands eat and drink, that do not 
love and praiſe God for it... We moſt of us 
generally more need Hearts to bleſs God 
with, than meccies to praiſe him for» What 

a vaſt difference is there between good and 
bad on this account:? One is for a fa} Tabl 
and a .Cyp ' over-flowng , the other for an 
Heart abounding in Love and Thanks-grving, 
A Cardinal, riding in Pomp and Plex 
with his Company, —- aſide to; poor 
'Man in the fields, and found him weeping, 
and askt him why he wept? he anſwerd 
- Surgunt was looking on this Toad , and:admiring 
Indodti;%& Gods goodneſs, that I was not.miade-fach 
pi ry vile Creature ; with it he return'd to his Com- 
dum nos Pany z ſaying, theſe-unltearned mean-perſons 
-voltamus riſe up and take Heaven by Violence, whilſt 
&c. , we wallow in ſenſual pleaſures and goth 
a 


hearing him give God thanks ſolemnly and 
heartily, would goin to'ſee what great Feaſt 


_==O MKif = © 95 = .wu» 


God feeds him tothe full, he waxeth wanton, 
and kicks againſt God, and forgets his Maker 
and Benefattour ; if afflift and chaſtiſe; mur- 
.mour, repine, and it may be grow deſperate ; 
that God-ſays, why;/anitten ? they will revolt 
more and-more. Let the Prophet go to poor 
or rich, it's all one. er. 5. 3, 4: What ſhall 
be done t0.4 wicked hard Heart ? Wo 

- 2, It is fo, as to means of Grace, and all 
Spiritual .advantages,. they are all ingſudge- 
mentiand wrath to-yow ; Gods Word doth 
but harden them that do's ſoften others. The- 
Sun. that ſoftens the Wax, doth harden the 
dirt ; that draws out the ſweet. ſmell of 
flowers and choice incloſed Gardens, doth 
alſo the loathſome offenlive ſcents and ſmell. 
of Dung and Carrion. Who would think;that 
ſuch a choice Evangelical Preacher as 1/aiah 
ſhould be ſent to ſhut their Eyes, Ears, and 
Hearts ? //a.6. 9. &c. Nay, that frequent 
Preaching, precept upon precept, line upon 
line, ſhould be ſo abus'd as to make them fall 
kackward, be broken, ſecured and taken. 
I/a. 28. 13. Some think, they ſcornfully ve- 
peated theſe words, v. 14., 22 as if weary of 
ſo. much of '1t ; or, as others, . they nced ſtill 


word, upon word, ard all to no purpoſe, they Quicqrid 
ſtill fall into fin, and at laſt under Gods jult TFcipitur 
Judgement... The wordof God is the Savour 150Povr 
of Dzath to ſome,as well as of Life toothers; qym reci« 
the ſame'good Seed will not grow in the high- piencis. 


W327, 
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What a fad condition is a wicked Man in 2+ if 1/2.26. 10, 


* "Th 


way, Rocky , ſtony-groung, that prof] 
in the. good Ground. + You may lite ihe 
powerful means ,of Grace, ſound Preaching 
and Heavenly Praying, :and yet bein a dam- 
nable. condition : Who. could hear, a better 
Preacher', .and be in better company 'than 
Fudas. and yet a caſt-away, a Devil? : Reſt 

none of your. outward: priviledges. 
Read through the: 24. of the Romans. and 
then judge. I could inſtance in all parts of 
the Scripture, the promiſes are a Rick Trea- 
ſure, lat none of them are for-you. ' Roz. 8. 
28. Al} work, for good, but 'tis to them that 
lov e God, all's in [Judgement to others: Un- 
ſpeakable, unheard of things, God hath pre- 
par'd in; Heay'n, but it's for them that Love 
him. 2 Cor. 2. 9.4 Crown of Righteouſneſs for 
them that love his appearing. | 


os 
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CHAP; Xx, 


4: Query. How may. we prevent this dreadful 

. loſs Therefore if poſſible, deceive not, loſe not 
| your felves. Top read, 'that-it's your all. You 
have but one ſelf,, one Soul to bedann'd or 
ſau'd. Youhave many other Perſons, matters 
"and things that throug in ;, but throw them all 
| aſide, and mind this one thing necdfult 


A Anf. Ou muſt know, that Men will be premiſe 1. 
s perſuaded to any- thing; ſooner - | 
" I than this: You may perſuade them-to mind 
" If their Eſtates, their Bealth, their Houſes, 
© I their Grounds, their Wives, their Children, 
the Times, nay, others, and their matters, 
that nothing concern them ſooner than mind 
themſelves. . There are many Wiſe Men, 
States-men, ingenuous Artificers, great Scho- 
rs, diligent. and: good Country-men, that 
will wiſely and: carefully take care of alt 
— Jin their way, but themſelves. Rare Arts 
| I found out, great and mighty Buildings 
rais'd, great improvement of Lands, careful 
.* Educating and placing abroad Children, but Nemo ia 
P. none looktothemſelves,or very few, to good ſſcrentat 
" Wpurpaſe; nay, with reſpect to themſelves, ende- 
they will be concern'd' for their food, their 2079: 
eaſt, | their warm Rooms, wholeſome Air, 
— [pteaiant walks for the Body,. and yet not 
 [ixgardthe Soul ; yet farther as to their Souls, 
Fr you 


t56, 


Evers Maps grand Intereſt and Enquiry 
you may perſuade them to Read, to Hear, 
to Pray, to give Alms, and yet not prevail 
with them to look intotheir Hearts, and ſee 
how matters ſtand betwixt God and. their 
Souls, It's very ſad, that Men ſhould be no 
more earneſt for their own good, Prov. 15, 
32. We read, that Men deſpiſe their own Souls, 


and: Chap.. 19. 16; He that: keepeth the Com- - 
' handment keepeth his ow Soul, | but be.that de- 


ſpiſeth his ways ſhall dies... He regardethnot 
his own ways, not regard:or mind what he 
doth, nor how 'tis done. ES 


2. None can-do this. work for you, none 
can deceive, and naag can vndecelve you, 
unleſs you will you es. /'Who can harm” 
you, if you will be Wiſe for your own Souls ? 
the Deyil may teinpt; :|others may-allure, 
temptations-may offer themſelves; but you 
wound yourſelves, you ſtah;your own Souls; 
I knowthere are many. fnarcs and greattemp- 
tations, but you ſt to. your own Hand,” am 
Scal' your own DeſtruCtion:>. Nor .can any 
help you, :unleſs you _ be Wiſe. your- ſelves; 
Mimnitters:may Preach, ſet -Ruiles before-you, 
Friends perſuade ; but- this: Heart-work, 


- this Sou}-work,, none can ;' do for you. 


Alas ! they. can't know- your ſecret workings, 
who knows the thoughts of your Heads, and 


-” the aftections of your Heart? Others may 


hear your. words , your Prayers, ſee your 
Profeſſion, but who: ſees your Hearts'? whe- 
ther you are ſincere, ſerious, fervent, in what 

| | you 


you know .; Now, why ſhould you. reſt'on 
"N 
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you do? They may ſee your Clothes and the 
ſpots on them, but who knows whether yon . , 
have clean Hearts,or ſees the ſpots'and defile-, 
mentson them? It's very fad "__ Men ſhould 
beſo little concern'd. 

3. Having premis'd. theſe two things, -we 
may Provent: Self-Deſctrufion by 


j 


- Four RULES. 


E: x; By not rfing ſhort of real Godlimeſs. 


' 2. "By not relying on others,  : 
-» 3. By preſſ ng after Self-Salvation, as great 
and rich. * * | 

= I 7 it 43 4 work, and as my work. 


Rule 1. Reft not on any thing ſhort of real 
goodneſs, I mean of” being truly good your 
ſelves; i: Many have Tich and” gone: things, 
wow are not food themſelves. © : ; 
- 1; Reſt not 'pleas'd' and: ſatisfied with all 
Fe good things of this Life. I hape you'are 
ſenſible, that the vileſt-of* Men may have all 


theſe, and-be never the better, but much the 


worſe.” Were not. Pharadbg] Nebuchadnezzar, 


Belſhazzar, /and Herod, rais'd to great dig- 


nities, mighty power, large Territories, and 
yet abhorr'd and caſt off by God, as wicked ? 
How: many live plentifully and comfortably 
all their days, and yet their Heads, Hearts, 
and Lives wicked and abominable to God ? 
1 believe.you take this for granted,as to many 


that 


- 
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thit!withourt you ? Some are praind of their 
Eftates;- others of their Wiſdomz/!a third of 
their Houfe,: Gardens ; or gaudy, _: 

An Aﬀſs may 'be laden;with your Riches,: and 

yet an Aſs ſtill. How many: Thonſands, 
Millions, pleaſe, indoc;themſelveswith theſe 
vain things ? But. ſuppoſe you haye Children, 
dear Friends, whether good or bad, yet ſtill 
the > enquiry remains,, ath I:good my ſelf ? 

. Reſt not on Goſpel Friviledges, Ordi- 
nance or. Duties: | Yau may liveunder the 
choiceſt means of Grace, and yet be ina dan- 
gerous,. deſperate, damnable condition. How 
many Thouſands have liv'd under able faith- 
tvl./Miniſters', heard-many powerful ear” 
ching, Sermons, and have Pray'd and Faſted, 
and Raceiv'd the Blefſed: Sacraſhents,: and. yet 
are hirden'd, dead: in! Sins ;and 'Trefpaſles ? 
many:arblgnorant, Worldly, Senſnal ;;ſotrit 
Proud, vain and -mafterleſs in their: varniely 
Aﬀections and Lufts; others Hypactitital and 
falſe to God and Man ; ; many, turn fl Athenti- 
cal and openly prophane. Some -Pariiesand 
Towns,where there have been Leatned, Holy 
and Laborious Miniſtets, ye not one. Fa- 
mily in Ten, in- Twenty, that-ppay toGod, 
or ſcarce read the Scriptures all; the Week. 
. That had they liv'd-in' the datk corners of 
America and Africa;, or | in the: Idolatroiis 
blind parts of 4a and' Exrope,;: had been as 


good, it may be not” fo vile arid-ahomindble. | 
The Apoſtle intimates, that fach:axhave been | 


enlightn'd and taſted the Heavenly Lift, -_ 
| ade 
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made partakers of the common gifts of. the 
Holy Cholt, and have taited ſome reliſh and Marth. 13. 
ſweetneſs in the word of God, and yer come 22, 21- 

, ſhort of Salvation. What though I ſeem to / 9” 5:35: 
Pray in my Family , in my Cloſer, in the 
Congregation , if my Prayers reach not * 
Heaven, and my Heart and Life ? it's to no 
purpoſe, We read of Prayers, that are an 
Abomination to God. | 

There are many things that are good, 
choice and excellent, but all nothing to you, 
ngjeſs 'you are good. Tr. 1. 15. To the pure 
all things are pure, ' 


1, God: the Father is a Father to hisown 
people,, a Loving, Gracjons and Glorious » 
Father to them ; but what isall tais to yon, 
| unleſs ;yqn 'are. his Children ? Can you tma- 
| gine thathe is a loving Father to the wicked, 
that Þe calls:the Devils Children, hits ? No, 
ſays God; 1f 1 am your Father, I expett mine 
Honour and Fear: Mal. 1.6,7. and that you come 
out from thalſ/orld. 2 Cor. 6. laſt, Indeed we 
all cry ,Our Father which art in Heaven, but. 
God knows his own Children, and their cry ; 
molt that:fay ſo, haye'no Father there, but 
q in another place. Joh! 8. 4.4. Such as call God 
f Father, mit paſs their S ojpterming in Fear. 1 Pet. Rom.$.15, 
s 1.17. They have the Spirit of Adoption, that Gal. 46. 
cry . Abba Father, God.1s a Judge too, an 
angry Judge," a jealous God, arcvenger, full Nabum r: 
of fury,:4 conſuming fire. Now you that begs 
4 | fave i© often called: God Father, tit down 
N 2 and 


11 Chap. 


1 Cor. 1o. 
beg, 
Rom 15 4. 
720.1214 
1% 
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and conſider, may not he ſay, Depart, I 
never knew you, that is, to be my Children ; 
My Children .love me, delight 'jn me, fear 
my diſpleaſure, prize my favonr, did- you , 
ever ? God loves His every day, and God is 
anzry with the wicked every day,lying'down, 
riding up. Pſal7. 11. P/al. 11.5,6, 7. God 
Joſh 10and was angry With the old World, with Sodom, 


with the loſt Angels, with.Saal, and Cam 


and Eſau, and the Egyptiavs and the Canan- 


nites, with Thonſands-of the 1ſralites 


;-I mean 


thoſe that he caſt off and abhorr'd, and 
therefore not a Father to all. Was not all 
this written for our Learning? Are we 
better than Eſax, and many of the 7/raelites ? 
they were not all JIfrae/, and we are all 


Chyiſtians. 
2. But may we not fly to Chriſt, 


a PrecI- 


ous merciful Saviour ? he will fave us, though 


loſt and utterly undone. 


I fear this hath 


heen a'great ſnare, whereas one is ſay'd by 


Chriſt ,. I fear Hundreds, if not. Thouſands 
are deſtroy'd, gronndleſsly preſuming on his 
merits; It 'would be too large to'run out 
into many particulars, only. 1 'beg you for 


- your own good, that you be not deceiv'd 
and undone on this account. ': A little to 


ſearch and conſider, whom Chriſt came to 


ſave; and in what way they'are to be ſav'd 
in and by him, and how Chriſt liv'd himſelf, 
and whom they were, that Chriſt ſav'd and 
d: lighted in on Earth ? If. he fav'd all, why 


| did not fo many leave him. fohr 6 


laſt ? why 
complain, 


o 


I EA ok do. an, ID 


complain, -ye will not come to me that ye might 
have Life: Chap. 5. 40. Why does he ſay, 45 
Sheep hcar ay Voice? Chap. 10. 3, 14, 16, 26, 
27. Other Shcep I know not ;, did not Chriſt 
Preach that Doctrine himſelt Chap. 5. 28, 
29. They. that 'bave done good, riſc tothe Reſur- 
reftion.of Liſe, and they that have done evil, to 
the  Refurrettion of Damnation. Why could 
not he ſave them for ever? Chriſt doth not 
ſay, be 1t unto you according to my mercy 
and merits, but, be-it #2210 you according to your 
Faith. He could not do much there, becauſe 
of their unbelief, and yet the groſleſt unbe- 
lievers preſume on his merits. Now It's wor - 
thy your. conlideration, ' that though Chrilt 
be ſo precious in himſelf, and to God, yer a- 
mongtt Men he 1s only io to helievers;though 


a rock of Apes, hes a ſtone of ſtumbling, * 7*t- 2- 


and a Rock of offence to the diſobedient. 


2. Reſt not on others Approbation, | 

_ For ſuppoſe many do think well of you, at 
leaſt ſay fo, when they mean otherwiſe :: As 
moſt tlatrer ons another, few ſpeak their 


- minds: freely, it may be it puffs you up in 


pride, it doth you much hurt, no good - Are 
you really the vetter ? 


! T1. Is thisa ground to Build on? Is your 
State the better or more ſure ? Do they know 
your inlides. Chriſt faith, Fudge ng accor- 
ding to the outward Appearance, that is not 
Righteous Judgement , and yet Men can 

N 3 jadge 
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Luke 19, 
IT. 


Can, 


t P:t. 5, 
12, 
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judge.no otherwiſe? Is any Man the richer 
that drives a great Trade, and makes a noiſe 
in the World, becauſe many think ſo, | when 
he is really poor, and at laſt caſt into Prifon 
for debt ? will this comfort and relieve him 
in Priſon, or help pay his Debts? The Scribes 
and Phariſees appear'd gloriouſly in the 
World ; who ſo ſtrift and zealons, ready to 
check Chriſt and his Diſciples for breach of 
the Sabbath, for keeping company with 
Sinners, for not Faſting ? ſo ſtrift, that 'twas 
a Saying then, That if but Two go to Heaven, 
one of them wonld be a Scribe, and the other 
a Pharifee ;, and yet Chriſt, that knew them 
better, calls them AHypocrites, painted Scpul- 
chres ;, and ſays plainly to them, Zzke 16. 15. 
Ye juſtifie your ſelves before Men, but God know- 
eth your hearts ; for that which is highly efteem'd 
amongſt Men, 1s an abomination in the fight of 
God." No: donbt- but Men commended the 
Phariſee, but God rather juſtifies the Publi- 
Such duties as may paſs for high De- 
votion with Man, may be Abomination to 
God. For the Lords fake therefore, truſt 
not to mens Thoughts or Approbation of 
you. Alas ! the beſt can but fay with Paul,” 4 
Beloved Brother, as I ſuppoſe. 


2, As your ſtate is not ſure, nor ſecur'd by 
it, {9 neither arc their Thoughts any Addi- 
tion to your happineſs. You may betickVd 


, and prUfft up with Pride thereby, and when 


ſcorn'd, dcipis'd, andcenfur'd,as much caft 
, ; down ; 


Ld 
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down; for an Hypocrite lives upop the 
breath 'of the people z whereas the Apoſtle 
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fays, and all fincere Chriſtians with him, 2 Cor. 1, 


this 1s our TE the teſtimony of our Conſes- 12. 
hh &- 


ence, &c. The Hypocrite ſays,” This''is -my 
Rejoycing ,” the Teſtimony of my 'good 
Neigbours. Chriſt fays, They go intothe Sy- 
nagogues, and into the corners of the ſtreets, and 


blow a Trumpet, and hang down the head,* and Mitth. 6 
all this to,be ſeen of Men, and they have their ve- yg. 


ward, anda poor,one it 15. The applante of 
Men, ſinful Worms, inſtead of:;the tavourgf 
God ; is this worth the loſs of Heaven, and 
ſaffering the Lorments of Hell? What ſhall 
be ſaid or done to convince ſuch of their 
folly and madnefs ? Alas! what can they'do 
for you ? ſuch as the Worm is, fuch is his 
fayour. 1/2, 2. 22, Ceaſe ye from Man's miiercin 
is be tobe accounted of? OG 


Rule 3 That you" may, and mit, ſeek your 

good and happineſs this way. be IM 
Then make it your folemn, your main, 
your enly bulineſs, to look to your ſelves, 
that you be cruly g00d, and ſhall be Eternally 
fav'd ; that 1s, give all diligence to make 
your Calling and Eleftton fure..2 Per. x. 10, 
1x. Hot in reſpett of God, his Counſel is 
Armand ſtable, he knows His ; but as to your 
ſelves, make it ſurean it ſelf, and if, poſſible, 
known to you. How can you live quiet and 
contented, and ſo many.years hear, and read 
and pray, and not kaow whether you ſhall 
N 4 be 
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- bedamn'd or fav'd to all Eternity.? How can 
you lye down or riſeup in peace, when Auſtin 
wonld not for the whole World bein an un- 
conyerted ſtate one hour, leſt he ſhopld die 
then-aud periſh Eternally; and you have 
lain down, and riſen up.days and. years in it 
well-pleas'd, brisk and merry,when for ought 
you know,you may bein Hell to Morrow or 
next Week : When this great Work is well 
done, then all is well. 

I. 1 donot mean, this minding your ſelves 
takes off from minding the well-fare of 0- 
thers ; God hath in Wiſdom been.gracioufly 
pleas'd to make this, one great part « of our 
Work ; and in many caſes it's our Sin and 


' hurt not todo it. True Charity  ſeeketh 
ARS 4.22, 


not her own. '2 Cor. 13. 5. So let not Man 


ſeek his own , but every Man anothers | 


Wealth. 1 Cor. 10. 24- Which the good 
Apoſtle did not. v. 33. Not ſeeking mine ow:i 
profit, but the profit of many. 

2. I do not mean ſeeking our own, in op- 
poſition to the Glory of God and the Intereſt 
of Chriſt;. for in ſeeking this, we moſt truly 


ſeek our ſelves; ; and herein we arcto deny 


our , ſelves, and loſe our Lives, and ſo fave 
our ſelves. The Apoſtle ſays, We are nar our 


"own, but Chriſt's that bought us. 1 Cor. 6. 19. 


This is the great fin of many. Ph1l. 2.20. All 
ſeek their own . things, not the things of 


Feſus Chriſt. God hath been graciouſly 


pleas'd to joyn. together his own Glory and 


Re leſs, 
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leſs, yea-ſinfol to propoſe, . whether L-could 
be contented to lye in Hell, ſo as God be 
Glorified ? What God hath joyn'd together why 
ſhould Man put aſunder ! ; 

3. Nay, God hath been pleas'd to back 
all the duties he lays on us, and requires of 
us, with arguments fetcht from our ſelves, 
our own good. There is not one Command, 
but, he tells us,is for our good. Moſes often 


you. It's Bleſſing or Curting, Life or Death. 
What Arguments are made uſe of? Whatever 
is good and uſeful, neceſſary, reviving and 
glorious, it's made uſe of, 


1. Do you prize Life and length of days ? 
P/al. 3 4- 12. What Man is he that deſireth Life ; 
and loveth many days, that he may ſee good ?'Let 
him refrain from Evil, and do Good. Prov. 
3-16, Length of days is in her right hand. But 
then the Wiſe Man makes a large Propoſal, 
Eccleſ. 6. 3. 6. If a. man beget an Hundred 
Children, and live many years, nay, though 
2000 Years, yet he muſt be buried m darkneſs, 
and all is gont, Now, therefore God aſſures 
ns of Eternal Life. Fohn 3. 15. Ch. 4. 36. 
Ch. 6. 47. to 51. Never die, ever live. Though 


| pour Fathers did eat Manna, Food from Heaven, 
they -are dead , but he that eateth the bread of 
| Life, ſhall Live for ever. 


2, Do there manifoid Bleſlings accompany 


Life, to make a Man happy and bleſſed ? why 


all 


Dem, 29. 
urgeth this, fear and love and ſerve God, , 7:Ch.30. 


this is your Life, that it. may be well with 15, 19,20. 
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all thoſe God promiſeth, God will take away 
what 1s hurtful and troubleſoine, and give all 
that is good; he will wipe away all-tears, 
remove all {orrow. Rev. 2t. 4. No- more 
Death , no Sorrow, no--Crying, .no Pain; 
others Want jand Hunger-pinctd:; 'they 
tall Hunger no more. Ch. 9. 16. and be- 
cauſe: Darkneſs uncomfortable, no more any 
Night. Chay. 22.5. You ſhall have all yqur 
wants ſupply*d,your defire ſatisfy'd.The grea- 
teſt, the higheſt Friends, the ſweeteſt 'Com- 
pany,thericheſt Feaſt and Dainties, the Feaſt 


of the: Marriage of the Lamb; the higheſt 


honaur,you ſhall beKings and Prieſts.Rev. 1.6. 
The Children of God, your Bodies ſhine as 
the Sun, beyond it, like nnto Chriſt's. Phzl. 
3. laſt. Rais'd-glorious, though ſown in 
diſhonour amongſt \the Clods, and Worms ; 
rais'd in Power, though ſown 1n' Weakneſs, 


« Cor. 15, 20t able to lift an hand, open an eye, reſiſt 
42, 43,44. the crawling Worms; ſown 'in corruption, 


raisd 'in- incorruption. What will-it beto 
meet Teſs Chriſt with all bts holy Angels in 
the Clouds, dn the Air ?, Whar will the 
ſplendour and ſhining beauty of -the-Soul be ? 
Eye hath not ſeen; norEar hathheard ; nor 
can *it now'b2 concerv'd-what 'God hath pre- 
pat'd,; and will do'for his Glorihed: Souls: 
Now, ftand by,filthy,drofly, decenfut World, 
that buries all its Admirers and FavouriteS'in 
the duſt. My Friends, this, this is: that 1 
am- now perſuading -you to, to gerdnrable 
Riches, laſting Good , Rivers of-Pleafore, 


true 
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true Peace, Everlaſting joy ; that Soul and 
Body may be ſav'd, and be Eternally happy. 


Rule 4. You muſt do it heartily, as a great 
Work, and your proper Work. | 

Now one would think, there wereno need 
of many Arguments: toperſuade Men to this, 
eſpecially, when they muſt. Zternally and 
miſerably periſh, if not thus ſav'd, lye tor- 
mented in Hell to all Eternity ; and there is . 
no eſcaping, if you negleCt this ſo great Sal- 


vation. Why, Sinners, will you be damn/d?zxs. 2. 2. 
Why will yon not. live? Why are you zzex, 48, 
backward , unwilling to be davd? It'slaft. 


very ſtrange Men ſhould 1ſo hardly be per- 
ſuaded to it. It's very hard to perſuade Men 
of the truth of thoſe things, who hath be- 
liev'd our report 1/a. 53.1. few or none. It's 
true,not many deny it and laugh at it, thongh 
.more now adays than formerly ; yet. thoſe 
that deny it not, do not aCtually believe theſe 
things. If ſo, it would make a mighty 
change inthe World. Men would fit down 
and weep, and refuſe to be: comforted,. till 
ſome hopes of being ſav'd. +Did Men verily 
believe, that ſuch and fach Sinners muſt in- 
evitably periſh, and-that in a very ſhort 
time , and that they- are 1n this dangerons: 
condition ; could they live as the moit do ? 
The Jſraelires wage ſhut out of Caanan becauſe 
of their unbel} God ſware in his Wrath, 
Heb. 2. laſt: and'what doth the Apoſtle make: 
of it ? v.12. - Tabs heed therefore, Brethren, 
leſt 
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left there. be in any of you an Heart of unbelief, 
and Chap. 4. 1. Let us therefore fear , left we 
come ſhort, it can't be meant of that Earthly 
Caanan, and therefore muſt be uriderſtood of 


Heaven. Chriſt ſaith, He that believeth nor 


on the Son, hath not Life, but the Wrath of God 
 abideth en him. This cannot be underſtood 

of believing only that Chriſt is the-Son of 
God.. or that he is come into the World, or 


-that he died at Jeruſalem, and 1s Aſcended 


into Heaven, If this Faith were enongh, the 
' Devils might be ſav'd, for they confeſt that 
he was the Son of God? and the Apoſtle fays, 
the Devils befjeve and tremble. Fam.2.1.4.to 20. 
_ there he fully declares, That Faith is dead 
without Works, that 15,70 Faith. As the Body 
is a dead: Carkaſs without the.Soul. Db you 


. fo believe a God, as to fear, honour, 'and 


obey him? fo believe.in Chriſt, as toprize 
him. above all ? Phil. 3. 3. c. and deſpiſe all 
in compariſon of him? To believe: a Hell, as 
ro fly from the Wrath to come ? ſo believea 


Heaven; as to ſtrive, run, fight, and. take, 


Heaven by violence ?: Alas! where, who, are 
the Perſons in good earneſt, that do heertily 
make it. their buſineſs t9 be fay'd ? a few no- 
tions-in the .head, and empty words in the 
Mouth, but no lively ſenſe and favour-of the 
things of God within : Will you thus. be 
deluded with a ſhew and arofeſſion ? You 
read of a form of knowl; Ko. 2. 20. 
and a_form of Godhineſs 3-2 T7im..3. 5. 2 
Scheme or Syſeme of notions, ſuch. as Tn- 
tours 
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tours read to their Pupils; and the other is a 
Mask, a Vizour, .an Appearance, but no good 
works, very vile under ſuch a ſhew. \ 


2. It's therefore very difficult, and; with- 
out true Faith, impoſlible,to bring Men to the 
real pradtical part of Religion, that is, to 
be-truly good, and be Eternally ſav'd. It's 
indeed/the mighty work of God, the ſame 
God that made Heaven and Earth,' that can 
ſhake Mountains , that can change wicked 
Hearts; .it's not Means, Miniſters, Mercies 
or Judgments. How many fit under the moſt 
lively :awaking means, and not moy'd to 
one duty, .nor brought off from one {in ?It's 
difficult to convince Men ODE 


1. . That this is their work and buſineſs, the 
buſineſs of their lives, they believeit's to be 
done, . but a '{mall matter will ſerfe'; they 
know they can't get Mony, Houſes, Eſtates, 
without plodding or working ; but that it's 
eaſie to get to Heaven. Either they think it 
toohard, too much, and impoſſible, and fo 
will not lifr at a mountain, that can't move 
a Tree; will not reach at the Sun or Clouds, 
that can't reach the top of a Tree or Tower. 


Alas ! ſay, or think, ſome, we can't Pray.at 


all, :and;muſt we do it fo often, ſo con- 
ſtantly,ſo fervently?or elſe they think it very 


eafieand light; and-ſhall a man lift mightily ' 


at a Feather or Straw. that he can move'with 
the top'of his finger. ? or ſhall a man rn aox 
| before 
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befare Sun-rifng, 0'carty in the morn, when 
he can diſpatch his Journy. before night ? or 
labour and ſweat all day, at the work he can 
finiſh in an hour? on theſe two dangerous 
Rocks ,, moſt ſplit their Souls, and are loſt. 
Says one, I would gladly get to Heaven, -but 
there is more requir'd than I cando; Ile la- 
bour for my Body, for my Family, and that's 
as much as 1 can do, ve truſt God:with my 
Soul. 'Let Miniſters and Scholars mind their 
Books; and Heaven, and, their Soats , that 
have nothing elſe to do... 1 can neyer Pray, 
and Read, and Difcouric, and junderſtand, 
as others; Another ſays, there is. more ado 
made about it than need;z i doubt. not- but 1 
ſhall do as well as: the beſt. Jr's 'bnt Re- 
penting, Praying, and ſending for a good 
Miniſter at 'laft;. and - alt will be well. .: It's 
an caſte ſhort; paſlage ta tionaven.  Aprophane 
wretch'was wont t fay,; three words at laſt, 
Lordhave mercy, noutd' carry him to Heaven 
and poor: wretch, ridie7 over a great Bridye, 
his Horſe ſtarted, l:2pt.over, and he was 
drown'd;/'the words 1:;was heard tor ritter, 
were, Devil, take «i, iic'3 dangerous jeſting 
about. theſe great things; 1.259) 

2. it's hard to conyints. each manthat this 
is his butineſs. 2c mar, muſt Pray, : Believe, 
Repent for himſ#i{:i 4s:-no man -caneat and 
drink i for' ine, {> 39nc can love Gol for me, 
repent for tc, bUlicein Feſus Chih forme, 
go toHearern o Hell: for.gne'; [none can 
bear Deaths-pangs aid: horrors IG. 1 
pc | now 
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know Maſters and Miſtreſſes, and great and 
rich perſons take more liberty of Tpending 
theirtime idly, than Servants and the meaner 


ſort ; and it's true, the like labour and pains ' 
may not" be requir'd and expected'from you: - 


But 'could never yet fee any gromd from 
Scripture, or reaſon, that: the greatdFLord 
or 1 ady: ſhouſd have -mnore are 
to.ſpend-.a day. or #4 'Week vnprofitably and 


f{infully, than another ? That the Freateft 


could juſtly ſay, 1 have this hour or day to 
fpend as [pleaſe; they ſay, or think indeed, 
who is Lord: over. us; our Tonynes, out 
timeis out own ? They ſhall fig a Lord 
that will call them ts aft accohnt ; nnleſs 
they ;ſhould think the Maſter ſhontd expect 
teſs work from them, becauſe he grves t 

niore- meat and wages. Are your hands, and 
eyes and ears; not indde for fervice ? will it 
be: any” comfort for you at laft, to think, 
tnove delicate diſhes of choice meat, peaſant 


Wine | and: Liquors have gone down” this 


Throat, ' than others? and rheſe Innbs have 


hin at eaſe, ſtretcht:-on the Cottch'and'Bed, 


when others have'bech ſweating afd tir'd ? 
Whatever Great Perfons, and Mafters and 
Miſtrefſes think, their Temptations are great, 
becauſe, under #6" cheek and controul : 
'Twere well, we lad one every nightto call 
us to:an- account, br that we wonld call our 
ſelves t6 an -accontrt. -How many 1 their 


Scrvatits, check and +Eprove their Children, 


and in the niean white forget, neglett theim- 
telyes ? —_—_ 


Thx 
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JL CHAP, XI, 


_ 2 Application, ore particularly by way o 

Ps ; if poſſible, take this yo th to al 
it.that you may not be deceiv/ d and wreechedly mn- 
|. | done. A. little debate the. buſineſs. mith. your 
E Souls, that you may attend to, andfollow,theſe 
Direttions. oil Jai onng OS IL 


k 


& 4 upon it, that there is but one:mhain buſi- 
neſs to, mind, That Body and: Soul befav'd ; 
and this I have leaſt minded, or to-no' purpoſe. 
Conclude thns, better I had never beeni born, 
than that I ſhould live and die- and periſh in 
my {ins ;,as I am'born into the Workd;L am in 
a periſhing condition; I came into the World 
with my face towards Hell, and- my: back 

- towards Heaven ; I am by naturefitll of all 

Evil, and yoid of all Good : In me;; that is, 

in my: fleſh dwelleth -no- good thing;:. My 


18. not pleaſe . him. Am 1 :chang'd and-amade a 
| new Creature ?, are oldthings palt awayg.and 
all. things become ney? I am-horn-intoithis 

world, ice and hear, and enjoy theſe: lower 

things,, but unleſs. I am born again,;1:cannot 

enter into the Kingdom.of God; and:;if 1 do 

not, ,I muſt fall into,Hell,, and then woeis me 

for eyer,. 1 mean, wretched and miſerable is 

this Body and Soul of mine ; and js there no 
"691 © Way 


L. Javing  premis'd: theſe - things; account 


Rom.7.14, Carnal mind is\enmity. againſt God, and.ean- - 
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way 3nd means that it may be ſay'd? As yet 


' T am inthe Land of the living, may I'not 


yet turn and live ? but is it likely, any hopes, 
while I thus trifle away my time every day 
about nothing ? Alas! what am I doing, 
but deſtroying my ſelf every day ?: ſhall I 


-pity others; my Friends, my Children, my 


z .nay, mine Enemies -often, and-not 
pity mine own Soul and Body ? Am 4 trou- 


.bFd if my Neighbours Houſe be barnt ? <if a 
Child fall into the Fire ? if amans ar or 


tegg be'broken ? and not ſenſible, not bleed, 
not tremble at the thoughts of my Body and 
Soul barning in Hell-fire ' for ever ? $hall I 
take no time to conlides of it or lay it'to 


/ Heart, till it be too late ? am I not at leaſvre ? 


have T any matters of ſach concernment, as 


' this?- who fhall feel the wrath, 'and loſ&the 


Glory, but my ſelf ? Prov. 9. 12. 1f Tam wiſe 
to Salvation, 'I am wifefor my ſelf, but:if-1 


ſcorn and negle& all inftru&ions, I alone ' 


ſhall bearit. Shall I deprudent, and forſee 


-the dreadful evil coming, 'and avoid-it; or be 
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ſinful, fooliſh, paſs on and be Eternally-pu- Pr0%-22.3- 


niſhed ? God ſays, Why ſboxld'ſt thou deſtroy thy 
ſelf % Eccleſ. 7. 16. are any ſo mad? yea, 
Thouſands, Millions, Hof. 12. 9. O 1/ral, 
tho baſt deftroyed thy ſelf, but in me is thy help. 
Will any but a mad-man wound himſelf, cut 
his own fleſh, torment. his own Bowels ? May 
I not do this daily, and not be ſenſible of 1t-? 
Shall 1I- belieye Gods Word, or a wicked 
lying World, and mineown deceitful —_—_— 
O Go 
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God tells me I wrong mine own Soul, I love 
Death, I chooſe Curing. He calls aloud on 
me, and ſays, Why wilt thou die ? and ſhall I 
not Hear and Anſwer, and ſtrive to live ?. 


1, Diretion. Sit down and confider, de- 
bate- the buſineſs, ſet an hour, a'day apart ; 
a little conſider thy ſelf, and weigh matters 
aright : You have Rational Souls, that may 
do this; things are made plain and clear, 
that you may know what is evil and what is 


Fam. 1.5. g00d ; God will give you Wiſdom,” if you 


will ask it, that you may diſcern the diffe- 
rence between the precious and the vile. 1 
am apt to eſteem ſmall things, and nothing, 
and -account them great, and to ſlight the 
richeſt, the choiceſt things, as poor and 
meart. What loud calls, warnings and in- 


-ſtru&ions in the Word, to perſuade men off 


from Earth, as. poor and mean, uncertain ; 
and to prevail: upon them to ſeek after, and 
cloſe with, Spiritual and Heavenly things, as 


truly good, and what will make them happy ? 


ſa. 55: 1 
2. 


God tells them, this is meat that periſheth, 
It is not bread, 'twillnot fatisfieztheſe are Ri- 
ches uncertain;deceitful ; Thievesand moths 
rob you of them, you may die a fopl in the 
midit of them ; but that he would have you. 
havedorable Riches, Bread of Life, delight 
your- Souls in fatneſs, and your [Souls live 
Eternally. Why -ſhoyld God flatter '-me ? 


what hurt dol him, if I cleave to Death and 
-perih ?, and on the other hand, is the Foun- 


_ tain 
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tain the better becauſe. I drink of ir, and 
that- abundantly ? or the Glorious Sui that 
I ſee by it, and enjoy its warm reviving 
beams.? I, ſee the one part daily true, that 
this World and all in it periſh; why ſhould 
I not believe the . 6ther part ? certainly CON- Iſz. «1.6; 
clude, I am under a deluſion, Iam in i fools 
Paradiſe, in a Dream; and ſhall F-not awake, 
but with Hell Flames about my ears ? Many 
others have found all this true, ſhall I not be- 
lieve them.dying ? If I learn not bj others 
death, it's too late to learn by mine own ; 
I may be a warning to others, not to my 
ſe 


1. Why ſhould I not ſet ſometime apart, 
and ſit by my ſelf, and commune witk mine 
own heart ? ſhall I lye in the Grave,ſcores, if 


not 1cos of years ? and ſhan'tI ſpare an hour 


in a day, lira week, in a year, 1n my whote 
life, to deſcend into the Chambers of death 
by meditation, and converie with my Bre- 
thren and Siſters the Worms ? Why fHfould 
[ bea ſtranger at home, at my long home? T .. 
know it's common to ſay, Wemult all die, 
and. we owe-a._ debt we mult all pay ; and 
away to other matters preſently, and hope 
twill be a long time before the debt will be 
cal'd for. Can't think of death '*ti11 1 feel 


F0b17-14. 


it.2.it's ſtrarige, that moſt perſons are atraid, 
' they.lof. their frierids ſhould be told that they 


are dying, twitl.make thent melancholy, and 
do them hurt ; What though it coth pull 
| Q2 2 owt 
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down our ſpirits? I ani ſure God fays, 
Eccleſ. 7. 2, 3,4- It is better to go the houſe of 
mourning ,, than of feaſting; and the wiſe 
man gives yon good reaſon : 1. Becauſe 
it's the endof all living ; whether you will 
go thither willingly or no before-hand in 
your thoughts,- you ſhall be brought thither 
whether you will or no. 2: The living will 
lay it to heart ; that is, the dead can't, or,as 
Tome, dead ſinners ; but the living Chriſtian 
will think of it ſeriouſly. 3. The heart 1s 
made better, that's vain, wandring and 
wicked ; this will compoſe andfixit. 4. It's 
a great part of: true Wiſdom. v. 4. They are 
fools' that are pleas'd with the crackling of 
Thornes. v. 6. Think ſeriouſly, 1 keep a great 
a-do about this body, it will not always, not 
long, eat and drink, and ſleep,as now it doth ; 
it will ſhortly fall down a ftinking, loath- 
ſome contemptible lump, it will decay and 
moulder ; I have often wiſht, were it Gods 
way, that I conld but ſhew ſinners” dying 
perſons .in the Pulpit, or dead Corpſes ; they 
are but three or four feet under ground, and 
trampÞ'd on ; the Bed-man digs them up as 
Rones and dirt, throws. the skull one way, 
the bones of the legs and arms another way : 
Who looks to find out the ſhape of his great 
Grand-father ? it may be the young Boy kicks 
about his Grard-fathers skull on the top of 
the Grave, when room is made to Put in his 
Father or Mother ; and that <knll hath'þeen 
full of cares and fezrs; here lies one _ 

h that 
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that did ake, eyes that did poure out tears, 
tongues that made doleful complaints ; one 
lies here that was covetous and ſelviſh; ano- 
ther there, Iluſtful and wanton, a third cloſe 
by, that was ſerious, heavenly and good ; 
now as to the bodies, what difference between 
the skull of a Lord and a poor Country man ? 
who will ſay, this man was worth Ten 
Ponnds a year, that other an Hundred ; no 
difference, no diſtinQtion. Fob 21. 23, to 26. 
One lives in plenty and eaſe, another in pain 
and miſery, the Grave is a-like to both. 
Who can imagine that men believe this ? 
none deny it; but we are the perſons that 
live under the apprehenſions of this won- 
derful change. Fob calls it the Land of Dark- 
neſs, and the ſhadow of Death , without any 


% 
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order. Ch.1o. 21,22. The clods of the Valley $0621.33- 


are the {weeteſt Entertainment,and the worm Ch 24.20. 


ſhall feed ſweetly on him ; that is all the 
houſe appointed for all the living. If you 


will not look ſo far as the Grave, come to 


the Sick-bed and Death-bed ; hear them cp, 33.19. 
groaging, ſee their ghaſtly looks, 'wipe off to 22. 


ther . cold ſweats, they cawt do it, -moiſten. 


their ſcorcht lips ; what ſhall I ſay or doto 
convince and awaken you? come and ſee 
your ſelves in them. Bur ſtill you think it 
nat ; ſay, this is not 1, I am alive and in 
health : * ap dh z If it were thou, then thou 


wert undone, but very ſhortly *twill be you; 


Thoſe that now lye gaſping and ſcreitching» 
and others that lye rotten - and ſtinking, 
O 3 thought 


i 


* 
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thonght ſo of themſelves very lately, when 
they ſaw others thus languiſhing ; their in- 
ward thought was, that their houſes ſhould 

- continue for ever,' but they periſh, and yet 
their poſterity approve of their ſayings, that 
7/4.49.10 is, not as to their fore-fathers, they ſee it 
to14 was their folly, but ſee it not in themſelves. 
They inherit their Eſtates; their Houſes, and 

their folly too. © I 
- 2, Werethis all, 'twere not ſo much, but 
you muſt meditate ſeriouſly on the day- of 
Judgement, and the great. account to be gi- 
ven at that day. All this World muſt be 
brought up again ; the body muſt riſe out of 
the Grave, and Soul and Body ſtand before 
God, Men and Angels, and the whole courſe 
of life be examin'd over;- you' muſt give 
account for every idle word, thought, and 
miſpent hours. Aﬀect your heart with this 
great and ſolemn day and wonderful ap- 
 pearance. ' Chriſt will come in the Clouds, 
reveardd from Heaven with - his - mighty 
Angels, the Trumpet ſhall ſound,” and the 
dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, and that Saviour 
which came humble, lowly, and mean at firſt, 
2 Thei. 1. that came beſeeching and intreating, and. 
© 9- perſuading here; will come then in flaming 
Fs: againſt the wicked to take-yengeance. 
Take ſome time to 'pavfe on it, till you 
. tremble at the thoughts of it : How dreadful 
for meto ſtand trembling amongſt the guilty 
and condemn'd at thelefs hand, and hear the 
dreadful Sentence, » Depart thou curſed, = 
NE” 53 curſf 
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curſt for ever to Everlaſting Flames ; what © 


' ſhall I do.? which way ſhall I look? tis in 


vain to cry- to mountains and hills. The 


' greateſt, the ſtonteſt , the proudeſt 'then Ke”: 6.15; 
ſhake and tremble, they that ruffle in their *©» *7: 
, ſilks, and they that ſhiver in their rags, go 


hand in hand naked before Gods Tribunal ; 
and what a difference then betwixt Sheep and 
Goats? between, come ' ye bleſſed, and go'ye 
curſed; Then the great -and mighty ſinners. 
ſhall cry to the Mountains 'to Al on them, 
and lyeon them to all Eternity, as accoun- 
ting their -weight not ſo heavy and ſinking 
asthe wrath of the Lamb, | 


-(r:) Think how at maſt be determin'd by 


_ God atthat day,” and:therefore you had need 

# now, -approve yourſelves to God ; none can 
wltand up in our ſtead/or'appear ;- for asevery- 

. -one- muſt hear - his own bprden', bear the 

' weight of his own ſins ;” each man will have 


enough - to' do to anſwer' for himſelf. 'No 
Father plead for the. Son;-nor Husband for 


.the Wife; no fond-indilgent Mother ex- 


ctiſe, 'or-hide, or extenuite the faults of :her 
idle,” wanton and extravagant Sons . None 
ſhall- be ſpared | for their-Parents goodneſs. 


God ſays, here, N oah, Dimiel, and F 0b Axle Ezek. 14. 
liver neither”Son 'nor'' Daughter, but ther 14, - 
ofvn iSouls. : Zots' Wife. was turn'd into a Fer. 15, 


Pillar'of Salt, and God. bids us remember 
Zors Wite; the wiſe Virgins had not Oyl to 
ſpare, 'the' Righteous ſcarcely favd them- 
ha 4 , -Jeives; 


#7 ; 
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ſelves; good Paul had much a-do. to get 
to Heaven, what had he-to ſpare, that had a 
bady of- death, and cries out as undone ? 
Rom. 7. 29 and fearful and watchfulleſt he 
bea cait-away. ER 


AY ON A ww 


(2.) Therefore you had need look tp your 
{elyes, and approve your ſelves to God; who 
alone is the ſupream Judge, Judge of you 
and all the World ; there is no appeal from 
him ; this is a comfort on Earth.1f unjuſtly 
1. 23.22. condemn d ; as one.faid, F Appeal, the Judge 
 askt, to whom ? he anſwerd, to;Gad above. 
_- God alone will paſs the final Sentence, and 
pronounce thee- to miſery or mercy. If he 
iay, come thou bleſſed, Men, nor Devily can't 
ſtop nor hinder thee, he only hath the keys, 
R-v 3, 18. that lets in.and ſhuts out as he pleaſeth-; and 
he knows who and what/you areg. he will not. - 
juſtifie-the wicked, nor, copdemn the-righ- 
teus, he knows. is. own jewels: he knows . 
his Childrens Voice, though others ; knock 
boldly at. door. Adatth. 7. laſt. Depent; 1 krom 
ye: not: There is no. bribing him,  no- falſe 
loſſes, . no offering Thouſands of Gold and 
Silver; if you would: give mountains of |. 
Gold, all the World/cannot. buy.one dram ti 
'of Grace or comfort, or be taken in exchangs 
for a Soul; nor is there any eſcaping hin, I, 
nor hiding, nor flying away ; Death and 
Hell, and. the Sea, give up their dead, all 
Row, 14. Mult: appear, it is: not you may. but muſt 
10, appear, and there is no reſiſting hig'/power, 
| nor 
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can't. bear up under the Stone, the Gaut, the 
Strangury, the Tooth-ach; alas ! God doth 
but skirmiſh with Sinners now, lets fall the 
Vials of his wrath at laſt. 

On the other hand, nothing can blemiſh 
nor hinder, nor leſſen thy comforts and. joy, 
and ſtop thy-Praiſes and Halelwjabs, if God 
juſtifie and ſave thee. Think io long, till 
thy, Heart is affefted and awaken'd, till thou 
do'ſt by Faith ſee all this. Judge, is it not 
ughly reaſonable, that I reft no; mare ap 
friends below, but approve all in ſincerity, to 
God. ?. If he doth not commend and appsove, 
but condemn, I am- undone Eternally. 2 Cor. 
10. aft. Not, he, -who commendeth- himſelf 
is. approved, nor. whaſe praiſe isof men, but 
whom. the Lord: commendeth > Think on. it, 
till: yau, briog- it. to ſome head or trial ; not 
barely read this and paſs away to the Wapld, 
to-your Meals, to your Bed, but hold your 
Heart to it, let it not. go away, till you feel 
theſenſe of it, and-ir: makes a change in you. 
_ Dire. 2. Doall troy Earenly work hear- 
tily, till you find and fezl it good, 


I. 1a Meditation. 2. In Excrciſmg thy Graces. 
3: Inperforawing Dunes. 


" Be lively, warm, and: rais'd 18, thy boly 2:1. 104; 
Meditations. Think of. God, till you. love, 34. 


fear 


yt 
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nor bearing up under his wrath ; can thy Ja. 33-14. 
Heart endure, or thy hand-be ſtrong? You 42 22, 
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ſweet. 


Gal.2. 20. 


# 
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fear and hononr him, till thoughts of him be 


I ſhould urge the ſame counſel as to 
Heaven and Hell, that you would get above 
into Glory, in Meditation, till yon hear the 
high ſounding Cymbals of Glory, and the 
Saints ſhouting, and' in Triumph, and ſee 
thoſe Glorious Manſions : And that you'De- 
ſcend into Hell in your thoughts, till *you 1 
hear the ſcreitches and groans of the damn'd, 
and ſee their ſweats, pangs and throws ; you 
will not hold your Souls to it, but paſs away 
ſlightly, and all makes no impreſſion. ' For 
want of this, «it is, that Sermons and Prayers 
dolittle good. P44 pI 

So ſhould you think of ſin, till you feel 
its weight,. and groan under its burden, and 
loath;”and fly from, and fight againſt it. 


Alas! we do but read and hear, and talkof 


lin; we' do not feel itand cry out inder its 
burden, as P/al. 38. beg. as ſinking and undone. L 
. 'So ſhould you think of Chrill, His Death 
and Sufferings, his Life and Reſurrettion, 
his Aſcenſion into Glory, his ſittirig en the 


Right .hand of God, this ſecond coming to 


Judgement in all; his.Glory, till your Souls 
are raviſht and affetted with it ;-yout are to 
die with him, and to live by him.” It's quite 
andther thing, than to read, hear and ſpeak 
of tim. Think of his Love andrich Grace, 
till your Hearts be inflam'd with Love, *till 


your Hearts burn within you, his love being 
'  - thed ahroad in your Souls, and-ſohis love 


conſtraining you 3 and you cry ot —_, 


, 


» 


O the height and length, and depth and 
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breadth of his love; it will be ſo, if you are pb. 3.16 
rooted and grounded in love ; and get ſuch 17- . 


a knowledge of God and Chriſt, as it may ' 
be life Eternal, and you may really ſee all 
elſe dung and droſs : Steep your hard'hearts 
in this love and blood of Chriſt, till they 
break, bleed, and diſſolve. 

So ſtudy , ponder, ruminate and fearch 
the Scriptures,till the Threatnings make you 
tremble, and the Commands delight you 
and- are the joy of your hearts, and the. 
Promiſes comfort and-encourage you, that 
you can ſay, O! howl love thy Law, and 
my. Sonl breaketh for longing, and thy word 
is the rejoycing of my Heart. Think onCe 
and again, till you taſte the ſweetneſs of the 
hony andthe hony-comb ; 'till theſe be your 
Songs in your Pilgrimage, your light in 
darkneſs; till theſe comforts delight your 
Souls 1n the multitude of your thoughts. O ! 
make ſomewhat of Religion. - What are the 
promiſes to us, if we do not believe and 
fuck -the comfort and ſweetneſs of theſe 
breaſts of conſolation ? Alas ! the moſt read 
the: Word of God, only as Children, that 
they may come to the end of the Chapter or 
Pfalm 3 or read it only as Davids agd Pauls, 
and others experiences ; but not make it 
their own. 


© 2. Exerciſe your Graces, till you find them 
lively, warm and evidencing. Many are 
TIT OSS doubting 


I ; 
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doubting and troubl'd, and'concern'd about 

what is paſt, whether all be rightand well. 

Set to It now Heartily ; labour to believe, 

till. thou do'ſt find faith lively and working, 

Mu'ti of- working by love, and carrying thee on in 
culantur 900d. Many believe a God, but not fear, 
C—_— love and honour him ; helieve a Chriſt, but 
Fant. not prize, delight, glory in, and cleave to 
him, as: to their Head, Lord and Savjour. 

The moſt live, as if they verily beliey'd there 

wasno God, no Chriſt, no Hell, no Heaven ; 

23s if they had no Souls to take care of. Live, 

loving God and delighting inhim, till you 

find your Hearts burn within you in love to 

him ; youcant love God a-right, unleſs you 

Deut. 6.5. Jaye. him with all the Heart and Soul. Weep 
; and grieve-'for ſin, till your Souls bleed and 
break ; till you cry out as: paind, fick at 

Ile dolet Heart, as one in a dark Dungeon under cruel 
_=_ = enemies,without food and cloathing, moanes 
-0t. and mourns; as one under racking pain 
cries out and roars.P/alm 38.beg, Some judge, 
the P/almiſt cries out more of the wound and 
bruiſes of his Soul, than of the fickneſs and 
aches of his Body; that-is a lively. Repen- 
tance, .not to be repented of: 2:Corg 7.11. 
What clearing of your ſclues, yea, what zal, 
yea, what indignation * O. what, how great? 
Did you ever find the ſweetneſs and comfort 

+ of anhumble, meek, broken, patient, {elf- 
denying, Soul ? It's a bleſſed thing, when a 
man hath this rejoycing in himſelf ; when he 

* findsTribulation working Patience,and That 

| experience, 


experience, and thence hope, and the love 
of God is ſhed abroad in the Soul. 


What a ſupport 1s areal, lively; bleſſed Heb6.laſt 


hope, well-grounded ? when ſay, why art 
thou caſt down, O my Soul ? hope in God. 

In a* word, can you cleave fo God, claim 
your intereſt in him, depend upon him? Do 
you fear him aboveall,love him exceedingly? 
Can1fay, my Soul thirſteth after God, the 
living God; uſe Davids Expreſlions as mine 
own? My God is in Heaven, the Ward for 
my uſe, my faith, my ſupport. P/al. 18. beg. 
' T love the Lord my ſtrength, the Lord is my 
Rock., my Fortreſs, my Deliverer, my God, my 
Strength, in whom I will truſt, my buckler, the 
horn of my Salvation, and my high T owner. Whom 
have I in Heaven but thee? Pſalm 73.25. 


3. Perform all your duties ſo, till you find 
the ſweetneſs, the real good, comfort and 
adyantage of them. Pray, till your Hearts 
be warmed and enliven'd , poure- out your 
Souls to him ; alas! the-moit do but poure 
-* words, either written down and read them, 
or utter them from the ſtrength of invention 
and” memory ; bot few ſtir up themſelyes to 
call on God. "They ſhall find me, fays God, 


when they ſeek me with all their Heart.” No. 


'wotider, 2 Hypocrite will not pray always, 
becauſe, he is ſo empty, ſuperficial and heart- 
leſs in his'work. Can we expect God ſhould 
delight in thoſe Prayers, we are not plead 
with', but weary of, our ſelves? Moſt-do 

| vertly 
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verily believe, God doth not hear and regard 
them, - and therefore they expect: nothing, 
Our Voices cannot reach the Heavens, there- 
fore .it muſt” be the cries of the Soul, God 
knows who prays.ndeed, and who does not. 
This Solomon could once ſpeak, though after-\ 
ward he fell off fouly himſelf. 2 King. 8. 
38, 39. What Prayer and ſupplication is 
made by any Man, or by all the people, (whe- 
ther alone or together) which ſhall know 
every Man the plague of his own Heart, .and 
ſpread forth his hands ; then hear thou in 
Heaven thy dwelling place, - and forgive, and 
do and give to every Man according to his 
ways, whoſe Heart-thou knoweſt, for thou, 
even thou only, knoweſt the Hearts of all the 
Children off Men. God knows the cries of 
his own Children, and he'ſeeks ſuch to Wor- 
ſhip him, as do it in Spirit and Truth. Can 
you come to God as to your God and Father, 
with delight and love, expecting, longing 
and believing ? Alas! what are the moſt 
Prayers, but the howling of Dogs, . that 
Gods Soul abhors ? Pray as Moſes, not ta let 
God go without a Bleſſing ; as 7acob, wreſtle 
with God ; cry,as one undone without mercy. 


Come boldly, read and hear, as to find 
the Word really good to your Souls, not as 
the word of Man, but as the Word of God, - 
that you findit the ſayour of life;-.and” it's.in 
you a Wellof Water ſpringing up to Eter- 
nal Life, | | 


* Receive 


: { 
. 7 
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Receive the Body and Blood of Chriſt, as 
that you may eat and drink Eternal Life. 


- . Follow your callings and buſineſs in the 
World, as doing all in obedience to God, 
expefting your reward from him ; and per- 
forming all Offices of love and watchfulneſs, 
of care and faithfulneſs toothers, that you 
may have comfort in your tenderneſs, pity, 
\bounty,charity and kindneſs,in your breaſts ; 
there 1s great ſatisfaction in that Mans Soul, 
that hath bowels of mercies,kindneſs,forbea- 
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rance, ' forgiveneſs, as well as refreſhment to Col. 3. 1 


others. *T'was the ſaying of one, O the luf- 
ciouſnefs of being charitable and doing 
good / There is inward joy, from the ex- 
erciſe of Grace toward God or Man, and the - 
teſtimony and. rejoycing of a Mans own . 
Conſcience. As a wicked Man 1s rack d and 
tormented from his- own guilt, and horror 
and deceit, though none elſe know 1t. 


\Diref. 3. Verily believe and fix, faſten it 
on your Hearts; that fin and wickedneſs is 
deſtroying and ſelf-undoing, and true good- 
neſs and Godlineſs is ſelf-ſaving and true 
proſperity. _ 


1, Whatever ſin. may ſeem to promiſe, or 
appear innocent.and harmleſs,it doth wound, 
hurt and «kill the ſinner ; and therefore ſin 
mult die or the Soul mutt dic; look _ 
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fins of commiſſion or omiſſion, they are ali 
deſtroying. 


Jer. 4.14. (7+) Vain and finful thoughts are hurtful | 
and pernicious ; waſh thine Heart from / 
wickedneſs, that thou mayeſt be ſaved ; how 
Jong ſhall vain thoughts lodge within thee? 
proud thoughts, wanton thonghts, 'carking, 
caring thoughts, covetons, worldly thonghts, 
envious, malicions thoughts, Hypocritical, 

. deceitful thoughts, blaſphemons thonghts ; 
unbeljeving the greatnefs and goodneſs of 
God, are gnawing Vermine, Soul-deftroying, 
get into the very Bowels. Chriſt tellsthe 
Scribes and. Phariſees that kept a-do ahout 
the outſide, and were concern'd about 'what 
they eat and drink, Marrh.15.veg. That what- 
exer they eat and drink, was not/ſo-hurrfu] 
as what comes out of the filthy Heart. "14,18, 
19, 20, v. Out of the Heart proceed-evil 
Thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, &c. -theſe 
defile and hurt the Man ; -what .a ſwarm of 
noiſome Flies, what filthy Serpents . and 
Toads creep ont thence? and theſe. hurt and 
kill ; nay, want of good thovghts ishurtful 

?ſel 19. 4, 9nd deſtroying, It's faid of the'witked, 
God is not in aſl their thonghts 3 hisHearr 1; 

Iſ.14 beg, {ays, there is no God like a fool, a finful Þ 3, 

$8 undone fool, as keis; far from having any  +þ 

I ſecret and precious thoughts of God. Now Y +þ 

the Soul dies for want of this good food A 

and nouriſhment, as ſurely as with Poyſon. ve 


(2.) Sinful 


[ Is 


£s 
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(2. Sinful: words are /alſo' dangerons, 
hortfal and deſtroying ; many ſay 'their 
Tongnes'are their- own ; who is Lord over 
us? Matth. 12. 33 to 37. Bad Fruit ſhews a 
bad Tree, that muſt be hewn'down and caſt 
into the fire; the ſtinking corrupt Commu- 
nication 'comes out of the filthy dutightl of 
theHeart,and the open Sepulcre the Throat ; 
but every-idle word mult be accounted'for; 
v. 36. "That is not -all; bit idle words will 
Condemn' and -Caft the Man, 7am. 3. beg; 
6 v. It's. a fire, aworld of iniquity, defiles the 
whole body, ſets on firethe conrſe of nature, and 
it's ſet 01: fire:' of Hell, and therefore” muſt to 


Hell. Therefore 6h. 1. v. 26. The Apoſtte 


fys phinly, Tf any man ſeem to be Religions; 
and bridkth not his Tongue, he deceiveth his onn 
Heart, and the mans Religion is vain. 1. e. That 
man is loft, 1s utterly undone, all the World 
ran't ſave hum. How many Curſe, and Swear 
and Blaſpheme, and can't think any hurt in 
x? Some call to God to Damn them, &c. 
Corſe thoſe . about them, and any that 
offend them ; -others He , and flatter and 


diſſemble; others ſpeak filthily andobſcenely. 9,;n cs, 
What ſays the Apoſtle ; 'Eph: 5. 4. to's. firlt 2, 5,4. 


he ſays, Fornication and uncleanneſs is not to 
be - named, it doth not become Saints, net- 
ther filthineſs;nor fooliſh talking,norjeſting, 
this many think very innocent ; no, ſays the 
Apoſtle, it is not convenient, z. e; for Saints ; 
you have other work and uſe for your 
Tongues, to praiſe and give thanks, v.'6; 

P Let 


Let no Man deceive you with vain Words, 
et them think or ſay what they pleaſe, for 
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becauſe of - theſe-things, the Wrath of God (| 


cometh upon the Children of Diſobedience. You 
ſhoot your bitter' envenom'd Arrows againſt 
others , but drawing the Sword cuts the 
Scabbard ; the Powder that blows up others 
Houſes or Names, mult burn itſelf: Nor is 
it only huttful to ſpeak evil, but not-to ſpeak 
good ; in the 19, 20. v. he tells you a better 
uſe of your Tongues. After the Apoltle 
Col. 3.8. adviſed to put of Anger,. Wrath, 
Malice, Blaſphenty and filthy Communica- 
tion out of their mouth, and not to lie one 
| to-another,z he follows it 15, 16. That the 
peace of God dwell .in your Hearts, and 
the Word of Chriſt dwell richly in you, that 
_ they may teach and admoniſh one another. 
How can we reaſonably expect, that theſe 
tongues ſhould praiſe God in the higheſt Hea- 
vetis, that do not pray unto, and praiſe him 
here on,Earth ? Can we imagine, that God 
gave us ſuch uſeful members-to 4mploy only 
about this lower World, dirt and vanity ? 


(3.) 1 might inſtance. in all finfuF works ; 
the filthy unclean perſon hunts for his own 
Life, his own Soul, Prov. 5. 3. Though it 
ſeems as an Hony-comb, and as Oyl, her 
end v. 4.-is bitter Wormwood,-a cutting 
Sword, as Death, as Hell. v. 7. The nmonrn 
at laſt, v. 11. And thy fleſh an1 thy body 
conſumed, v. 20. 21, Why thus guilty, HO 

Go 


ws >. PRI Y " ATI 1g Y 
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God ſees all? v. 22. His own iniquities ſhall 
'take the wicked himſelf, and holden with: 


| cords he ſhall die without help. ch. 6, 32. He 


that 'is guilty deſtroyeth - his own Soul, ' 
ch. 7. laſt, Much more is faid , .he is ab- 
horr'd of. the; Lord,..though Sinners ſay it's 
ſweet. .ch. 9. v.17, -18. It's their ignorance 
and miſtake, the: dead are there, and thoſe 
In the depths of Hell. | 


- So might you obſerve. in all other ſins and x Cor.6.9. 


SY 


ſinners ;. the drunkard - doth. but ſwallow - 
down poyſon, his own deſtruction, for living 


and dying ſo he muſt to Hell, who - hath Pro. 23: 
woe, who hath ſorrow,.and. that often at 29» 3*- 


preſent, but. at laſt it biteth like a Serpent | 
and ſtingeth like am Adder ; cheating, coze- - 
ning and defranding others,/is but wronging” 
amans ſelf moſt. He lyes in; wait todeceive 
his own Soul ; he cheats'another of his Mony, 
his Goods, his Eſtate, but: cheats himſelf of 


' Trath, - Honeſty, Sincerity and true Peace. 


Who would believe, thas Men'in covetouſG 


nefs were heaping up not: wealth, but wrath 7am. 5: 
; wrath, ..and adding fewel bs: 


againſt the day o 
to their own flames ? That proud ambitious 
aſpiring, :Men were falling and dinking by: 
their pride. and riſing, and that they were 


| getting up but-to 2a higher: pinacle to;fall 


down the lower, and with the greater ven- 
geance & - = 
What ſhall I ſay to convince you? -will 


you believe, that rejecting and lighting Gods 
calls and word, . you caſt away your own 


2 merctes, * 
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a 


F-0 


mercies, that you render your ſelves unwor- 


4813-46, thy and uncapable of Everlaſting Life ? 


- So. in all negleCt of Heavenly duties and 
their own work, they loſe daily and cheat 
themſelves of much good, of their own 

ce, life and happineſs ; loſe their time 
and bleſſed Seaſons, they loſe Jewels better 
than Gold and Silver. It's ſad to fee, how 
many are robbing and ſtealing from them- 
ſelves every day precious hours and choice 
advantages, this loſs will appear in ſhewing 
the others gain. 


2. On the other hand, Godlineſs is your 
making. Men may run this and that way ; 
nothing but ſincerity and a good Conſcience 
will ſtand by a Man and ſupport him-at laſt ; 
doing good makes the bones fat and the Soul 


rejoyce. What comfort had David in pray- 


ing and prayſing' night and day, fick and 
well, baniſht,or in his Throne ? Great peace 
have they which love thy Law, and nothing 
ſhall offend them 3'in keeping thy Command- 
ments is great reward. A Man that is Hea- 
venly -and hearty in Prayer, is getting more 
than he that is Trading, and gaining Gold 


and Silver. Little do-the fooliſh mad World. 


know or believe, what a Chriſtian is getting 
daily upon his knees, he is laying np Trea- 
ſure in Heaven; he ſhall be receiving a full 
and glorious anſwer to his Prayers to /all 
Eternity. Where are any ſuch proffers and 


|  _ Promiſes made to any the wiſelt Worldly 


work; 


\ 


C 
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work, as are to Gods bleſſed and Heavenly 


work ? A Chriſtian is adding Grace to Grace. 
2 Pet. 1. 5. &c. adds to his Jewels and Trea- 
ſure ; the trial of your faith being more pre- 
cious than that of Gold. Who can tell the 
wealth of a ſincere Chriſtian ? who knows 
. his manſion in Heaven, the worth of his 
Crown and Kingdom, a Crown not of Gold, 
but Glory 2 Who cantell, how mneh is coucht 
up in one promiſe ? they are ſaid to be excee- 
ding rich and precious promiſes : What is 
the greatneſs of Gods love, the invaluable 
merits of Chriſts Blood, the riches of free 
Grace? What may be ſaid or done to con- 
- vince the World, that Godlineſs of it ſelf, 


- 
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we render it with contentment, it'sin the ,,,,,'v 
. original with its ſelf-ſufficiency , is great i 7!m.4,6. 
gain ? Can he be poor, mean; or low, that Qui h abet 


hath God for his Portion, Heaven for his in- 


habentem 


heritance ? What can be faid now ? All is 99a.bz- 


yours, and you are Chriſts, and Chriſt is 
Gods. 1 Cor. 3. laſt. 


bet omnias, 


11 


/ 
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Dire: '4. Do not delude and deceive your 
ſelves with theſe common and dangerous 
miſtakes, about your {ad periſhing condition. 


1, As with ſecrecy. 2. Prefent ſecurity and 
- 1eaſe. 3. With excuſes,  evaſions and extenu- 
ations. 4. With feigned Repentance. 5. With 
groundleſs hopes ' of - mercy 'and foohiſh pre- 


ſumption, 


Lheſe are all dangerons Rocks, on which 
Thouſands of Souls ſplit themſelves and 
periſh. : | 
1. With ſecrecy; it's all hidden andcloſe, 
they are not diſcern'd and diſcover'd in their 
. cunning, ſelf-deceiving courſes. All Men 
attempt, is, to hide their poyſon from others. 
As Men that would murder themſelves, ſtudy 
all ſecrecy.Many are not ſo diſturb'd at being 
Magis pu- drunk twenty times,as at being diſcover'd or 
doris ti- reproy'd. once. More afraid of being known 
ear . to the World for their wickedneſs, thanof 
Tutis. being danin'd toall Eternity. God declares 
Tertull. often, that every ſecret thing ſhall be brought 
Fccleſ. 12. tO light, and every hieden thought and work 
14. - ſhalbbelaid opento allthe World. r Cor. 4 
beg. The Apoſtle yatues not Mens judge;, 
ment, becauſe the Lord will come, and will 
bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs, 
and will make manifeſt the counſels'sf the 
Heart, and then ſhall every Man haye age 


-- 
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of God that deſerves it : What though none 
know that I am ſick, and pained or poor, 
and I feel the pinching pains and want ? 
What though others know not. my ſecret 
wickedneſs, my ſecret negle&ts of Cloſet- 
Prayer and holy Meditation ; my. deadnefs 


; and unbelief in duty ; 'my hypocrifie. and 


falſenefs to-God and Man ? this will certainly 


| deſtroy me. Gods eye 15 upon me; as one, 
_ tempted to wickedneſs, would not yeild till 


_ 


great privacy, when this or that place was 
offer'd., where none faw; the party an- 
ſwer'd, but Gods eye is here. Said Joſeph, 
How ſhall 'T' do this wickedneſs and fin againſt 


God? Though my. Earthly Maſter be not at eb. 4.13. 
home, ' my Heavenly Maſter is always Pro. 7.19, 
- preſent. 20. 


2. Pleaſe not your ſelves with preſent eaſe and 
ſecurity, : | 

(1.) Becauſe you can't perceive your ſelves 
ſo deeply wounded and dangerouſly hurt by 
ſin. You can't feel your pains and death- 
pangs. Were there ſuch hurt in ſin, ſhould. 


[not perceive it ? Were they not marrying war. 24. 


and giving in Marriage, till the flood came ? 
Was there any hurt in this ? but they” are 
ſenſeleſs of their danger. When ſinners 


ſhall cry peace, then ſudden DeſtruQion ,Tþef.5.3. 


comes- as' pangs on a Woman, that is in caſe 
and merry one quarter of an-hour, and on a 
ſudden come-throws, pangs and groanes ; are 
not. all other ſinners as ſecure as you ? 


P 4 2. Nor _ 
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E 2. Nor becauſe you can't forſee the futnre 
miſchief and danger. The things, Eternal 
are not ſeen, the evils as well as the. comforts, 
Pro. 22.3» The prudent Man foreſceth the evil and hideth 
© bimſelf, but the ſymple paſs on and art puniſhr, 
This is the main difference between: the wiſe 
and the fooliſh ; the-wiſe man is wiſe 1n time, 
the fool when'tis too late.. The-ſinners eyes 
are never open till death, as they-zeport of 
the' Mole. You find in'Scriptpre frequent 
advice, ' hear while it js to day-; this is the day 
of Salvation z; too morrow may: be the day 
of Death and Damnation. ' He that fpeaks 
to day, may chooſe whether he will ſpeak to 
morrow. ' Now, the gentle mild- Voice of 
the Goſpel, the next, may be the. terrible 
and lond call to judgement ; if you'l not 
hear God now, he will not hear you then; . 
and therefore bids you ſeek him whilſt he may 
be found, and call upon him whilſt he isnear; '* 
intinating ,. that there is a time:coming 
when he will not be found, when he will be 
Pro. 1.laſt. a-far off. Whatſoever you do, . do it heartily 
| now, for there is no working 1n the Grave; 
whither you are going. Nor' is thegreat 
danger anddreadful miſery the leſs: or the 
&c71.9.10. farther off, becauſe you do not. diſcern it ; 
 _  - for ought you know the Judge ſtandeth at 
the: door, and it is' ſaid he cometh like a Thief 
in the night, he comes ina day and hour that. 
the , ſinner thinketh not of ; their inyard | 
thought is; that their- houſes fhall- conginue 
for ever, this their way is their folly. '*: 
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 -- 3. Deceive not your ſelf with excuſes, eva--. 


Gans and extenuarions, | 
+. You think that you have mach to ſay 


for your ſelves. You can plead your inno-' 


cency, and it was a ſtrong temptation and 
you- could not help it, and youare ſorry for 
it, When I have askd ſome, why they 
neglett Gods Ordinances and good Duties ? 
they have reply'l, Indiſpoſition, care of their 
Families, providing neceſlaries; I have im- 
mediately reply d, will God take fach an 
anſwer ? they have ſaid, they fear not; 
why then,what advantage is it thus to anſwer 
me and deceive your ſelves ? God will not be 
mocked ; he knows, when tis our weakneſs 
and when our wickedneſs. They made ex- 
cufes, and plaufible ones too, Aarth. 22. beg. 
Que went to his. Farm, another to bis Merehan- 
diſe, v. 5, Luke 14. v. 18. The firſt ſaid, I 
bave bought apiece of ground, and T muſt necds 
go and ſee it, I pray thee have me excuſed ; he 
did not wrong and cheat another, 'twas his 
own Ground, bought and paid for; hedid 
not ſay, he would glory and delight in it, and 
make-it his portion, only goand prove it, 
v. 19. Another faid, 7 have bought five yoke of 
Qxen, and] go to prove them. v. 20. Another 
faid,. I have married .a Wife , and therefore 
carwor :come 3 not plead for Fornication or 


Adultery ; bnt I have the burdensand cares - 


of a_Married ſtate; and it's as much as I'can 
do to mind theſe affairs; but did all —_ 
14, | tisfie ? 


_— - 
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* tisfie? no, v. 20. The Maſter of the Houſe 


Luke I Os, 
laft. 


was angry, and invites others, ſends away 
the Goſyel, and calls from theſe'to another 
people. v.24. 1 /ay unto. you , none of theſe 
men that are bidden ſhall taſt of my Supper. 
Theſe lower things may be priz'd-above ſpi- 
ritual and Heavenly things, and this is neg- 
letting ſo great Salvation. *' Martha had 
much to ſay for her ſelf ; What / the Son of 
God, the Saviour of the World come to her 
houſe with his company, and want Proviſion 
and neceſlaries ? I doubt-not but ſhe did it 
out of great reſpect to Chriſt ; this appears, 


1. She was cambred with much ſerving ;ſhe 


was not idle and lazy. Many will have little or 
no thanks for their caring and carking, and 


_tambling about. the-World : I have: pitied 


manyPoor drudging induſtrious worldlings, 
that weary themſelves for very yanity. 

2. In that ſhe could come to Chrift, and 
call him-Lord, not doubting but that ſhe was 
well-pleaſing to him, careſt thou not; &c. 
bid her therefore that ſhe-help me. No doubt 
but many think they are well enough, whilſt 
employ'd about the World all the day;though 
they forget God and negle their Soyls. - She 
leaves me alone, I do notdefire to be idle, 1 


Ut vhs would have her help me. | 1 could; beglad'to 


mecum 
manus ad- 
moveat 


OPCrl. 


hear a good Sermon as well as ſhe:z thus - 


many Worldlings condemn. thoſe that take 
time for Prayer and Hearing, and ſay, they 
are idle, they areidle. OTH, 

| ; Notwith- 


26” a 
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-- Notwithſtanding Martha's care and pro- 
viſion, her confidence and appealing to 
' Chriſt, her condemning her good Sitter ; 
Chriſt reproves her ſeverely, and juſtifies and 
commends her good Siſter. Martha, Martha, 
thou art carefvl and troubl'd about many 
things ; I know not, but Chriſt may check ir 
her a ſolicitous, careful, worldly ſpirit, 
which inay be too predominant in many geod 
people : (as I doubt not, but Adartha was a 


good woman ; it's ſaid, Jeſs loved Martha John 11.5. 


and her Siſter, and Mary) Chriſt tells her, 
that her head, heart and hands, were too full 
of worldly matters, but eſpecially now very 
, unſeaſonably', when . there were greater 
things in hand. -Chriſt commends, juſtifies 
good Mary, ſhe fate at Chriſts feet, ſhe had 
choſen the - better part'z this was the one 
thing needful, this ſhould laſt for ever. This 
affords many conſiderations ; that Heavenly 
things are-quietly receiv'd, when Worldly 
matters afford trouble and diſturbance; theſe 
things are really neceſlary, abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary, the other not ; I may want Riches, 
* Food, Health, &c. and be happy, and go to 
Heaven. I can't be happy without this Grace. 
There are many things, here is but one God, 
one Chriſt, one Soul, one Happineſs ; that 
is called good, but not fo really; it'sa falſe 


name to call Riches, &c. good ; there is none: 


good but God, fays Chriſt, and there is no- 
thing really good but what makes ns good, 
and leads vs to a good God: Somerender' 


it. 


_ 
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it opr imam partem, the: beſt part, others mel;- 
rem, quam. Marths ; a better part than what 
Martha 'chofe ;, and Adzry choſe and. priz'd 
this above the other, and it'stheonly laſting, 
everlaſting part ; ſo that Mary might anfwer, 
ſiſter Martha, be not angry, I have a 
hungry Soul like to be ſtary'd, and I can't 
now mind the body ; that is meat that pe- 
riſheth, 1 am now labovring after the meat 
that endureth to Everlaſting 'Life 3 Iam now 
attending on my precious Saviour; whom-I 
Mhighly honour and * dearly love:} Ay, but 
Atary, we may hear Chriſt another time; but 
I am not fure of that, beſides, I'can now 
and then too, 1 need preſent ſupport and 
comfort, I have a poor wounded fin-fick Soul 
like- to periſh, and I muftnowattend on this 
Phyſician ; Chriſt commends the choice, and 
condemns Martha, Do not you think, ex- 
cuſes will ferye your. turn ; if Chriſt ap- 
prove not of Martha's providing for him;how 
will he condemn you: that fit at home, and 
provide for your ſelves only and family ; Nl. 
ſpend the greateſt part: of Gods 'day..about 
the body ? I have often thought Gods day 
the worlt ſpent of any, in filling and cloath- 

' Ing the carkaſs, and. eaſe and floth z more 
ſins committed on. this: day :than- others. 
Pleaſe not your felves with feigned.cxcuſes 
and pretences,God knows what youare, lying 
down and' ring pz. what, your thoughts, 
words and works are, and what your temp- 
tations ; what your care to pleaſe him, —- 
rung | hat 


\ 


LC. 
SY 


9» = &t Oo WO rc oc <c = & ww; how ww 4. o& & K £t 


—>t— 


on, A ow 


| 


j "ro — Xs; 


” whether he ſhall be Sad or Loft 
what "your wiltal and ungodly neglefts? 
Many- think to plead their ignorance, their 
company,their Minifters negle&t;God knows, 
what your helps and advantages were, and 
wherein yon were willingly flothfult and care- 
lefs : Though he . with one Talent ſeem'd to 
plead much that he had not waſted his Ta- 


knt, not ſpent it In rioting and exceſs, but ac,þ. 25. 
laid it up ina Napkin; I was afraid of thy 24 to 49. 


ſeverity, becauſe thou expetftedſt moreof me 
than thon gaveſt to me, Thad butone Takent, 
the others had two and five ; what could L do 
with fo {mall knowledge andhcelps?-Iconld 
never / pleaſe thee and: do as thon requireſt, 
but here thou hatt what is'thine, I have done 
thee no wrong. . All this will not excuſe, 
thou art wicked and flothful; out of thine 
own Mouth I will condemn thee ,- thon 
kneweſt how ſevere I' was , therefore: thon 
ſhould'ſt have been the more careful and 
exatt 5 had ft- thou improv'd that, I would 
have given thee more.; caſt ye that unprofi- 
table Servant into utter darkneſs; would he 
not-work? let hint have nothing but weeping 
- and gnaſhing of teeth. oy | 


4. Derejve not your ſelves with feigned re- 


penrarice and pretended ſorrow for ſin 5, this will 


not ſave'you. 

Deep ſorrow and- humiliation , a real 
broken and contrite Spirit, are the only Sa- 
crifices pleaſmgto God. Many think, I am 
ſorry for: my fins, and can fay with the Publi- 
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cati, Lord, be merciful to me a ſinner, and God 
forgive me;I know not,whether theſe-triffling 
prayers, Or their curſes and oathes; are moſt 
abominable to God. Cry out , wretched 
Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me? He 
that ſaid it was Holy and Heavenly, ſtrug- 
ling and: fighting againſt fin, and: cries out 
under a deep ſenſe, as oneundone and fink- 
ing. - It's eafie to ſay, I abhor my ſelf in duſt 
and aſhes. I doubt not, but many confeſs 
their ſins--in prayer daily, and pretend for- 
row,when there is not the leaſt grief of heart, 
nor trouble of ſpirit. * We have many ſin- 
ners, but few true mourners, in. our $707. 
How few reſtleſs and unquiet, weary and 
heavy laden, and not ſatisfied til} they come 
to Ghriſt and find reſt for their Souls ? It's 
a great, a, mighty work, -to have this heart 
really-broken. You read of Ahab, the Men 
of Nineveh, and many others, who ſeem'd 
to repent , but did- ſuch falſe tears. ever 
reach- one fin ? ] | | 


5, Plea e n0t your ſelves with groundleſs hopes 


of mercy and preſumptions on Gods lave and 
kindneſs. | 

You-tead indeed, that God is gracious and 
merciful, and long-ſuffering, but it is added, 
that he will by no means clear the guilty. Say 
not, though Menare ſevere, I hope God will 
pity and pardon, and fave'me; ay, but what 
grounds have you to lope; that he will pity 
and fave you? Are your Names written ” 

ey” 
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the ' Book of Life here ? then hope and 
believe it's written above. God hath ſaid, 
Bleſſed: are the poor in Spirit, the poor in Heart, 
&c. am I ſuch, or no ? Shovid one dream at 
night of a Pardon from a King, or that ſuch 
a Mans Eſtate is mine, and come the next 


morning for the Pardon, or claim the Eſtate? 


and the other ſhould ask, why ? what have 
you to ſhew for it, any thing under mine 


hand ? and he anſwer, no, but I dreamt fo - 


the laſt night ; he might be kickt out of 
doors with diſdain and anger, and counted 
fitter for Bedlam. Fooliſh mad ſinners, that 
knock at Heaven Gates and claim it for theirs; 
will not God ſay, What haſt thon to.ſhew 
under.my Hand and Seal ? where did I ever 
promiſe 'Mercy and Heaven to onethat did 
live daily, as thou :didſt ? Look aver the 
whole Bible, bring me one promiſe, and I'le 
make-it good. My dear friends, why ſhould 
you flatter your ſelves to your own deſtruct- 
ion, and no convincing you now, till God 
doth filence you at laſt ? only ſay, Lord, I 
dreamt ſo,, when on Earth; a fooliſh and 
fruitleſs Dream. - 


6. Decejve not your ſelves with delays. 


\Many Thouſands deſtroy themſelves with 
reſolotions, and promiſes of ſaving them- 
ſelyes hereafter. The time is not yet come. 
The. Devil and your own Hearts, and this 
wicked World, are cunning ſophiſters, _ 

| they 


—_ _ 
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they will not crave all your time together, 


only have it by peice-meals, till they have . 


all atlaſt : Every morning they will fill -you, 
as ſoon as you are awake, with other matters, 
and thus keep you employ all the day ; and 
when they have lulI'd you aſleep that night, 
they will be with you the next day, and as 
likely to prevail ; and thus keep you cloſeto 
themſelves, that they ſhall have the perfor- 
mances, and God all thepromiſes ; fay 'only 
to Gad, I go, Sir, but not ſtir ; at night you 
ſhall confeſs that you have finn'd all that day, 
but never begin to live'better the next day. 
Weſhould be aſham'd to put into our prayers 
at night, Lord, raiſe me up the next day, 
that I mayeat and drink. and be merry, -that 
| may be idleand vain,and not think or fpeak 
{crioufly of God or 'my Soul ; or {another 
World ; orina morning, pray for a Blefling 
all the day, but walk - out of the: way of 
Bleſling all the day after.Should we-tiot blnſh 
to ſay, Lord, Bleſs me [in my idleneſs;.'in my 
wicked compariy, in my jeſting and tviffling ? 
well, but we hope to: live better hereafter ; 

what ! next week, or next year ? no; never 

come to a determinate time, and thus the 

Devil hath us faſt enough. Did you-niot think 

many years ago, that if you liv'd to ſuch an 

Age, you would be better ? and have/younot 
the ſame 014, dead, vain and worldly:Hearts, 

that you had Jong ago ? Are you-not fill as 

backward to good, as prone to evil; as'you 
were formerly ? Have you not reſolv'd often 
oy 


/ 
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lemnly for Eternity, but {til you neglett-it; 
and will you ſtill truſt theſe wicked deceitful 
Hearts, that have deceiv'd you fo often ? 
Have not theſe wicked Hearts left you many 
a good Sermon,many a blefled Sabbath, many 
an awakningearching providence ? and are 
they not as likely to loſe you as many more; 
God grant them to you? but it may be,you 
bave ſeen your belt days, and God may never 
grant you ſo many bleſſed adyantages ; how 
many Heavenly Lights have burnt ont, 
whilſt you have been idle and triffling ? many 
lively, ſerious Minifters, are gone to reft, 
that did ſtrive, pray, 1ntreat and weep, and 
could not- prevail : If you ſtill believe, you 
ſhall be better in ſuch a condition, or ſuch 
an-Age, obſerve thoſe that are ſo, and ſee; 
whether they be not as carelcfs and negligent 
about their Souls, as others. Do not you ſeem 
as far from Death and Judgement, as you 
were twenty years ago ? God fays, to day 


hear, and the Devil. ſays, tomorrow ; he that 26. 3.15. 


is. really made good, fets to Gods wor 
preſently. , | = 
As ſoon as ever Saul was converted, he 


faid preſently, What wilt thou have me to do ? 44. 9.beg. 


and God fays, Behold, he prayeth; and the 

Prodigal, as foon as ever he came to himſelf; 

he came to his Father, 'and faid; 1 am will; 

to be thy Servant ; and thoſe that Chriſt at 6iÞ 

cal d; immeatately left all azd followed him ; 

when one ſaid, let me go firſt and bugy tny Fa- 
| Q- 


to caſt up your 'accounts and prepare o- / 


Luke 15. 


thery - 
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Luk.g.laft. cher,Chriſt ſaid, Let their dead bury their dead, 


but go thoupreſently and preach the Kingdom of 


God; another ſaid, let wie bid thoſe at home 


farewel , no, ſaid Chriſt, #o man putting his 
hand to the Plough, that looketh back, is fit for 
the Kingdom of God, It's but reaſonable, 
vhey are receiy'd, as the Prodigal, into the 
arms of Mercy preſently, have all their ſins 
pardon'd, al Grace given, the ring and fatted 
Calf; all is ready, and therefore they muſt 


love and pray, and praiſe preſently. Says | 


Gal.l. 15, Paul, As ſoon as I was called by Grace, imme- 


16,17, 18. 
ver, 


aiately I conferred not with fleſhand blood, but 
went to work -preſently.Shall a Man that'is rais'd 
out of the Grave and rottenneſs, deſire to 
= down a few hours anddays longer, and 
then walk and work among the living ? No, 
ſay. preſently, what have I to do any more 
with my wicked Heart, Tongue, Life, and 
Company ? | 


Dirett. 5. Labour ro get above this World and 


all its concernments, admire not its. greatneſs, 


- Chriſt you'may be Crucifiedto the World, 


« John «, 
4 5- 


nor regard its glorious proſpett and large premiſes, 
nor fear its threatnings and troubles, . © 


"This 1s a great ſnare, undoing thouſands, 
they can't get beyond this World ; nothing 
but, Faith can, conquer this World , by 


and the -World to [you. Chriſt ſays, \Theſe 

are not of the World, as I am not of the World, 

my Kingdom 1s not of this World, © We _ 
| an 
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and. ſpeak of things, but do not really live 
as Strangers and Pilgrims, as Traveilers and 
£ojourners ; are we not at home here ? do we 
not ſet up our reſting place here, and are 
diſquieted, when we are unſetled,_ and cry 
out as if' we were undone ? 

Be convinc'd, that your happineſs is not 
here, nor can all theſe things ſave you and 
make you truly bleſſed.So/omor is asa Mah got 
to the top of the Worlds Glory, ſet npon the 
pinnacle, upon the. higheſt mountain to fee 
and enjoy the Kingdoms of the World and 
the Glory of them. What could be defir'd 


more than he declares ? Ecclej. 2. 3, great * 
Works, Houſes, Vineyards, Gardens and- 


Orchards, Trees: of ail kind of Fruits, all 
Servants, great and,ſmall Cattle; Silver and 
Gold, the peculiar Treaſure of Kings, Men- 


+ > 


Singers, Women-Singers, and the Uelights ponum, - 
of the Sons of Men, as Mucal Inſtruments, toneſtum; 
and that of all ſorts ; here was Honour, Pro- ufile& ju- 
fit and Pleaſtres, and withal his great Wiſ- dum 


dom remain'd with'him : Nay, v. 10. he fi- 
tisfied his defires to the full, fulfill 'd his joy, 
and his Heart rejoyced in all ;- and yet v. 11. 
upon a ſerious review, I looked upon all; 
and it was vanity, nothing in it, nay, It was 
vexation and no profit ; nay, he conld ſee 
litrle in his worldly Wiſdom, becaifſe it 
happeneth to the fool and the wiſe both alike; 
v. 14,15. and in the Grave there is no remem- 


. brance of the wiſe more than the fool, fot 


gotten in the-next Age ; and withal, he that 
Q 2 comes 
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comes after may be a fool,v. 1 $,19.as it fell out 
with Rehoboam ; he ſeems in this Book to call 
to the reſt of the World, that are ſtruggling, 
tugging and ſtriving to get up to this moun- 
tain, ſomelye ſcraping and: groveling at the 
bottom, others are got up. a little way far- 
ther, ſome half-way ; he calls from the very 
top to you, and fays, Deceive not your 
ſelves, ſtrive and ſtruggle no more, you 
think,were you were I am, you ſhould be hap- 
py,. I am got tothe very top, and ſee it all 
vanity and vexation. , And leſt the volup- 
fuous, and the luſtful and the riotous perſon, 
ſhould think, there is more. ſweetneſs and ſa- 
tisfaftion in exceſs, God gave himup to the 
range of his luſts ; he had not only abun- 
dance, 1 King. 4, 22. &c, Solomons pro- 
viſion for one day, was thirty meaſures of fine 
flowr, and threeſcore meaſures of mtal, ten fat 
Oxen, and twenty Oxen out of the paſtures, and 
an hundred Sheep, beſides Harts and Roe-Bucks, 
and Fallow-Deer., and fatted Fowl. y.26. &C. 
He had fourty thouſand ſtalls of Horſes for his 
Chariots, wat twelve thouſand Horſe-men ; he 
had wonderful wiſdom ,, ſpake . three thouſand 
Proverbs, and Songs a fm and five. Qh. 10. 
27. He made Silver to be as ftones tn Jeruſalem ; 
he alſo' gave himſelf to Wine and Women, bad 
ſeven bundred Concubines and threg hundred 
Wives; and at laſt cries out as one poor and 
empty, and undone, and fays, all 4s Vanity 
and vexation of Spirit.” 1f you will not be- 
lieve his own experience, and think he ſpoke 

It 
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it out of diſcontent and indignation ; hear - 
what he fays as toall the higheſt, the beſt, 
the ſweeteſt, the longeſt, the ſureſt of theſe 
Earthly enjoyments. | 

He dies as the beaſt, rots and ſtinks in the duſt, Chap, z, 
no bringing him up to ſee what 1s after him. V 19, 22; 

No ſatisfattion whilſt he is here, though none Chap. 4. $. 
z0 ſucceed, nor childe, tor brother, yet greedy 

ferapings, and never think, he hath enough, nor 
comfortably enjoy what he hath ; and if be hath a verſe 16. 
ſecond after him, not rejoyce in him. | 

He is not ſatisfied with his abundance, off Chap. ;. 
beholds with his eyes what others eat and enjoy ; verſe 10, 
only diſturbs his "reſt, when the Iabourer ſleeps **» 12. 

ſweetly. | | 

It hurts him whilſt alive, and carries none of q,,, ,, 
it with him; when he dies, only labours for the / 

"Wand. | 

' He eats in darkneſs, and tormented in his yerſ: 17. 
ſickneſs. 18. | 
_ © Some have much, and have not power to eat and Chap, 6, 
enjo it . V. 2, 

hoxgh he beget an hundred Children., and v. 2.6, 

live many years, ay, though two thouſand years, | 
which none attain to. Lp", / 

He concludes,that ſororw is better than laugh- 1, 
ter, and the houſe of mourning aud death better 6, 
than life,all its joy but as the crackling of thornes. 

Ione can eſcape death, allcut off, wiſe and Ch. 8. 8. 
fooliſh, rich and poor. 

He fhews that proſperity is a ſnare,and hardens ec. A 
Aden in their wickedneſs, Iulls them aſleep in ſe- 12, 14," 
curity, till cut off dreadfully at laſt. | 
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comes after may be a fool,v. 1 $,19.as it fell out 
with Rehoboam ; he ſeems in this Book to call 
to the reſt of the World, that are ſtruggling, 
| tugging and ſtriving to get up to this moun- 
tain, ſomelye ſcraping and: groveling at the 
bottom, others are got up a little way far- 
ther, ſome half-way ; he calls from the very 
top to you, and fays, Deceive not your 
ſelves, ſtrive and ſtruggle no more, you 
think,were you were I am, you ſhould be hap- 
py, I am got tothe very top, and ſee it all 
vanity and vexation. , And leſt the volup- 
fuous, and the luſtful and the riotous perſon, 
ſhould think, there 1s more ſweetneſs and ſa- 
tisfaCtion in exceſs, God gave himup to the 
range of his luſts ; he had not only abun- 
dance, 1 King. 4, 22. &c. Solomons pro- 


viſion for one day, was thirty meaſures of fine 


flowr, and threeſcore meaſures of meal, ten fat 
Oxen, and twenty Oxen out of the paſtures, and 
an hundred Sheep, beſides Harts and Roe-Bucks, 
and Fallow-Deer, and fatted Fowl. y. 26. &c. 
He had fourty thouſand ſtalls of Horſes for his 
Chariots, was twelve thouſand Horſe-men ; he 
had wonderful wiſdom, ſpake three thouſand 
Proverbs, and Songs a afang and five. Ch. 10. 
27. He made Silver to be as ftones in Jeruſalem ; 
he alſo' gave himſelf to Wine and Women, bad 
ſeven. bundred Concubines and threg hundred 
Wizes; and at laſt cries out as one-poor and 
empty, and undone, and fays, all 45 Yamy 
and wvexation of Spirit. 1f you wwl not be- 
lieve his own experience, and think he ſpoke 
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it out of diſcontent and indignation ; hear - 

what he fays as to all the higheſt, the beſt, 

the ſweeteſt, the longeſt, the ſureſt of theſe 

Earthly enjoyments. | 

He dies as the beaſt, rots and ſtinks in the duſt, Chap, 3, 
no bringing him up to ſee what 1s after him. V 19, 22, 

No ſatisfaftion whilſt he is here, though none Chap. 4. 8. 
to ſucceed, nor childe, nor brother, yet greedy 
ſerapings, and never think, he hath enough, nor 
comfortably enjoy what he hath ; and if he hath a verſe 16. 
ſecond after him, not rejoyce in him. 

He is not ſatisfied with his abundance, off Chap. ;. 
beholds with his eyes what others eat and enjoy ; verle 10, 
only diſturbs his "reſt, when the labourer ſleeps ** 12. 
ſweetly, | | 

It hurts him whilſt alive, and carries none of y,,, 1, 
it with him; when he dies, only labours for the 

"Wind, 

He eats in darkneſs, and tormented in his yerſe 17. 
fickneſs. 18. | 
© Some have much, and have not power to eat and Chap, 6, 
Eno it . V.2, 

hoxgh he beget an hundred Children., and v. 3.6, 
live many years, nay, though two thouſand years, | 
which none attain to. = ON / 

He concludes,that ſororw is better than laugh- cy, , . 
ter, and the houſe of mourning and death better 6, TON 
than life,all its joy but as the crackling of thornes. 

None can eſcape death, allcut off, wiſe and Ch. 8. 8. 
fooliſh, rich and poor. 

He fhews that proſperity is a ſnare,and hardens eq. > 
Men in their wickedneſs, lulls them aſleep in ſe- 12, 13," 
cnrity, till cut off dreadfully at laſt. 
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Chap.9.i1, Theſe things come alike to good and bad, no 


' 2, 32 5» 0+ difference, only the wicked cut off dreadfully at 


laſt ; and all 1s gone, their memgry, their paſſions 


will ceaſe, | 
verſe 11, - It 5 not 5kall, nor fron nor wiſdom, always 


12. gjves this proſperity, taken at laft as Fiſhes and . 


| Birds unawares. 
Ch1o.6.7. © Sopietimes, fools and ſervants and the baſe, 
riſe and proſper, -and the noble and worthy de- 
preſt and kept under. EEO, | 
Ch. 11. 7,, He advifeth at laſt, that Men wauld not 
8, 9, 10» \ 8 themſelves with the preſent light, becauſe 
| Tp 


cet, nor with many years, thaugh be hath j 

in them all, but remember the days of Ie 
that *ſhall be many. How long' hath Solomon 
himſelf lain in the dark, ſilent Grave.? Nor the 
young Man ſbould ſo pleaſe himſelf in-chearing his 
Heart, and walking in his own ways, but remem- 
ber the great day of Fudgement, whey all thoſe 
things ſhall be brought forth, therefore he ſhould 
Gra ſorrow from his Heart, and guil from his 
Fleſh. : FFD 

Chap. 12. - And at laſt adviſeth bim to what I am now 
1, Uc. . urging, to remember- his Creataur, and thereiy 
himſelf in the midff of his pleaſure , remembring 
v. 13. 14. the years of old Age, how then he would dec 
',*. and at laft ſhuts-up all with this, that the; 

Hoc elt' of A4an: is to be wiſe to Salvation, and pre 
xo gy Sey dreadful Pndgement and Condemnation, .for this 
hoc omhe 75-the whole of Man, this is your. making ang 
ct homg, marring, | | qe 


-> 


ay; 
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Now why ſhould we be ſo fooliſh todelude 
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our ſelves with theſe matters ? the Pſalmiſt ColAdam, 
tells you P/al. 39. 5. Every Man in his beſt Col. He- 
eftate is altogether vanity. Every-Madg is very Þ* | 


vanity z Man is ſo, every Man, rich or poor, 
high or low, Lord or Peaſant ; ſome would 


'I+ grant, that poor and fick, ſinking and com-' 
plaining, old and decaying heis ſo; no; ines, cer- 
his beſt Eſtate, in all his Pomp, Greatneſs led gftate. 


and Grandeur, he 1s vanity, not only vain, but ' 
vanity in theabſtraCt ; to ſay a Man is poor, 
or. fooliſhor miſerable, it's ſad, hat to ſay he, 
is poverty, folly and miſery, -ifHelf, nay, is 
altogether vanity, nothing but- vanity; Hot 
the leaſt-fubſtance or reality ; and leſt you: 
ſhould doubt: of it, he adds, verily it is ſo, 
this is a real ſtanding trath, nothing more 
certain ;- and therefore he adds, v.6. Surely 
be malketh in a vain ſhew. Heb. an image; 
it's but an appearance, a ſhadow, a picture, 
and that a vain one too ; he again repeats it, 
ſurely they are diſquieted in vain; or troubled, 
Heb. They make a noiſe, or buſtling'or |. 
tumult , ſeeking. the World, and know not 
what will become of it and them. P/al. 62. 
v. 9. Men of low degree are vanity, andmen'of 
high degree are a lie; becauſe they ſeem to pro-= 
miſe, and. to be more than' really they are : they 
are altogether (or alike) hghter than vatity, if 
weighed in the Ballancewith God or his true ſub- 
ftantial goodneſs;and therefore,v.10.he adyiſeth 
not; to {et -our Heart on- Riches, though they 
increaſe. If the Word will not convince you, 
Rr Ortg Q_ 4. let 
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let.-daily- experience, and a wiſe obſervation, 
teach. you this necellary truth; What great 


difference is there in-the World? moſt are 


hurrying and tumbling with-the fame care, 
fear, hope and concernment, about little and 
great Eltates ; ſome pleas'd in alittle houſe 
made. of dirt, and a few cattle- and ſinall 
grounds, another in. a lofty honſe built of 
ſtone, great windows, rubb'd- rooms and 
richer Scnivare, larger demeaſnes ;, but their 
joys and ſorrows are-much alike ; ;the one 
eats and drinks and laughs at the orher , only 
the one hath richer food, or more gaudy Ap- 
parel ; but as many,, wants and- crafles. I 
could never. yet percetve much; difference 
between 20 Ll. pex Annum, or an 100,07 200, 


or 500, Or 10007, moſt live up te or beyond 
their Eſtates, and: ſo are uneaſie : | They want - 
ſomewhat more; 1 except prefliing.want. of 


neceſlaries, pain, debt and- confinement, er 

xelancholy, otherwiſe. -F know or-ſee little 
difference: in -any- Mens condition... One 
proud-coy Dame is liftedup with herbeauty, 
or. dreſhngs and trimmings,Gold and Jewels, 
though. I would put. as good on ans.ifs or a 


Poſt, and: neither of them-the betrer';* ano- 


ther. proud of her plainer Dreſs and;homely 
Apparel;. one pleafing her {elf in a beautiful 
witty: Child, another .in a fooliſh! wanton 


. and j[i-bred Brat ;, one boaſts of his Honour, 


and Parentage and his Horſes, &c: faid-an 
Heathen, Why, vain man, it's thy Horſes pro- 


> *', 


' portion, and: frengrh and ſwiftneſs, not thine 


another 


4 
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another boaſts of his wit, skill and inge- 
nuity, a third of his lewdneſs, exceſſes and 
beaſtly attempts; all full of folly and mad- 
neſs : Some in a: higher degree, others ina 
lower. Children: pride themſelves in their 
ſhining counters,and other little play-games ; 
theſe in their richer Ornaments, in a little - 


finerand yellow duſt,in greater baubles, and gjyer ara 
are- the greater fools. It would make you Gold. 


weary, and even fick at Heart, to hear ſome 
boaſt of their own actions, their ſucceſs by 
Sex and Land, their skill and increaſe in 
Trade, and it may be moſt falſe, but you 
muſt hear and admire, that they may un- 
dergo the like drudgery tohear your filly tri- 
fling matters ; moſt are weary of it in others, 
but-can't ſee it in themſelves : But were there 
any, great difterence now., Death and the 
Grave-lay all. level; then-it ſhall be as with 


the: People; ©: with the Prieſt, as with the // 124. 1,2 


Servant',' ſo with the Maſter; here ſome 
difference and. diſtance, but. then none ;. as 
with the Maid; ſo: with the Miſtreſs; the 
one-imperiouily commands naw, and it may 
be unreaſonablygnd foolyhly, andthe other 
muſt heartily obey : But then alike ; the 
Bodies lye alike im: the Grave, as with the 
buyer, {o- with the ſeller ; as with the bor- 
rower, fo with the lender ;. the one pur- 
chaſeth and poſleſſes z the other poor, and 
torn-dont; but then all alike. Weſee Men 
and Women hurrying and poſting one: by 
_ another, ſomerich,. others poor, ſome _— 

| others 
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others fooliſh, all haſtning to the Grave. I 
am often thinking, whither are they going ſo 


faſt, what are they doing ? ſome in their . 


ſhops are waiting for. gain, 'others in the 
Taverns, Ale-houſes and Coffee-houſes , 
waſting away their precious time idly and 
{infully ; ſome riding in pomp in their Coa- 
ches to the Grave with rich Attendants and 
Liveries, and others running on foot; and 
ſome crawling and creeping in pain and 
anguiſh ; ſome plodding miſchief , how to 
cheat, cozen, and wrong others, and boaft 
when they -are too hard for them ; others 
ſtanding on their watch, and contriving how 
to eſcape them ; and both in the mean while 
neglefting their Souls,and the Devil robbing 
them of their beſt Treaſures ; ſome chiding,, 


others —_ and : diſſembling ; ſome - 


ſpending time, days and weeks; about Phy- 
ſick and watchfulneſs,' fire and warm rooms, 
. either about themſelves or their Children, if 

ſick or weak, or it may beonly fancies'and 
groundleſs fears make themſelves: and 
theirs very ſick: Others pulling 'downtheſe 
weak tottering houſes that are falling of 
themſelves, and hard to ſupport them a 
little while ; and yet they pluck away the 
props, (I mean,moderate dyet and:honeſt in- 
duſtry) nay, ſet it on fire with enflaming li- 
quor, or drown it, or make the pillars rotten 
and moulder,by uncleanneſs and intemperate 
eating and drinking. Some ſpend therr time 
in weeping and telling ſtories of ſach a _ 

2 ead, 


” 
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dead, and ſuch croſſes and loſſes, and ſuch 
unkindneſs of friends;anothers care and con- 
cernment 1s, how to live hereafter, and fear 
and thoughtfulneſs about the Children and 
Family for the time to come, and all this 
while no fear of Hell, nor thought of, nor 
preparation for, Heaven. Some great Men, 
and proud, ſpend their time in Inxury, in 
commanding, domineering and idleneſs, 
others in flattering, and admiring and ap- 
plaudipg; though inwardly hate them : Some 
| live twenty years, others thirty, ſome forty, 
others threeſcore or fourſtore years, and for 
my part, when buryed, I know little that he 
of threeſcore or fourſcore years hath gotten, 
or can boaſt of, more than he that died at 
twenty 'or ten years, only eat, and drink 
and ſleep a little longer, any farther than he 
lives more to*God, dies to ſin, and prepares 
for Death and Judgement. I know not, what 
we are the better for the laſt week and year, 
and if we.live another, what will it amount 
to? only eat and drink, and fleep it oyer 
again. 

I thank God, I write not this out of any 
diſcontent, or its. the leaſt to ſlight Gods 
goodneſs and the metcies of this Life ; length 
of days is promis'd us, and is a mercy ;. and 
I have liv'd as comfortably and plentifully as 
any Man under my circumſtances, far beyond 
what I could have-at firſt proposd and 
expected ; but I write it out'of a deep ſenſe 
that hath a long time lain on my Heart, - 

tne 


233-- 


Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry 


the vanity of this World, andthe folly of 


my ſelf andall others; and from great zeal 
and indignation, that Heaven, Grace and 
Chriſt, ſhould be negleRted for: theſe toys 
and trifles. For my part, tho' T had liv'd 
never ſo well, would not deſire to hve over 
my days again, eat and drink, and ſleep as 
much, any farther than 1 might- do- more 
good, pray more heartily, and bring more 
Glory to God. This 1 find the pretence of 
moſt, but it's a moſt horrible deluſion and 
cheat ; they beg time for God and-their 
Souls, but they give it {till to: the Devil, 
their Luſts' and the World: A& over the 
ſame ſins, and negleCt the ſame duties, or as 
triflingly perform them» I know not, what 
ſome promiſe themſelves more in this life, 
were there not a Heaven and Hell, and good 
work to be done here on Earth; and'were it 
Gods way, Iſhould not valve it, if I dug mine 
own Grave and lye down it, and defire ſome 
walking mortals to-cover me over. O ! that 
ever this pitiful, empty, troubleſome, trifling 
World, ſhould hinder Men ſo much in their 
way to Heaven, and make them venture,-yea, 
and loſe their Souls for nougtit?- Wilt yon 
refuſe to bediverted, or to be comforted; by 
any of theſe things, nor- be affrighted or 
diſturb'd by the miſeries or threatnings of 
ths World ? Paſs thorow this World: to 
your home and reſt; order all your matters 
with reſpe& to Eternity. = | 


Dire. 
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Dirett. 6. Make uſe of the means,God hath 
appointed . for your Self-preſervation and 
Soul-falvation : I could mention many; le 
name but three. | 


Chriſt. 


1. Go to the Word of God, try your 
ſelves by it, and hear and read what "That 
will fay; that is your Judge, as that doth 
juſtifie or condemn you, fo ſhall you ſtand or 
fall at the great day. Now that tells yon 
plainly, foul ſinners ſhall to Hell, and ſuch 
penitent humble broken Souls ſhall come to 
Heaven. You have no Book elſe that ſpeaks of 
ſuch great and good things ; you need not 


Aſcend into Heaven, nor Deſcend into Hell, x,,z.10.6, 


I. The Word of God. 2. Prayer. 3. eſus 
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the Word is nigh thee, even in thy Heart and 7, 8. 


Mouth, the Word of Faith which wePreach ;- 
if.confeſs with Mouth and Heart, thon ſhalt 
be ſav'd. What plainer than Rom. 2, 7, 8, &c. 
There is no reſpe&t' of Perſons with God, 
but the wicked muſt periſh, whether Few or 
Gentile, and the Righteous muſt, ſhall, be 
fav'd. Now Men flatterand will ſpeak fair 
-to your faces, this is eſpecially the danger of 
great Men, high and wiſe Men. An Hea- 
then could ſay,that a great Mans Son leart'd 
nothing well but to ride the great Horſe ; 
for that knows no difference between Maſter 
and Man, and will caſt him, if he looks nor 
to 


p_ 
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to himſelf: But let him be what he pleaſe 

Pſal. 49. otherwiſe, others will praiſe himto his face, 
laſt. and all fear tooffend him. Now the Word 
ſays, that God will cut off all evil doers, let 

them be who they will, fay to the Righteous, 

it ſhall be well ; woe tothe wicked, he muſt 

periſh as his own dung, let him be Lord or 

Beggar , Prince or Peaſant. This Word 

tells them, that the Kings of the Earth, and 

the great Men and the rich Men, and the 

mighty Men, and every bond Man and every 

Rev.9. 15, free Man, hide themſelves in dens and rocks, 
16, 17- andcantſtand in the day ofGods wrath: This 
calls the wicked rich Man, Fool, that would 

not be born from others, but call for a ſtab. 

This tells you plainly, what is ſin, and that 

God regards you not, if you regard iniquity, 

though in your Heart. This tells you, that 

God will not bear with the wilful neglect of 

any one known duty ; others, pretending 
friends, fay , eaſe your ſelves, ſpate your 

ſelves ; but this ſaith, you mult ſtrive, and 

fight and wreſtle, and ſpend your ſetves and 

he ſpent, and give-all diligence, and pray 
:ndefinen» EVErmore, and pray without ceaſing... Your 
ter. wicked Hearts and others tells you, there is 
no need of much a-do about -Hedven, a little 

will ſerve turh ;. but much labour and care is 
requilite for Earth; but the Word tells you, 

that yon need not be fob careful for too 
morow,that you may uſe things indifferently, 

read diligently, and walk circumſpettly to 

Je. 8. 20, the Law and to the teſtimonies, "if ou 
art 
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Heart and others ſpeak not according to this 
Word, it's becauſe there 1s no Light in them. 
This ſhews you Death and Life, Bleſſing and 
Curſing, Good and Evil ; and this gives plain 
marks : Search the Word diligently , and 
bring your Hearts and Lives to this Touch- 
ſtone; prove every thought, word and 
work. Other Glaſſes are falſe, this is a true 
Glaſs, will ſhew you your real face and com- 
plexion, this will ſew the ſpots and defor- 
mities of the greateſt, the proudeſt. Did 
your curious proud Ladies look more-in this 
Glaſs, and leſs in other Glaſſes, this might 
humble them;whereas,the other puff them up. 
I do not now perſuade yon, only to read the 
Word diligently and daily, but ſearch into it 
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James 1. 
23, 24- 


as into a rich Treaſure, . and labour to make 


it your own ; believe the promiſes, and ſuck 
the ſweetneſs of them ; obey the commands, 
do the work, till you find the goodneſs and 
ſatisfaftion of the bleſied Laws of God. As 
David, Pfal. 119. till you cry out ſenſibly and 
experimentally,O, how 7 love th#Law,and thy 
Word js ever pure, therefore thy ſervant loveth 

it | | 
2. Go to Godin Prayer much ; cry migh- 
tily to him, who alone can fave, and is 
willing and ready. How much were Gods 
people ever addiQted to this duty ? and the 
truth is, you will-certainly periſh without 
it, It's the breath of the Soul ro God ; as 
the Man can't live naturally without brea- 
thing, no more can a Chriſtian ſpiritually 
without 


240 Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry 
without praying. But then I muſt intreat 
you, as you love your Souls, that you-ſee to 

It, that you pray [indeed ; there is much 
goes for praying amongſt us, that will appear 
but howling, but mockery, but abomina- 
tion at laſt; beg of God, that he would 
open your eyes, undecelve your Souls, and 
ſet. you in the right way : You will certainly 
miſtake, and miſcarry, unleſs he lead and 
guide you in the right way z and this you 
muſt beg every day, as one periſhing, ſinking 
and undone: Say, Lord, I ſhall periſh with- 
out hope or help, unleſs thou ſtretch out and 
make bare thy ſaving arm; pray in ſecret, 
Poure out your Souls, your complaints, your 
tears, your earneſt requeſts, nay, ſeek, yea, 
if that will not do, knock by earneſt Prayer : 
Say, Lord, what ſhall I do? theſe luſts, theſe 
temptations, theſe Sons of Zerviah are tog 
hard for me., I am'convinc'd of my folly and 
neglets, often ſorry for them, reſolveand 
promiſe, but all weares off again ; I know 
not what tg do, but my Eyes and Heart are 
up to thee ; I want ſpiritual WiſdomJI ask ir 

# m. 1. 5, Of thee, or T ſhail be miſerably and eternally 

befool'd ; I have but little time more:to ask 

it; in Hell tears or cries will not availnor 
prevail. If you can't pray, fay, Lord, poure 
out upon me a Spirit of prayer and ſuppli- 
cation, the preparation of the Heart to pray, 
as well as the anſwer,is from thee. Thy Spirit 
can teach me , can help mine infirmities ; 
thou haſt ſaid, as ſure and as freely as earthly 


Parents 


bl 8G. ind tn ec ind. iis ee a Go Ei, 


J 


 whetN% he ſhall be*Sav'd or Loft. 


- will give to their periſhirſs hungry Children, 


bread and not ſtones, fiſh and not ſerpents; 
ſo certainly and more readily,wilt thou give 
to them that askK it. Lord, teach me to pray 
for "Mercy, and then graciouſly give it. 
Why may not my tongue pray unto thee, and 
praiſe thee as well as others ? Why may not 
my Heart breathe after thee, love and delight 


in thee,as well as others ? Haſt thou but one 


Bleſſing ? bleſs me, even 'me alſo, :may I 
ſay, O my Father. Shall others have bread, 
and I the husks, aſhes, poyſon ? ler me have 
ſomewhat, though but crumbs ; one crumb 
of . this {ſpiritual Heavenly Mercy is more 
worth than all the fat Feaſts of the wicked. 
Muſt 'T be loſt and roar in Hell; and my bo- 


ſome friend, my good neighbopr, triumph 


in Glory ? May not1 pray in my Family alſo, 
read the Word with delight and comfort, 
find healing for my wounds, and refreſhment 


. for my hungry periſhing Soul ? Lord, lnow 


beg it as earneſtly, as it. I were preſently 
dying and appearing before thee... I ant 
ſorry I havetritl'd fo long, now I am willing, 
I am reſoly'd, to be wholly thine, always 
thine. ; 


3. Go to Chrilt for help and deliverance ; 
he -came to ſeek and to ſave that which was 
loſt and undone, dead and periſhing eter- 
nally: He loſt himſelf to ſave you, died 
himſelf, that you might live. Now you 
myſt come to Chriſt not only for comtort and 


R pardon, 
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- pardon, and joy in being ſafe and ſound ; but þ; 
for Grace and Wiſdom, and Strength to be 
made ſound and whole. It's: he is made 
Wiſdom to us, that we may not live and die 
fools, and he is made ſanCtification'as wellas 
righteouſneſs. Chriſt cails you to come, 
though miſerable, and loſt and linking ; nay, 
becauſe you are ſo, the fitter tocome into 
his arms of Mercy : He is able to fave thee | 
to the uttermoſt ; you have heard, you can 
deſtroy your ſelves, but can't ſave your ſelves; || - ] 
you can wound, but Chriſt alone can heal t 
thoſe deep ghaſtly wounds that ſin hath made; \ 
he was made a curſe for us, that we might 1 
be bleſſed. Chriſt .is not prizd, ſtudied, 
beliey'd, glorified in, as he deſerves: How 
few, as the Apoſtle , deſire to glory t 
In nothing” elſe, and account all elſe , but NF}. y 
dung and droſs ? When we have done all, b 
and followed the former direftions to | 7/ 
our beſt $kill and utmoſt power, we 
muſt throw our ſelves upon Jeſus Chriſt, or' fl ti 
we ſhall periſh. The Apoſtle, ſo good a Man, Þ Þ 
found himſelf utterly loſt, Rom. 7. 24.and 
therefore 4 25. thanks God for Feſus Chriſt ; || cc 
Tet ofhers boaſt of their works, glory in their EF 
* merits; when I conſider, how little good I | in 
' do, and how much evil I fall into daily,  Þ th 
need a Chriſt. How many ſinful vain thoughts If | by 
in a day, to any ſerious Heavenly Medita- || w 
tions? How many idle unneceſſary words to, | th 
a little ſerious Heayenly diſcourſe? How little ha 
good I do in a day to what I might, and-that c 
| I 
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I do with ſo little delight ? and on the other 


band, when I conſider how great Chriſts . 


love was, how large Gods bounty is, how 
glorious and great Heaven will.be ; 1 muſt 
utterly deſpair, were it not for Jeſus Chriſt, 
my dear Sayiour; all my Life, every breath 
of it, is by him,who loved me and gave him- 
ſelf for me. Some truſt in Chariots and ſome 
in Horſes, ſome in their Zeal, others in their 
Strength,ſome in their Charity,ſome in their 
Piety and Devotion ; but we wilt remember 
the name and merits of Chriſt our Saviour ; 
-when they are brought down and fallen, we 
may riſe and ſtand upright. 


Dire&. 7. Be not diſcourag'd becauſe of 
the danger and difficulty, were it much more, 


. you were better ſtrive against 1t than be dann'd , 


but for your great encouragement, the way is eaſe, 


_ the work, pleaſant. 


God condeſcends wonderfully, to ſave 


the loweſt, the meaneſt: Were there ſuch a 


Proclamation, as 1/a. 55. 1, 2: in a Fair or 


Market, what thronging would there be, . 


come. without Mony and without Price ? 
There are' many rich and neceſlary things 
in Fairs and Shops, but the poor go not thi- 
ther, becauſe they have 'not -Mony io buy z; 


' but were ail free for fetching and _— 
d 


what running, ftriving and thronging wou 
therebe? Why ſhould you be diſcouraged ? 
have there not as greatand vile ſinners as you, 
been ſav'd ? What was Manaſies ? he was an 
"WON [dolater, 
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Idolater, he made Judah and Jeruſalem worſe 
than the Heathen ; yet when he was in aflifti- 


v. 12, 13-0n, he prayed and was humbl'd, and the 


Lord pitied him. What was Mary Magdalen 


and many others ? beſides, what mean and 


- Inconſiderable- perſons were ſav'd by Chriſt ? 


the poor Woman of Caazar, the Waman of 
Samaria, the Publican, the blind beggar by 
the ways ſide; and in theſe, what was emi- 
nent or remarkable to commend them to 


| God, but their miſery and want, and a deep 


Luk,7.laſt, 


ſenſe of it,and highly prizing their ſalvation. 
Would you not account* it an unſpeakable 
mercy , if God would pity and heal, help 
and fave you? What is there more to 
commend -us to Gods pity and Grace ? What 
was there in the poor Widows Mite, but gi- 
ving/ up ther Al with good will and delight. 
A cup of cold water givenin ſincerity ; the 
poor Womans pains and teares, and kiſles of 
the feet, as coming from the Heart and 
great love, how precious to Chriſt , how 
kindly obſery'd and rcckon'd: up, as great ? 
alas! whar is it to ſuch a Chriſt,” that laid 
down his Life, pour'd out his Blood, his 
Soul, in love to fave her ? Be not diſcourag'd, 


God willenable you, Chriſt will aſſiſt you, 


you, if youare willing to be ſav'd, God will. 


the Spirit will ſtrengthen, teach and guide 


meet you, as the Father the Prodigal, and he 
will cloath you ,. and feed you and fave 


. yon; all js ready for your Life and Salve- 
tion. The Father doth not ſay, ſtand off, 


SON , 
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> Son, keep- without door, I will firſt try 
your obedience, firſt humble you, you muſt 
be more ſham'd and confounded, the ſmell of 
the Swine and Husks is yet upon you; no, 
immediately in his arms, kiſs'd him, calls 
for the Robe, the Ring, the fatted Calf ; 
who would not come to {ſuch a Heavenly Fa- 
ther to be ſav'd? he will entertain you fo 
readily, fo richly, ſo lovingly; and his 
. work 1s eafie and pleaſant, it's but to love, 
fear and honour him, and you love your ſelves 
and fave your own Souls. .- You lage Life, 
and Light and Salvation, and unſpeakable 
Happineſs. The work may be. don: with 
great eaſe and delight ; come, taſte 2nd ſee, 
come and try; it's your diſtance, your ig- 
.norance, your pfejudice, that makes it ſeem 
hard and troubleſome ; experience will con- 
vince you of your miſtake. Said one, 1 
loy'd thee late, Lord, the greater is my lin, 


and the more my grief. - Want of a ſerious - 


Heavenly Spirit makes Gods work heavy and 
tireſome. Once pray with earneſtneſs, and 
* hope, and deſire and love, and then 'twill be 


ſweet and blefſed work. *Twas loye made 


David ſay, one day in thy Courts is better 


than a Thouſand elſewhere; many are ready. 


to fay,one day in the World 15 better than a 
thouſand in Gods Work. ' Did you know the 


\ 


bleſſings and comforts of theſe Heavenly - 


frames, Matth. 5. 2 to 1 1. the ſweet of a poor 
Spirit, of a meek ſoft Heart, of a pure 
Heart, of being. merciful ; how would you 

, "2B. J * -\ + oe 
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prize them above pride aud paſſion, and 
ctuelty and diſcontent ? obſerve 


1, That all theſe Bleſſings are ſpiritual ; 
not bleſſed are the Rich, or the Wiſe, or-the 
Mighty ,” but 'the Poor, the Meek, the 
Mourners. \ | 


2. That all the. promiſes made to them 
are ſpiritual alſo ; not yours is the Glory of 
the World, but yours is the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven ; nag Bleſſed, they ſhall have riches and 
pleaſures, but they ſhall ſee God. 7 


3. That theſe qualifications are low and 
condeſcending,take in the meaneſt and loweſt 
Chriſtian, that is ſincere. 


It is not, Bleſſed are the rich and ſtrong in 
Grace, but the yu in ſpirit, ſuch as are mi- 
ſerably poor and empty, and needy and low, 
and vile in their own eyes, that want all 
Grace, and come 6 to Chriſt. Rev. 3. 17, 18. 

- It is not,Bleſſed are they &fily;that rejoyce 


.in ways of righteouſneſs, and have:great 


comfort and peace in,believing ; but Bleſſed 
are they, that mourn for ſin, and'weep that 


_ they can'do no more, no better, that bewail 


their deadneſs and unprofitableneſs. - 

| Not only, Bleſſed: are the high-bearing, 
courageous ,- bold Chriſtians; but. Blefſed 
zre the meck, ſoft, quiet ſpirits, that are 


an p 


4 
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IL Word; and are mild and, gentle. towards 
Men. 

- Not only,Bleſſed are the full and thoſe that 
taſt marrow and fatneſfs, ' and ſweetneſs in 
Duties and Gods Ordinances ; that have large 
incomes of Grace and Comfort, bat. alſo, 
Bleſſed are the hungry and thirſty; that. are 
needy, pinching and wanting, and crave and 
= after fopd and refreſhment ;. and: this 
fakes in any Babes in Chriſts Family. 

Not only; Bleſſed are thoſe that can give and 
do great things to and for' us, but,Bleſſed are 
thoſe that are of a tender merciful ſpirit, full 
of bowels,and compaſſion and kindneſs. Thus, 
many ſhall be rewarded at the laſt for feeding ,,,,,z. - 

the hungry, clothing the naked, that were ag. 

fed and clothed. by others, becauſe they had 
an Heart to do it, had it been in their power. 

. Not, Bleſſed only are thoſe that are pure 3 
and.unblameable in their Lives,but, Bleſſed if I 
pure in Heart, that. deſire purity from the ' n 
very bottom of their Hearts. = 

Not only, Bleſſed are thoſe that livepeace- 4 
ably with all Men ; that is not poſſible, but, 
Bleſſed, if deſire and attempt it, and are 
willing to be peace-makers; are of peace- 
able, quiet, ſpirits, and are willing others 
ſhould be ſo to. 4 

Not only, Bleſſed are thoſe that are eminent ; 
in. ſervice, and do much good for God in 
their places ; but, Bleſſed alſo are they, that 
can ſuffer patiently and comfortably for righ- 
teouſneſs. fake. As the good Womanfaid, 

78 R4 | though 


go 
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though ſhe could nat diſpute for Chriſt, ſhe 
could die for Chriſt. I know not » but God 


may graciouſly accept,, and- publickly own 
ſome at laſt,in willingly ſuffering for Chriſts 
ſake and the Goſpel, that never did mach 
more before for God, it may be againſt hi 

To ſifter is a great gift, as well as to believe. 


4. How Bleſſed the' Man, that is good and 


really fav'd ; there is a Bleſling for every qua- 


lification, Grace and Duty ; Bleſſed as, hum- 
ble , as . mercify] ; Bleſſed praying, and 


: Bleſled | believing); and with what delight, 
does: Chriſt make ſach happy, that: ſo pror 


NOURCES it at every, Grace ? | 


'F. God and Chriſt know whom Us bleſs 


do not caſtthem forth at, randome; he Bleſſeth 
none,” but ſuch az. are capable of. Fecelying 
thoſe Bleſſings. *. 


196] S44/n2 


6. Then they muſt be Curſed that. are.con- 


_ trary ; then Curſed are the proud in Joie 


Curſed they, that laugh at and inifin, ,; 
7. Curſed they.that are cruel ;they ſhall not. 


obtain Mercy, that ſhew'd judgement, with: 


out Mercy. 

Curſed are the filthy and unclea ia Heart, 
they ſhall not ſee God. 

Curſed are they, that are full an loath the 
Hony-comb,and ſlight.the Feaſt of fat things 5 
they ſhall hunger and thirſt in pain,and gri- 
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ping; to all Eternity,” and not taſt of thoſe 
rich things, not have a crumb or drop. ' 
Curſed are the brawlers and fire-brands, 
. and makebates, they ſhall be called the Chil- 
dren of the-Devil. | 
Curſed be they that leave Chriſt, and will - 
not ſuffer but ſin, for theirs is Hell ;they may 
weep ' and roars: for-great is their wrath and 
miſery i in Hell. * 333 


' 8. Gods Bleſſings c on the Soul arereal, ſure 
and refreſhing ; it is not,they may: be Bleſſed: 
but, they. ſhall be comforted, they ſhall ſee 
God, they ſhall obtain Mercy ; it is not only 
be ye warmed, andcloth'd and fill'd, but they 
ſhall be. filld, they ſhall find and feel i It. 


'9, How ilferent Gods Bleſlings are gow 
the Yrs pray they ys Bleſſed are 


what. not-. 


10. The loweſt, the meaneſt, the pooreſt 
condition, nor the greateſt ſufferings, can 
make one really good ;,and thus bleſt _ God, 
yet miſerable and wretched. 


On the whole you may ſee, this it's not 
ſo difficult work to be truly good and ws 
nally 


Phil.2, 12, 


43: 
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nally ' ſay 'd; be not diſcourag'd, and think" 
it - irnpoſlible. You'may obtain theſe Mer- 
cies, that can't. get Riches and' Honours ; 


* here is no diſtinAion as to perſons, ſervants, 


and poor, and fick, and weak, may be thus 


Bleſſed, as well as the high, richand mighty. 


Dire&.' 8. Be ſare to labour and ſtrive, 
ſearch and pray, till you " you are in 4 hopeful 
way of Salvation. 

Give all diligence to make your Cal- 
ling and Eleftion fſure';; 
certainties : You ſee 5nd hear, it's your 1ma- 
king or marring toall Eternity it's for your 
Life. Reſt not on- vain hopes, bare wiſhes 


and fruitleſs deſires, that:-it may be fo. Give'. 
no leep to your eyes, nor {lumber to your 


eyelids ; I mean, pleaſe not your ſelves in 
meat, drink, ſleepand clothing, till you can 
comfortably, and upon good grounds, nope 
that you are inthe ſtrait way to Glory 

true, I have a Houſe, a Bed "Friends,Grounds, 
Cattle and Mony ; but have I a .Chriſt, a 
Pardon, and a good Conſcience ?, This Houſe 


will ſhortly caſt me out; have I a Houſe not 


made with hands Eternal i in the Heavens ? 


leave it not at un-. 


- 


I have now Bread for to day and to morrow, 


but what Proviſion have I for five: _— 
for. five- thouſand years: hence ? How can 


be ſatisfied and merry, -and know not whe- 


ther one ſin be yet pardon'd, one duty ac- 
cepted ? whether Lam a Child of Got or the 
Devil ? whether 1 ſhall be ſay'd or _— 
or 


_ ,,*. whether he ſhall be Sau doy Loft. 

for ever ? I am now eating; and talking and 
at eaſe, I knownot but to morrow, or next 
week, or next year, I may be trembling be- - 
fore Gods Tribunal z I may hear that word 
from an angry God,depart, thou curſed, into 
everlaſting Burnings, and I may be roaring 
in Hell, paſt hopes of Mercy. - What Evi- 
dences have I of my ſincerity ? what Marks 
of Hypocrifie, and of a firebrand of Hell ? 
Did I ever ſearch to purpoſe, and bring it to 
a trial ? why ſhould I not nowdoit? Iam 
yet alive, yet there is hopes. O ! ſearch to. 
purpoſe., make it your buſineſs, examine, 


prove, -try,whether Chriſt be in you, or whe- 2 Cor. 13. 


ther you are reprobates, or caſt aways. 


uſe 1 TT. 
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CHAP. XI.- 


EXAMINATION. 


It may be expected, and ſeem very neceſſary, 


that I ſhould now deſcribe, who are like 


to be Savd, and whoare like to be Loſt; 
' but I would not exceed the bounds of this 
Treatiſe, that I intended to he little ; 


beſides, you may try by all the fore-, 
mentioned - Direftions ; however I fhall 


_ add theſe two. | 


1. Such a one that is undeceiv'd and like to be 


ſav'd, is willing to do any thing that Self may be 
ſau : 


2. Such 4 one will loſe all elſe, and ſuffer an 
thing, rather than his Soul, himſelf, ſhould be 
loft. : 


I es a one is wholly and continually at 
Gods. Command, willing to do any 


thing that God requires, and in the beft 


manner, that it may be acceptable and well- 
leaſing ; then ſhall I not be aſham'd, when I 
ave reſpect (though not able to do all) to all 
thy Commandments. He quarrels not with 
Gods Laws, bur likes and loves them. David 


1s an eminent inftance,enoughis ſ4id in that 


119 Pſaln, they feek him: with the whole 
Heart, they do no iniquity ; they not wy 
tall 
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| * talk of, or ſtep into them, but walk in thy 


gg - 
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ways; I will” praiſe with uprightneſs of 
Heatt, take heed to the Word, hide the 
Word in the Heart, rejoyce in it as much as 
in all Riches ; meditate and have reſpe&t,and 
| "2 ht my ſelf, and not forget, my Soul 
-breaketh for longing 5 indeed, every Verſe of 
the P/alm almoſt gives a diſtin charaCter of 
a good man. A man that is getting Gold, and 
Hondur and Health, is pleas'd in his labours 
and endeavours. Such a Soul begrudges no 
Pains, no time, mo coſt; thinks all too little, 
ſo as he may be ſav'd at laſt. The hypocrite 
and wicked man quarrels and is diſcourag'd, 
and thinks all too much. He ſays, what a 
wearineſs, and .what profit ? [True enough, 
his ſervices and prayers are of 'no advantage. 
. When will, the Sabbath beover ? the other 
fays, How amiable thy Tabernacles? my Soul Pſa. $4. 
longs to go one day there, better than all 
the ſix about the World : When ſhall T come *?/#. 42. 
/ and appear? this is 4 dry and thirſty wilder- Þ<8- 
neſs, no waters for my Soul ; my Soul thirſt- za. 63. 
eth for God, the living God. 'Thy loving Þes- 
kindneſs is better than Life ; it's never hetter 
with me, than when waiting at thy Houſe. 7rov.9.34. 
How willing is ſuch a Soul to be praying, and *35, 36- 
praiſing and doing good ? not only becauſe Etfi habe- 
God commands it, but becauſe he delights remus ſex- 
in it, and finds it really good and refreſhing; por >ir" Fa 
and his deſires are far beyond his works, he fi Roa 
wiſhes 'twere much more and better. - Chriſt's jugo Chri- | 
yoke is eaſie and his burden light, It's my fti. 
| wicked 
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wicked Heart and corr upt-fleſh, that mdkes 
it ſometime reve and heayy ; but love 
1 Fok;;, 3, makes It pleaſan 
. 2. Such a Soul is willing to loſe all elſc; 
to ſuffer any thing rather than loſe himſelf, 
Values not reproaches,ſ{corns troubles, perſe- 
cutions.” - This made Chriſtians kiſs the 
ſtake, and ſay, welcome the Croſs of Chriſt, 
welcome the Crown ; this made Paul and | 
Silas ſing im the ſtocks in the dungeon,s when } 
1 
[ 


whipt and wounded, rejoyce and glory, glad 
that they were counted worthy to ſuffer : 
Not count their Lives dear, To as they might 
fave their Souls. . This made Abraham do t 
and ſuffer in readineſs to offer up his 1ſaac, t 
Ger. 22. 1.to x0. How much might he have C 
pleaded. againſt this ſevere command and t] 
trial? Take thy Son and kill him. B 
Lord, not oy Child, rather let me offer C 
thouſands of Rams than my firſt-born ; had tl 
; 1t been a ſtranger, a ſervant, but a Child 
that, I- ſhould love and delight in; pre- | & 
ſerve from others. deſtroying ; let. me feed C0 
him, keep him warm ; -if he be hurt or. 
wounded, I can't bear it. "| he 
Bur if he muſt ſuffer, let him Wei in Priſon || for 
or a Dungeon, let him be fed with bread || ha 
and water ; not let him die, let him be | we 
baniſht into another Country 3 let him, if he || for 
muſt ſuffer, have a finger, an arm orleg || not 


cut off; not cut him © wholly. | Go 

.But, Lord;#at, is his fault? what hurt j 
hath he done ? wit is'his or mine offerice 2 || and 
not one word of all this. He 


= 
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x He is my Son, my /aac, the Child of the 


promiſe, I waited many years for him ; thou 


didſt promiſe a numerous poſterity ; how 
ſhall my Seed be as the Sand and the Stars,and 


here is but one, and that mult be cut off ? 7ſÞ- 


nael is turn'd out of door already. 

Lord, were it a Son I hated, one that was 
not deſirable, but take thy .Son whom thou 
loveſt, that is the delight of thine eyes and 
joy of thy Heart. One that never offended 
me, was always obedient, loving and 
tratable. | 

Get thee into the land of Moriah ;, Lord, it's 
three days Journy, how can I bear the 
thoughts of it ſolong, and take the dear Sa- 
crifice with me, and ſee his face in the way 
that I muſt kill there, and offer him up for a 
Burnt-Offering ? Lord, hqw can I burnmy 
Child to aſhes, my nature ſhrinks at the 
thought. -: 

Upon one of the Mountains that 1 ſhall tell thee 
of ; Abraham muſt not know where, till he 
come ; God may lead him, whither he pleaſe. 

And Abraham roſe early ; What ſpeed was 
here? there is nd excuſe made for delay, none 
for want of wood ; he labours with his own 
hands, and cleaves it himſelf ; when others 
would have made their want of it a pretence 
for forbearance. No, Abraham would have 
nothing wanting to hinder him inoheying 
Gods Call and Command. : 

Then Abraham on the third day ſaw the place : 
and how then, did not his Heart fail m_ 

0, 


verſe 3. 


?werſe 4. 
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verſe 5. 


verſe 6. 


verſe 9. 


verſe 10, 
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No, He flops the young Men there: why, 
Abraham, let them go with thee, they may 
hold thy kands and ſave thy Child. _ No, 
Abrabam had rather truſt himſelf with God 
alone, and in his hands, than with any, all ' 
others ; never told the young.Men, what was 


\ to bedone. 


Abraham took, the wood, and laid it upon 
Iſaac his Son; how. could he lay it 'on the 
ſweet and tender Child ? nay, he carry the 
knife too, that muſt kill andrip him open ; 
and he took the fire in his hand and a knife, - 
being reſolv'd nothing ſhould be wanting : 
Did not his hand ſhake and tremble ? | 

And they came to theplace: Ohthe power 
of faith and patience, love and ſubmiſſion |! 


\ Abraham goes on, makes no = they went 


together*; buildsan Altar, lays the wood on, 
and then binds his Son 1ſaac, and laid him on 
the Altar, boupd hand and foot. 
And Abraham ſtretched forth his hand, and 
took, the knife to ſlay his Son: What Father 
would not have ſhrunk back, and choſe ra- 


' ther to die himſelf, than give the ſtroke ? 


But Abraham knew. It was the Lord that took 


»care of him all his days, and would do him 
- and his 1/aac no hurt; he would truſt God 


in every thing : He reſted on Gods Wiſdom 
and goodneſs. God gave him Z/aac, and 


he might command him awayagain ; beſides, 


he was a ſervant and muſt obey,he muſt do his 
work, and let God alone with His work 3 God 


* . gavc hisdearSon for me,and Igive all to him. 


Lſaar: 


l 

] 
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\.:>Tſaac's ſubmiſſion was as remarkable; 4bra- 
am had Gods word for it, 1ſazc only Abra- 
' bans; mais Earthly Fathers-word. 

Iſaac might have pleaded; 'twas bnt a 

- dream, a fancy, a deluſion ; this is Murder, 
.and of 'the higheſt nature ; this is againſt 
Gods peremptory command, againſt Nature. 
Beſides, Abrahams leaving his Family and 
the - Servants behind him, he might look 
upon it more as a deſign. to cut him off. 
Withal, Abraham was only to offer, good 

. Tſaac was; to die, bear the pain, and ſuffer 

| the knife and. burning ; but not a word of 
all this. It's to me a type and emblem of 
God, offering up his Son, and Chriſts rea- 
dineſs to ſuffer or die. 

How, well was it for Abraham,thus to ſub-= 
mit and ſuffer ? he ſav'd himſelt and Child : v- 14, i5 
God kindly accepts his love, ſelf-denial and £215 
good-will ; and wonderfully rewards him. 

I could give you many ſuch inſtances,Gods 
people are deſcrib'd by their ſelf. reſignation, 
and ſubmiſſion to the will of God. | 

Good old El; faid, it is the Lord, let bim 1; £29. ;. 
ao what ſecmeth him good; and. yet it was laſt. 
heavy tydings, a dreadful meſſage, that the 
iniquity of his Houſe ſhould not be purg'd ** *5> 77 
with Sacrifice for ever. 

Aaron held Ins peace, when two Sons 7». 1c. 
ſtrook dead : David dumb and ſilent, becauſe x, 2, 3. 
God didit, Hezckiah faid, good is the word 
of the Lord, Fobhleſſeth God taking as well 
as giving, and yet his ſtroak was ny" 

| >) and 
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and manifold. Though Fob loſt all, he kept 
his integrity. DE: 1 2-4 

They in the 10th. of the Hebrews, 32, &c. 
_ endured a great fight of affliftions, were 
made a gazing ſtock accompany thoſeſo us'd; 
took joyfully the ſpoiling, of their goods, 
v. 33. 34. that they might have an enduring 
ſubſtance ;- therefore the Apoſtle gives the 
ſame advice and caution, not to- caſt away 
their confidence; v. 35. need patience to 
walt till hereafter; v. 36. ſomeare in haſt: 
Now the juſt live by Faith,” when nothing 
elſe to live upon; and: others draw back, 
but 'theſe believe and ſuffer to the ſaving of 
the Soul. Thus, the Martyrs, in the 117. 
of the Hebrews ; how much do-they deny 
themſelves, do :nd ſuffer any thing, that 
they might be ſay'd ? | 


\ 


\ 
FF 
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C H A P. XilI. 
The CONCLUSION. 


*F Pon the whole, you cannot doubt of the 
- certfinty of this happineſs; all your 
care and work is toſee that you are Children, 
and eſpous'd to Chriſt, and you need; not 
doubt of this falvation. But after all that 
hath -been written to perſmade you, unlels 
God open your Eyes, change your Hearts, 
and undeceive yon,.you will follow your own 
vain imaginations, and be undone; there- 
foreI ahd you too mult trirn to God in prayer, 
and earncftly beg his bleſſing and aſliſtence, 
and all will be well. The Lord make it 
effetual to Tome Souls, and why ſhould not 
you that are reading it, ſay, Lord, let it be 
{o to my Soul, that I may not periſh to. all 
Prernity. Ns 
And above all, look to it, and be fure that 
you are really good, ſound at Heart, and 
ſuch as may be receiv'd to Glory. Though 
2 Man is not fo much concern'd and thought- 
fal, whether a ſhilling he takes be braſs, yet 
is he careful that his Writings be right, and 
his Title to his Eſtate good, and his Life, 
when in danger, be fav'd. . A Man puts all 
his Children and Servants out of the room, 
that he may not be diſturb'd , when __ 7 
S 2 is 


, 
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his Writings and great ſettlements ; lay aſide 
all other matters and buſineſs, when this 
great work isin hand; and be not ſatisfied nor 
quiet, till you can truly ſay, Lord , thou 
that knowelt all things, knoweſt that Ilove 
thee, and-you+rejoyce in hope of the Glory 
to come : God hath done and ſaid much, to 
ſecyre this happineſs for and. to' you ;.and 
_ſhould not. you make it the ſolemg and whole 
buſineſs of your Lives, to ſecurethis to your 
. -own Souls? : i: Fr. -; 
To ſhut op the whole, I may ſet before 
you many things of great concernment, that 
may be worthy. .your ſerious. conſideration 
and meditation, but ſhould. I reduce them 
to ſo many Topicks,the Book would increaſe 
'vpofi me too. much. . I fhallonly addreſs my 
Felf t6. all ſorts. of perſons, . and ſpeak of 
many things uſkefnl, though: of a; different 
Nature, that ſome one thing or other may - 
reach all perſons of different conſtitutions 
and perſuaſions, . _ EZ LERI 
I could write much unto you,young ones 
and Children, and-earneſtly beg you, young 
Men and Women,to be wiſe in your young 
and tender years, to” prevent; this dreadful 
deceit and deſtruction. I have often deſpair'd 
of dealing with.the Aged, the old weather- 
Jer.13:23, beaten ſinner 3. Car an. Ethiopian. change his 
skin, or. the Leopard his ſpots, then may ye atſo 
do good, which are accuſtomed to. dp evil. It 
ſeems heartleſs (but that God commands us 
to call upon all, ) to ſpeak to an hardn'd, un- 


penttent, 
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penitent, ignorant ſinner ; when a Man hath Senem e. - 
travell'd all the day ina quite contrary way, Fudire & 
to perſuade him in the evening of his days, Porruum 
to turn about and begin quite a new courſe. 4.74 
Therefore in allmy Miniſtry, my Heart was 
much carried” out, and my bowels yearn'd 
towards young and tender ones, hoping ſome 
good might be done amongſt them. You are 
now in your tender years, more pliable and 
Yielding, more ready to hear ; fin hath not 
made ſuch a deep impreſſion, nor had ſuch a 
long poſlſeſſion;you have not fo many wounds, 
bruiſes, and falls to be recover'd ; you have 
not ſinn'd - againſt ſo much light, .refus'd ſo 
many calls, as elder perſons ; God expetts 
your younger years, and you muſt give an 
account for theſe years, and the works and 
words thereof. Rejoyce, O young Man, and zeczef. 1x, 
be merry, but know thou, that for theſe 9. 
things, God will bring thee into judgement ; 
therefore, remove ſorrow, and prevent mi- 
ſery. Now is the acceptable time to the 
Lord , he delights in the firſt fruits, the 
young Pidgeons, and the young Lambs, he 
remembers the kindneſs of the youth. Uſi- 
ally ſuch as begin betimes, are more eminent 
for grace and comforts than others. Thoſe 
that are bred up to work and cling from 
their infancy, -lay up in ſtore for. 'd age z 
it's hard to be bound Apprenticet thirty, or 
forty, or fifty years old ; whereas, train'd up 
to the work, it's nothing to you. Hard and 
ſtrange to bring old people to pray, to hear 
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with delight, and love the Ward, and diſ- 


conrſe of gaod things, that were never usd 
to it. They 6an tell you; old-flovies, that 
neither. profit ' you' nor” themſelves. How 
ſweet will it be to-live upon! old experiences, 
to have a Stock and Treafure when old age 
comes ? David ſays, Thow art my hope, and my 
truſt, from my youth, and thou wert then kind 
to 2me, 1n holding me up: Caſt me uot off in the 
tine of old age, for/ake me nor, wow my ſtrength 
faileth me. Thou haſt taught me from my youth, 


v. 17, 18, and I have declared, &c. Now alſo, mhen F an 


old and gray-headed , forſake me not. Time 
may come, when, with Hez«kiab, thon can'ft 
im prayer only chatter like a crane,and mourn 


' like a Dove. - 


Wa. 38. 3. 


How comfortable then will it be, to look 
back and ſay , Lord, remember how I have 
walk.d before thee with a perfett and upright 
Heart ! The truth is, it's dangerous running 
on in theſe deceits in youth; it's muck if 
ever they are recoyer'd again ; Lwill not, I 
dare not, determine it. Others, that. never 


heard of Chriſt and rich Grace, may to- 


wards the end of their days, as the Thief on 


the Croſs, -be call 'd at laſt. One on a death- 


bed told me with great forrow and anguiſh, 
as- the Soul was going out of the body, 4 hag 
convittions; #1 my younger years, and loit ther, 
«rd could mever recover them again. |: Now 8'2 
time of leifure, you are not plung'dan the 
cares, and labours, and ſnares of the World; 
now you had need be more watchful, becauſe 
* 42* b 1t 
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is is a time of ſtronger temptations ; flee 
youthful laſts ; you are apt to be more con- 2 Tim. 2: 
fident and ſecure, and fartheſt off from dearth 22- 
and danger, and promiſe your ſelves long 
Life and proſperity, and think *twil be time 
enough hereafter ; do not thus flatter your 
ſelves, are you afraid of being rich and hap- 
py betimes ? is it not as good and neceſſary 
to love and praiſe God now, as in old age ? 
are you too young to be Holy, Humble, and 
Weavenly ? are you ſure tolive to old age ? 
how many die in their younger years? A good 
young man dying, faid; ow ſad had it been 
with me now, if I had left my great work, to doing 
till old age, What if whilſt you are thus flum- . 
bring and ſteeping in fecurity , the Bride- aczþ.25; 
| omg ſhould come.,. and the door ſhould be beg. 

ut, and you have no Oyl of Grace in your 
Heart ? Should your days continue, the day 
of Grace may be gone, you may loſe precious 
advantages for your Souls, Heavenly Calls, 
and able Minifters; your Sun may ſet at 
noon ; It may be you may nevyer-hear more 
ſo many awak'ning truths, if you loſe theſe ; 
God may take away the means of Grace, 
but will never take away the Grace got by the | 
means ;z but fhould yon hear as many more St | 
bleſſed truths, and gracious invitations, and 
wholſome counſels ; you may not have the 
{trivings of the ſpirit ; and you are as likely, 
nay more, to fin away them, as: you do 
theſe : If you think: you ſhall be better. here- 
after, obſerve your Parents, or other aged 
S 4 perſons, 


/ 
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petſons., and fee whether they: be not as 
worldly, ſenſual;,;and flothfal, in: Heavenly 
work, and as far from Death and Judgement, 
in their thoughts -and _—_— » AS You: 
God would have you ſeek firſt his Kingdom, 


and remember your Creatour in your youth, 


and he knows what is beſt ; this 1s the buſi- 
neſs of your whole lives. Why ſhould God 
and Heaven have only the dry bones, and 
dim eyes, and ſtaggering limbs, and feeble 
Ubi con- knees; and fin and vanity have the -flower, 
ſumpfiſti the ſtrength and marrow ? Take heed of 


on — thoſe ſins now, that. will rot your bones, and 
nam. Imake.your Souls roariin old age, if you live 


ſo long. | | 2 
You that are Aged and Fathers, will you 
yet hear and be wiſe ? you have one foot in 
the Grave, and the other in Hell, and both 
in Sin ; have you liv'd all theſe days deftroy- 
ing your ſelves, and heaping up wrath a- 
gainſt theday of wrath ? have you been quite 
out of the way ; andare weakneſs andidecays 
coming ppon you, gray hairs here and there ? 
do you perceiveit ? why may you'not yet 
be wiſe ? ſome came at the 1 12h. hour, and 
were receiv'd and rewarded. Away. with 
your old courſes, cuſtoms, and- ſins, and 
ſay yet, why ſhouldI not yet turn and live ? 
WhensSin and the World call for more of thy 
time, ſay, have you not had enough and too 
-much already ? I have but a little left, and 
1f 1 give:you this, you have all, and then 1 
2m utterly undone. Well, yet you are » 
#2 #h - ne 
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the land of the Living : It is not your old, 


and great, and many fins, will hinder 


Mercy, but impenitency , want of tender- 
neſs, and brokenneſs, and this you muſt beg 
of God. 

You that. are Great, and Rich,and Mighty, 
will you be convinc'd, that your greateſt 
Portion in this World is but poor, baſe, and 
beggarly, to what I offer you ? Can a Man 
be poorer than Death will make him, ftript of 
all ? When a covetous greedy wretch cries 
out at laſt, What, World, wilt thou not 
afford me a Corner, a Chamber, a Clo- 
ſet, a Dungeon, a little Bread and Water ? 
no, kick him out of doors, caſt him into 
the Grave, let him ſtink and rot, and leave 
all here toothers. 

Ay, but I have roſe early, gone to bed 
late, eat the bread of ſorrow and careful- 
neſs ; I have deſir'd thy favour, fear'd thin: 
anger, World,more than the wrathof God. 
I have admir'd thy favourites, though I 
could not reach to it my ſelf, 1 have worſhip'd 
the riſing Sun; and [I have deſpis'd thy poor, 
ragged, miſerable Mourners; 1 have run, and 
rid, ſweat, and pinch'd my bowels, wearied 
out my limbs, and alt to geta little of thee : 
Nay, I haveſlighted God,negleCted his Word 
and Work; when I ſhould have been at 
prayer in the Morning for my Soul, I have 
hearken'd to thy call, and run abroad to my 
field, or to my ſhop, or to my games, ſeek- 
ing for thy pleaſure and profit, and _—_— 
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ferr'd it. above Godlineſs ; and I have tir'd 
my {elf abaut thy work all the day, fo that 


1 have negleted God and my Soul at night ; 


Fam. 2.5. 


x Cor, Ch. 
;, 2. 


I have laught at, and deſpis'd thoſe in my 
Heart, that did mind reading and prayer,&c. 
when Iwas getting mony, &c. and naw God 
hath forſaken me and is angry, my Conſci- 
ence galls and terrifies me,and wilt thou alſo 
caſt me off? Yes, away with him, the. place 
that knew him ſhall know him no more. 

You that are poor, and low, and deſpis'd 
in the World, methinks yeu ſhould hearken, 
and be glad with theſe offers, and warnings, 
and. counſels. You are poor here, þut you 
may be rich in faith and Heirsof a King- 
dom, : It's ſad, that you who can't expect 
much in this World , ſhould deceive your 
ſelves, and loſe Mercy in the other World 


too. Poor and wicked is a fad ſight, 


Could I perſuade the Wiſe and the Lear- 
ned, the Polititian and the Scholar, to take 
heed of this dangerous miſtake and nndoing ? 
The Scripture tells you, not many Wiſe in 


this World are Wiſe to Salvation;'and . 


Chriſt ſays, theſe things are hid_ from the 
Wiſe and Prudent, and reveal'd- to ſuch as 
are but Babes in knowtedge.to yon ; It tells 
you, that theſe things are fooliſhneſs to 
thoſe Wile, and that they muſt hecotne fools, 
before they can be-Wiſe. Toſee a man ela- 
borate in his ſtudies ; ſearching Books, Arts, 
and Sciences, and into the nature of things, 
and not, ſegrch into your own iHearts. and 
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Lives ; knowing 'many, moſt things, and 
not. know the' one thing needibl.. Do you 
believe that plain dj!tich to be true ? 


S+ Chriſt un diſcs, wh eſt fi cetera neſcis, 
Si Chriſtum neſ[cis, athil 65 ſt gatera diſs. 


Patt was a Learned Man, and he counted 
all his Learning, and other Accompliſhments, 
'but: dung and- dogs-meat, to this excellent 
knowledge. _ 

\ You, that have -been bred up ignorantly, 
and have but little knowledge, may you come 
to Chriſt and the Word, and ſee whether you 

May. not yet- learn and underſtand. A man 
that is very poor muſt work the harder. 

Such as are under great Temptations, in 
wicked Families; in bad Callings, you had 
need look to. your ſelves ; you that in Tra- 
ding are apt to- cheat others, take heed of - 
wronging your ſelves ;.It is dangerous living 
in places where is. Swearing, Curing, Drink- 
ing, Revelling;-no fear of God, - nor pray- 
ing to bim; you had need look to your 
thatchy Hearts, when fparkes iy out of 
your Neighbours mouth , ſoon catch fire ; 
take heed of all Temptations, all occaſions 
of ſin; as to wantonneſs,take' heed of wanton 
daltiances, filthy communication, unclean 
actions, of ſecrecy and privacy-;- the Fleth 
lnſteth againſt the Spirit, and if you live 


after the Fleſh you muſt die ;_ ta be carnally Ro. 8.bez. 


minded is Death; come yor.near her door 4 
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if you are . fempted by idle company ' to | 


drunkenneſs and 1dleneſs ; think, theſe are 
Soul-deſtroyers, avoid, come not near,them, 
as you would fave your Lives. 

Are you of bad diſpoſitions, haſty tem- 
pers, inclin'd to paſſion and wrath? take 
the more heed, watch your lips, the tongue 


is an unruly Member, ſet on fire of Hell. 


Are you apt to belch out raſh ſpeeches againſt 
others ? think, this will moſt hurt and wound 
my ſelf: Take heed of wrath, and malice, 
evil-ſpeaking , back-biting, cenſuring, you 
—_— your Neighbours Name,and your own 
Souls. 

Are you backward to good, dead and 
flothful, and careleſs ? think; this caſe is but 
for a little while ; if I will not ſow now, I 
can't reap hereafter ; 'if I will notrun, 1 
can't obtain. Shall others pray, and hear, 
and repent, and ſeek Heaven, and obtain it, 
and I loſe Heaven for want of asking ? isnot 
ſuch glory worthy praying for ? then, ſurely 
it's worth nothing. What have Tto do of 
greater concernment ? up and be doing for 
the Lords ſake ; ſay, I have been idle and 
lazy too long: I have ſtruggId enongh for 
the World, I ſee what that can do for me ; 
I have labour'd for that which/is:not bread, 
ind doth not ſatisfie, and I will nowincline 
mine ears to God, and hear, that my Soul 


may live. Say as thoſe Lepers, 2 Kings, 7. 


y fit - we here until we die? if wewillgo to 
the World, there is the Famine that all peri 
i | and 


"I 
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and we ſball die there, and if we ſit ftill here in 
our ſins, we "die alſo ;, now therefore, come and 
let us fall into the hands of God, if he ſave us 
alive 'we ſhall live, and if he caſt us off and kill 


#45, we ſhall but die. Let us turn to the Lord, 


who knows, but that he may have Mercy 
ON Us. | 

Are you full of troubles and: croſfes, 
loſſes and diſappointments , great croſſes 
in;;your Children by their wickedneſs, or 
loſs by Death ? are you in debt, and great 
want ? go to Gad for this ſoul-faving Mercy, 
this will eaſe and relieve. p 

Are you melancholy, ſad and dejected, full 
of fears and doubts., fear Death, fear Gods 
anger, your fins lye heavy ? come weary and 
heavy ladento Chriſt, and ſee whether you 
cannot find reſt for your Souls. 

Are you in good Families, under lively 
means of Grace ; have the Bible and good 
Books? prize and improve all; while the 
Sun ſhines, while the day laſts; now is the 
accepted time, now is the day of ſalvation. 
> Are you Parents? watch over your Chil- 
drens Souls, pray for them, inſtruct, teach, 
reprove, perſuade them; many labour for 
; their Childrens bodies ; be moſtly concern'd, 
that your Children be not undone and loſt 
Eternally. 

Are you Children? be obedient, tractable ; 
honour thy Father and Mother, that it may 
be well with you. It's dangerous finning 
this way, It will fall on your owa heads 1n 
_ this Life. | There 
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There. have been manyremarkable inſtan- 
ces of. Gods: hand again{t\:Children in this 
Life, that have deſpisd and difobey'd their 
Parents 3 but. were 1t not now, all theſe fins 
hurt the offendor moſt , - and- will deeply 
wound at laſt. Are you Maſters and Miſ- 
treſſes ? do not domineer and inſult., and 
wrong: your Servants, -knowing that you 
have a Mafter in Heaven'z wrong them not 
in their Wages, nor work; their cries come 
up to 'Gedz, oppreſs not the poor, nor hire» 
lings, .nor: needy ; your account is corfing, 
and wrath on your Souls. am. 5. 1, 2, Weep 
and houl, ye rich Men, (one would think 
that belong 'd to 'the poor, fick, and mifera- 
ble,) no,. weep ' you for your miſerjes-that 
ſhall come upon you.; look not {o ſtriftly 
and cagerly after them and their work; as 
to neglett your ſelves and your work. There 
is none here to call you to an account. ' : 

Are you Magiſtrates afd ' Governonrs ? 
how exa@, and vigilant; and wiſe, ſhould 
you be ? 

Are you Minifters? what 4 2r cat: account 
muſt you givefor your felves,; and the Souls 
committed to your charge ? 1f-the Watch- 
man fleep, it's worſe: than-another, that 
ſhould give warning, and preventfire or an 
enemy ; it the Fountain be poyſon'd or 
corrupt, how the ſtreams ? what'great guilt 
to deftroy ſo many ? A Lawyer offends, that 
neglects his care, and makes falſe ſettlement, 
and undoss his Client ; a Phyſician that neg- 

lects 
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deQs his Patient, and preſcribes Poyfon for 
Phyſick, and kills the Body; but a Miniſter 
much-:more, that neplefs Souls.. aid gives 
Scorpiofis for Fiſh, -4hd Serpents for Bread. 
© the price of Souls'! _ $i | 

 ' A Phyſician could ſcarce earn his Pay or 
Livelyhood,' that only read a LeCture once 
aweek' ina Pariſh or a pablick place, and 
learfiedly diſconrs'd of the natiitt of a Fea- 
vor, a Conſumption; or Apoptexy, ſhew'd 
the cauſes, the ſymptomes, and the cure ; 
the ' people | wonld' be unwilling to give him 
an 1004. per Anwum, nor account themſelves 
much” benefited by /'him, onlefs He came to 
their Houſes, enquir'd into their Diſtempers, 
felt-their Pulſes, found how their Head ak'd, 
or: Bowels grip'd, apply'd ſuitable Medi- 
cines, ſee that they took it, and obſery'd the 
reſult. The truth 1s, a Phyſictan would be 
ſtarv'd for all his pluſh Coat ; and a Lawyer, 
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for all his great Houſe,if they did not ſtudy, 


and were careful and ſuccefsful, perſons 
would give them nothing. But a Miniiter, 


Preach or not Preach, fee his-people or live an | 


100':Miles off, and laugh at them, goes to 
the. Law for his Tythes ; feeds himſelf, 
though the people ſtarves ; but ſuch wretches 
ſtarve, wound, and deſtroy themſelves moſt. 
Whata charge is given,2T:m.4. beg.be inſtart 
in ſeaſon, our of - ſeaſon, Paul; woe is me 1f 
1 Preach not the Goſpel. He doth not glory, 
I have a better Parſonage, but have labour'd 
more- than them all. - 
How 
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- How. -many uſeful Inferences - may. be 
drawnfrom the whole ? ' . 5 | 

- Then they are rot the-wiſe and happy;that 
the World account ſo, but whom God ac- 
counts ſo. A man may: be rich, and yet_mi- 
ſerably - poor ; living and, lively,-:and yet 
dreadfully dying ; high and honourable, and 
yet baſe andyvile; wiſe and learned, and yet 
a yery. fool; confident, and. preſumptious, 
and yet on the brink of. Deſtruction. 

- Then, no wonder good men are ſocauti- 
ous and wary, ſo fearful and enquiring, 
doubting and ſinking, you can't blame them, 
they are afraid of being-undone: Let. them 
ſearch and try, pray and cry, run and fight, 
it's for _ their Lives. - You blame not the 
Worldlings,for their care and diligence;their 
wiſdotn and labour ; they are accounted wiſe, 
and take their Seaſons ; they do'not neglect 
Sowing tull they ſhould Reap ;. no, riſe at 
Night .to Plow, when they ſhould ſleep. 

Blame not good men, if they take all the 
beſt Seaſons, it's their wiſdom, their fafety, 
their happineſs, that they take their; younger 
years, greedily _ catch' afterall ſeaſons-of 
Grace; take the time, when they: have 
ſtrength, and their Hearts beſt in frame. 

No wonder they prize that Company, 
thoſe Minifters beſt , that will- help them 
againſt this deceit; glad to have the. moſt 
ſearching, awakening Word, willing rhat 
the Word ſhonld ſearch the bottom of the 
Wound, though it puts them to- pain and 
ſmarting. Hence 
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Hence 'tis,they are more afraid of the leaſt 
' fin, than the greateſt ſuffering; that they . 
cannot , dare not, do-as others, though re- 
roach'd, ſcorn'd, perſecuted ; they think it 
ſrrange; but theſe know;there is great danger 
in the leaſt ſin,. it wounds to the Heart, and 
wounds Eternally.. - Een 0 l 4 
Therefore theſe prize pardoning Mercy, 28 
Free-Grace, Jeſus Chriſt, and wonderfully = 
extoll and exalt it; they can't enough glory 
in Jeſus Chriſt, and him Crucified, as their 
Saviour. - | 5; Og 
Therefore are they ſo contented with the 
leaſt allowance, and the greateſt troubles: | 
Theſe things are not my portion, nor theſe + 4 
loſſes my Hell. . Strike Lord, .1trike, my,zeri. Dg- == = 
fins are pardon'd, 1/a. 33. 24. they ſhall noted, 
ſay they are ſick, he doth not ſay, they are 9< _ 
not ſick ; but they ſhall not regard it ; why ? n—_ 
their iniquities are forgiven. ES 23 
Therefore are they often ſo willing to die, 
long to be diſſolv'd, becauſe they know, it's 
far better: | OSes © 1 
If ſo many be deceiv'd, and the danger fo 
great , then ſalvation-work 1s not eaſfie, 
triting, common work, as. the moſt make 
it. Certainly it's hard to efcapeall the dan- 
 gerous fnares,there is ſomewhat to take with 
theſe wicked Hearts ; we can't enough watch 
againſt our felves, and bewail our own de- 
ceitful Hearts. No wonder, good men. ſo 
much bewail their evil Natures ; there is 2 
ſnare ineyery thing, in _ meat, and _— 
an 
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and fleep, in our prayers-and heating, in our 


converſe and ſolitude, when liftgd up, proud; - 


when caſt down, murmur ; when far off from 
Dzath, fſevere;. when draw_nigh , over- 


whelm'd and canfounded, The Devil knows 


how .to bait for every temper', he knows 
your conſtitutions ; if proud, he ſets before 
you your abilities, your eſteem in the World, 
andit may be more than it is, and your good 
works; if covetous, he propoſes gain, and 
much increaſe this and that way, and it may 
be upon others; if melancholly , he will 
driye to ſadneſs and-deſpair ; if chearful, to 
wantonnefs and gayety ; if alone, he tempts 
to vain thoughts ;. if in company, to vain 
diſcourſe; if your enemies before you, pro- 


"'voke. you to. hate or hurt them; if your - 


friends, to love them over much, to flatter 
and applaud them , if you are lazy, and ſloth- 
ful, and careleſs: abotit Religion, ; keep you 
from Prayer, hearing or reading ; if you are 
inclin'd to hear or pray, tempt-you to for- 
mality and coldneſs, or to hypocriſie and 
vain-glory : Are you careleſs, preſamptious, 
and -confident of your ſpiritzal condition ? 
heſays,all is well, never fear ; are you fear- 


fol and doubting? he tells you there isno | 


hope, no help: for you. - Thas the adver- 
ſary ofeth all means to deſtroy, and we cloſe 
19 with all his Temptations, and: hurt our 
ſelves. - [33s 

Now you-hear'a Sermon but once-a week, 
read .a Chapter now and then,” meet with 
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good company, and diſcourſe ſeldom ; but ' 
theſe tempters and temptations are with 
you lying down and riſing up, in all places, 
company, and conditions. 

' Learn hence, that it is an unſpeakable 
mercy, aſtoniſhing goodneſs, the mighty 
power and wiſdom of God , if. a Soul be. 
fav'd and deliver'd. Heaven is but enough to 
admire, praiſe and magnikie this diſtingyiſh- 
ing Grace and Goodneſs, When a Soul 
fhall ſee at laſt, how ſhe eſcap'd ſuch a dan- 
gerous ſnare; deljver'd this and that way, 
and when eſcape from every Temptation. 

The Lord only knows how, gid,quando, 
quomodo; what is the beſt means, time, 
and way,.to deliver the Godly out of Temp- 
tation ? / 

On the other hand, how ſad and doletul 
the condition of every wicked Man, every 
loſt Soul, that runs on to deſtruftion ; he 


knows alſo how to reſerve the unjuit to the , p;;.2 . 


day of Judgement, to be puniſh'd. 


He keeps them, maintains and feeds them, $.,yare. 


the wicked eat of his bounty, breath in his 
Air ;. enjoy the Light of his Sun, Moon, and 
Stars. 


He preſerves them, from many evils and prafer- 
dangers herz, from many. ſore Diſeaſes, and. yare.” 


when ſick, reſtores them; when wounded, 
heals them.He preſerves them long as the old 
World, till Noah was in the Ark; he ap- 
pointed how many days they ſhould eat and 
drink, how many wa Pets So did he 
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as to Sodom, that very Morning -the Sun ſhin'd 
forth as formerly, till he did rain-Fire and 
; - » Brimſtone. This ſinners account a favour. 
Reſervare But all this while,he doth but reſerve them 
for to be puniſh'd, to be deſtroy'd ; not to be 
pitied, pardon'd, honour'd, and fay'd ; but 
as Priſoners in a Goal, in Chains, kept cloſe, 
ſafe, and faſt, till they are brought forth to 
Judgement, and to Deſtruction. 
Reckorn, then upon nothing you have or-en- 
Joy, or you ſeem to have, or hope to be, unleſs 
you can upon good grounds hope that you 
| are the Children of God, - and can rejoyce in 
hopeof the Glory to come-; andif ſo, en- 
vy not the proſperity of ' the wicked, nor 
| bewail your own condition, though ſee- 
mingly neyer ſo poor and miſerable, at the 
preſent. 
| Be ſure to hold 'on, and hold out to your 
G4. 6.9, Death; be FR weary in well-doing, and you 
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10.  * ſhall reap, jif you faint not: And the nearer 
you come ito the Grave, the more haſten 

'S homeward ; look for, and haſten to-the co- 
2 ming of your Lord. Said a good man, when 
diſſuaded in old age, not to ſpend himſelf ſo 
much in his goodworks,ſaid he,ſhall I leſſen 
my pace,when I am ſo near home? There is 
much in that, Bleſſed is that Servant, whom, 
when his. Lord he cometh, ſhall find well-doing. 1 
know: perfons make a great a-do about the 
dying words of Men and Women.; O ! they 
died like 2 lamb, but how did they live,like 
{wine and dogs ? one cries, pluck up a good 
| Heart, 
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Heart, man, alas! he hath none to pluck up. 
Another ſays, call upon God : Alas! faid 

2 ſinner under agonies to me, how dare you 
y”U to God for me, that have been all my 
ays fo vile? I foreſaw all this wrath and 
miſery long ago; I call'd my Soul to an ac- 
count, and told itallthis, how't would be ; 
O! that I could bea warning to all others ; 
if God will damn, caſt me off, he is juſt and 
righteous, I have nothing to ſay ; if he will 
ſave me, twil be unſpeakable Mercy. I 
know all ſend' for a Miniſter to ſpeak com- 
fortably to the dying, good or bad. A Phy- 
ſician may - tell them, the Patient is thus and 
thus ſick, and when dangerons; but a Mi- 
niſter muſt ſay, all is well, chear up. But 
God bids us ſay only to the Righteous, it 
ſhall be well with them, and to the wicked, 
woe ; and Chriſt ſays, if the houſe be wor- 
thy, peace ſball abide, and if not, go away. 
It 1s not in the power of all the Angels in 
Heaven, nor the beſt Miniſters on earth, to 
ſpeak peace to a wicked man dying ; There is 


20 peace, ſaith my God, to the wicked; but he j.c7.laft. * + 


is like the troubl'd Sea, reſtleſs, and caltin 
out mire, and filth of ſin, and ſhame, an 
ſorrow. What ſhall we ſay to one,that-hath 
liv'd in ſenſuality, pride, and wantonneſs,in 


drunkenneſs, and intemperance,in neglett of 


God and all that is good, in contempt of his 
word and works, that hath ſerv'd the Devil, 
his Luſts, and the World, all his days, that 


never pray'd one quarter of an hour hear- 
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/ tily, nor read the Word withany delight? 
ſhall we fay toſuch a one, well done, good and 
faithful ſervant, you have been abounding in the 
work. of the Lord, you have fought a good fight, 

u have pray d without ceaſing,” you have been 
faithful to God, to your Neighbours and your 
own Soul? would the perſon believe us, or 
rather think we jear him ? Ay, but he is pe- 
nitent and very ſorry for his ſins, and cries 
to God for Mercy. It's well, if it be ſincere; 
you, his friends, are willing to believe ſo, ſo 
you are that hewill Kve again, thoughhe be 
juſt dying,he Muſt not 4be told of it ; but 1s 
it any token that I have a great love and 
kindneſs for you, becauſe I run under your 
roof for ſhelter, when a dreadful ſtorm is 
ready to ſwallow meup ? All I ſhall fay, 1s, 
that I have found ſome to appearance near 
Death, very penitent and good, full of hearty 
reſolutions and promiſes, that have reco- 
ver'd, and turn'd as bad, -or worſe than be- 
fore ; as ſtrength came, ſo corruptions grew ; 
that I' have very little charity for a Death- 
bed Repentance. 

I know the Thief on the Croſs is the 
grand and only inſtance made uſe of, not to 
Þdring to Repentance, but to keep men from 
it till that very time, and that hath brought 
many a Thief to the Gallows. That was an 
extraordinary inſtance ; he was wonderfully 
wrought upon, and chang'd: To own a 
Chriſt upon the Croſs, when others were 
buffeting, and ſpitting on his bleſſed face, 
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upbraiding;and ſaying, ſave thy ſelf; and -at 
this time to! reprove -his fellow 'Thief,'-to 
confeſs his own fault ; toacknowledge and 
own Chriſt to be Lord, to own him to be a 
Saviour of the World, that was dying him- 
ſeif, a cruel, and curſed,and ſhameful Death 
to own him as one that could' ſave fuch a 
a great, vile, and curſed Sinner as he was, 
that men would not ſave; nay, to own a 
Kingdom, a Crown, for him that was naiFd 
to the Croſs ; and that he was willing togos 
and be with him, for all that ſhame and con- 
tempt; beſides you can't expect ſuch an in- 
fance, the Saviour of : the World - would 
ſhew now at his Death, that he was a Savi- 
our of Sinners, and would carry one 
with him from the Croſs to his Crown: 
The other Thief was not ſfavd by him, 
though he died on the other fide, fo near 
Chriſt. 'It's likely, this-may be his firſt 
call, you have refus'd many.  Thereaſons 
why perſons are ſo willing to plead this 
way, Is, becauſe they would have this World 
while they can, and paſs into Heaven at laſt. 
Do not thus deceive, and flatter, and de- 
ſkroy your ſelves. : 


Again, why do you trifle, and are'moſt 
carcleſs, that little time you ſpend in Hea- 
venly work. God allows you much time 
about the World, fix days.in ſeven, and the 
ſeventh the World hath uſually ; and if : you 
pray or read, then dead, dull, ſleepy ; alive 
F< about 
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-about the World all day,' work and talk, 


and not weary nor complain. Should a man 
allow his ſervant all the day for his eating 
and drinking, and his own work, only re- 
quire an hour in the day for his proper and 
immediate ſervice, he muſt needs be highly” 
offended to find him ſleeping and trifling then? 
God allows you much time, almoſt all the 
day and night for your eating, and drinking, 
and ſleeping, and worldly works, and de- 
lights; and will you, dare you, trifle that 
little ſhort hour in a day at your prayers? 

- Methinks, I am loth to believe you unre- 
ſolv'd and quiet in your loſt undone condi- 
tion ; Ileave it to you to debate the buſineſs 
with your own Souls. Say, I have loſt much 
time already, never to be recall'd ;.1 have 
but a little time more to enjoy what now I 
ſeem to have in Poſſeſſion. ($97 - 

- ] have but alittle time more to debate the 
bufineſs, and to reſolve, whether I fhall be 
ſav'd or periſh. Death is at hand, and that 
is the trap-door, | that will let me into Hea- 
ven or Hell. Many of my friends andacquain- 
tance are gone already ; I ſee good and bad 


men haſten away, Heaven and Hell fill a- 


= every day ; when they are. gone, you 


Hear no more of them , and therefore are 


ſecure. EE, 
May I not do this Heavenly work, and 


| enjoy as much as I'do of theWorld ſtil? Ei- 


ther this 1s true, that there is fuch an happineſs 
or miſery, or. not ? if it be not true; Iſee 
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not but ſuch as pray, as mediate, and walk 
circumſpectly, Live as comfortably as we do, 
that negle& all this Heavenly work, and run 
into ſin, and on- this account, they are in 
as happy condition as we ; but if this be true, 
woe, woe to me that ever 1 was born ; 
*twould have been well for me that I had | E 
been a Toad, a Dog, and could periſh as | _—_ 
they ; better have the Heart of a Swine, k þ 
than-of a man, and not love God. My 

Horſe, and my Ox and Sheep, will riſe up 

in Judgement againſt me, they work and 

ſerve me, ſeem delighted and thankful, when 

I bring them Fodder and own them ; but I 7. 1. 3. 
forget my Lord and Maker, that feeds and 
maintains me: The - Ground -brings forth 

Graſs and Corn after Rain and Sun-ſhine, 

but I am barren and unfruitful, and bear 

briars and thornes under ſo many fruitful 
ſhowers. + Alas ! alas! what have 1 doxe'? 

what will become of me ?* What account - 
can I give for Sermons or good Books, and ' «* 
good examples; good. Bread, and Drink, _ » 
and Meat, and have been ynthankful and un- 
grateful ? How. may I ft down and mourn 

alone, and refuſe to be comforted ? 'I. am 
undone, 1 am loſt, I am certainly haſtning 

a-pace to Eternal Deſtruction, Well, 1s 1t 
impoſlible, that 1 may yet recover, is their 

no hope, no help, for ſuch a loſt ſinner as I 

am ? Did not Chriſt come to ſeek and ſave 

that. which was loſt ? why ſhould I not turn 

and live ? ©, that yet I may be accepted. _ 
calls 
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calls me, Chriſt intreats me. This Treatiſe 
is now ſent me, to perſuade, and intreat me 

'to turn to the Lord, and ſeek for Mercy and 
live. 1 come, Lord, at thy call and command, 
T caſt away my Rebellious Arms ; I give up 
my ſelf to thy Government. Lord, yet im- 
ploy me and make uſe of me in thy ſervice ; 
I will never more depart from Thee ; put 
thy fear in my Heart to this end, and never 
leave nor forſake me. | 


To Conclude all, it can't be expreſt nor 
thought, how happy and bleſſed the Soul 
ſhall be that ſhall be ſayd. -I have ſpoken 
ſomewhat, but alas ! the half can't be ex- 
preſt nor underſtood ; we know as littleof 
the other World, as a Child in the Cradle of 
this World. I have but cloath'd the Chriſtian 
in Rags, how will they appear in their ſhining 

Cambden Robes ? One ſays, praiſe 1s but the tribute of 
on Queen Man, true worth is the gift of God. Ihave 
Elizabeth. cen aſtoniſht to read ae Expreſſions, as 
that, John 1. after many excellent Prayers 
for them, and loving compellations of them, 
he Concludes, and ſhuts up all at lait, Father, 
that they all may be one, as thou Father art in 
me, and 1 in thee, that they alſo may be one tn 
us, that the World may believe thou haft ſent me. 
v. $2. And the Glory which thou gaveſs me, 
1 have given them, that they may be one, even 
as we are one. Apain, v.23. 1 in you, and 
rthouin me, that they may be made perfett inont, 
that the World may know that thou haſt ſent me, 
| and 
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and haſt loved them, as thou haſt loved me. 


v.' 24. Father, T will, let them alſo whomthou 


haſt ' given me, be with me, where I am, that 
they may behold my Glory. Again, v. laſt. That 
the Life wheremith thou haſt loved me, my be 
in them, and I in them. They are words we 
can't underſtand, till we come to Heaven ; 
I can't open them. Phyl. 3. 21. Whoſball 
_ change our vile: Body, and make it like unto'bls 
© Glorious Body. - 

.I John, 3.1, 2. Behold, what manner of love 


bath the Father beftowed on us, that we ſhould 


be called the Sons of God: We know not how 


great and wonderful ; ay, but, the World © 


dor't ſee ſo much init, nor doth it yet ap- 
pear, but when he ſtall appear, we ſhall be 
like him,for we ſhall ſee him as he is : Whar 
that is, I muſt leave to the great day.. 
Bleſſed,a Thouſand times Bleſſed are thoſe 
that are thus Wonderſully, Gloriouſly , and 
Eternally Say*d. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
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A mere particular Concluſion. 


Y the more general Concluſon, you may 

\ B ſee that the deceit is Univerſal, an E- 
idemical Diſeaſe that moſt ſee it in others , 

ew in themſelves; moſt cenſure and con- 
demn others, few judge and condemn them- 
{clves, and fo will be judg'd and condemn'd 
of the Lord ; you ſee, that all without me 
is nothing to me, unleſs I am good myſelf, 
though God is never {opood and gracious in 

. himſelf, and to others, yet is he a dreadful de- 


precious Saviour to others, yet a terrible judge 
A and deſtroyer to me ; though the Bible be 
"3 full of Grace, Mercy, and Truth, there is 
WM not one comfortable Word to me; though 
my Father and Mother be kind and tender, 
my Wife loving, my Children ſweet, plea- 
fing, and obedient ; yet all of them can't 
help to ſave me ; though I have heard many 
good Sermons, read many goed Books, been 
in much good company, yet all have done 
me no good, but I am more wicke and a- 
bominable in fſinning againſt ſuch Light 3 
though I have pretended to. put np many 
Prayers,: made a large Profeſſion, ſeem'd to 
others good and Godly, yet my Heart was not 


right 


ſtroying enemy to me; though Chriſt is a T- 
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right with God, I did but diſſemble, and] , 
am. utterly undone. As for outward endow- 
ments & accompliſhments,my reaſon and un- 
derſtandinglI did not employ about the beſt 
objects, to-the higheſt ends ; my Tongue 1 
| may bite in peices, and ſpit with indignation 
out of my Mouth, that hath ſpoken idly, 
vainly, and wickedly, ſo long, and little 
or nothing to Gods Glory, the good of 0- 


. ' thers and mine own comfort ; my ſtrength 


and beauty, I have boaſted of ; my Clothes 
and outward Ornaments, I have-been proud 
of, though others have defpisd me, when I 
thought they admir'd me, or rathermy Ap- 
parel; and beſides, was it never ſo rich and 
gaudy, 'twas forgotten in a year or twoaf- 
, terward; and now all is gone; and ſuch a 


| rich Feaſt, a twelve-month paſt yields not 


the leaſt reliſh and ſayour in my thoughts 
now, Had -I fed the poor, cloath'd the 
naked, out of true pity and tenderneſs to 
them, and love to Godthen had it heen com- 
fortable in the review. I have pleas'd my 
ſelf ſtill in what was to come, 4n proſpe& 
of future happineſs, when young, in- a 
Married condition ; ' when Married, in my 
Children ; when grown up, in their well- 
matching, and ſo in their Children. But I 
ſee this is ſtill all fomewhat without me, and 
beſides my ſelf. I have ſeen the moſt and 
beſt of the World, and what it can do for 
me ;.it's like, I may; never eat, and drink, 
and {leep, with that pleaſure I haye, any more, 
my 
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my later days may be filld with ſorrow, 


| pains and decays. Many of thoſe that did 


augh, and eat, and drink with me, have 
been rotting in the-Grave ſome years, what 
is become of their Souls, I know not: God 
hath yet prolong'd my days to this moment, 
this may be my laſt call and warning ; and 
within a day or two, a week, a month, a 
year, others may think and talk of me, as 
I do of othiys now ; why may I not now caſt 
off other matters, "and' fir own and  con- * 
ſider, whatI am, what I havedone, whither 
I am going ; ; how 'tis with me at preſent, - and 

how it's like to be with me very ſhortly 5 
I 'may verily conclude, I am not to con- 
tinue here as now I am ; where is the Man or 
Woman. that lives always ? It's trne, Men 
are immortal in their thoughts,that. is, they 
rarely, or never come toa determinate time, 
to think. I muſt nowdie; let a Man be old 
or weak, he thinks ' I ſhall livethis day, and 
to morrow, and when that comes, he ftijl 
accounts upon the next day, and friends 
ſtill hope, till they gaſp and breath out the 
laſt ; nay, ſome pull and rub them when 
dead; and feign wonld bring to Life again, 
and when no hope, cry out in angmſh, what, 
dead? what, dead ? What, ſpeak no. more. 
to me, ſee me no more : ? no, Hands off, 
Heatt off, he/is gone, paſt recovery, when 
God ftrikes, he ſtrikes home, .no riſfigg afcer: 
his blow. Sec now;thatT, even1 am he, and 
there is no God with me ; I kall, and I make 
alive, 
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alive, I wound, and I heal, neither is there 
any that can deliver out of my hand.'I lift up 


my hand to Heaven, and fay, 1 live for ever ; 


if 4 whet my glittering Sword, and mine 
hand take hold on judgement, P/al. gc. 3. 
Thou turneſt Man to Deſtruttion : and ſayeſt, 
' Return,ye Children of Mex. Some would have 
it, return to the duſt , man, from whence 
thou cameſt ; but others, ſpoken ironically, 
return again to thy Houſe and Family, to 
. thy Life and Health again, if thou can'ſt ; 
try,whether thou'can'it get ont of my hands. 
Thou carrieſt them as with a Flood, as a- 


ſep; as Graſs, flouriſh in morning, and. 
wither at night; who knows thy power, 


according to our fear of thee it is, and 
much more ? ,So teach us to number our 
days, that we-.may be truly wiſe, not that 
we can number any ; but that they are not to 
be ;accounted upon at all ; P/al. 39. 4. Lord, 
makg me to kyow my end, aud the meaſure of my 
days, that is, how frail 1 am. It's very hard 
to: live under a believing ſenſe of it, that I 
ſhall die. | 

I may certainly conclude, that here is no 
abiding place for me, let me cleave to the 
World never ſo cloſeand faſt, I muſt knock 
off, my houſe will caſt meout. How happy 
- and Bleſſed may 1 be in ways of Righteouſ- 
neſs? how comfortable, living and dying ? 
what manner of perſon ſhall 1 be, if I come 
to-Glory ?- in how little time may I be a- 


mong Saints and Angels ? and what manner ' 


of 
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of perſon ſhould I now be, inall holy con- 
verſation and godlineſs? Why may not I 
come to Heaven, as well as others ? TOM 

How dreadfully miſerable *ſhall I be, if I 
periſh, and am undone at laſt; am.I not on 
the brink of 'Heavenor Hell? Death is the 
clap-door, once my-Soul is gone out of my 
Body; there is no change, nor alteration, 
no recovery, any more: Andſhall I thus go 
on from day today, and never bring, it to an 
head, to ſome reſult, whether I am like to 
be fav'd, or periſh Eternally ? I have been 
convinc'd often, awaken'd ” and ſtart1'd ;; I 
have had frightful thoughts in my Dreams, 
fear'd I have. been falling down a deep pre- 


cipice, or ſome- ghaſtly enemies were laying: 


hold of me, and no friend nigh, and-1 ſtrive 
to call and cry, and could not cry out; 1 
have often bzen terrified at an awak'ning 
+ Sermon, but all-did wear off again 5 I have 
been ſometimes ſick, and near death, and 
bave promis'd, if God would. ſpare me; 
I would certainly lead another courſe of 
Life, refrain ſach and ſuch ſins, yea, all fin, 


and perform ſuch duties daily. and fervent-' 
ly. But my wicked Heart hath: deceiv'd 


and Wndone, me, and 1 fear will be 
too hard for me to my dying day. ' My 
condition is dangerous, if not deſperate. 
Well, 1 may admire Gods goodnefs that I 
am yet alive, thaf yet-I can ſpeak, and hear, 


' and fee, that God hath not long ſinceput 
out theſe eyes, that have. feen ſo. much va- 


nity, 
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whether he ſhall be Saw'd or Loft. * 39 


nity, and,ſo ſeldam ſeen him in his word 
and works; that he hath not ſtrook me dumb, 
that have. us'd my Tongue ſo little to his 
praiſe and glory ; that he hath not ſtrook me 
dead long ſince, that have liv'd ſo unpro- 
fitably, nay, ſo provokingly. Yet lam a- 
live, once_ more [I have this call and warning, 
who knows, but God hath thoughts of mercy 
to my. Soul ? if he would have deftroy'd me, 
he might have done it long ago ; why ſhould 
I not lye groveling in the duſt, be cover'd,, _ wa 
with fackcloth and aſhes, fall down in tears Fn-3-3.9 
and anguiſh, cry mightily unto God, turn 
from my-wickedneſs ? who can tell, but Goa 
may turn from. his fierce anger, and1I periſh 
not ? Why may not this time be a time of 
love? but then I muſt do it preſently; if l 
Pur it off till to morrow,l ſhall then till ano- 
ther day z I have been caught too often in 
that ſnare already ; why ſhould I not ſhut my 
elf up from all company and diverſions, re- 
fuſe to be comforted or call'd off ? I know, 
as ſoon as I yo to private Prayer in my Cloſer, 
though there be no body knocks ar door, the 
World and other matters knock at my Heart, 
and 'call me off preſently ; I could never 
abide quietly at it, till I brought itto ſome 
good pals. | 


Well, 1 am reſolv'd to hold my ſelf to it, 
my Body at leaſt I can ſhut up, and ſhut in ; 
my Heart will run away, I will call in Gods 


. AMiſtence, who alone can command this un-, | 
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ruly wandring Heart ; 'asit. is ſaid, who can 
know it? I the Lord ſearch it': So, who can 


rule and mend 'tt? none but God. Inevyer 


yet. could promiſe of my ſelf to ſtick to it 
one hour or two, much leſs one day; and 
this is' the main buſineſs of my Life. . I am 
now reſolv'd, nothing ſhall hinder me; I have 
ſpent days and hours enough about the World 
and vanity, the time paſt may ſuffice, and is 
too much, that have walked after the courſe 
of this Word. ' I will now give up my ſelf 
to' this great and folemn work I know, I 
hall have excuſes and: delays, now 1s not a 


fit time, I can't- be private, or I have other 


matters, ſuch expett ye; the Devil, the 
World, and your Hearts, will find you qut 
ſomewhat.No, ile hearken to them no more ; 
no, this 1s the time, I will take another time 
for that : Ay, but then let half-an hour ſerve ; 
no, I will have half the day, all the day, 
and all the night, and tomorrow too; if 1 
can't finiſh it, I will now-bring it to ſome 
good iſſue, if poſſible. This will be too grie- 
vous and troubleſome to: fleſh and blood, to 
thy Body and thy Friends 3 Ihave been kind 


enough,too kind to themalready; what can't - 


they be ſatisfied, unleſs 1 deſtroy Body and 
Soul for them, to pleaſe and ſerve them ? 
why ſhonld this ſeem ;{o much and grievous ? 
T.can faſt a whole day for the Health of my 
Body , and. take griping: and bitter Phy- 
fick ; and do Inot need Vomitsformy foul 


Stomach, . and ſharp Phyſick for my Soul ? 1 


Call 


© #Bethip be ſhall be Sat'd or Loft. 
caft artend-.my Hu$band or Child, if lick, 
i dying, aid not eat day after day, nor 
TP 
Sf 


if the night, watch. and cry, watch . 


q ftriye, and think no pains too much ; 
and fhalt 1 not now cry, and watch z weep 
arid pray for my poor Soul, my precious 
and immortal Soul ? I can't ſave my Husband 
or Child from Death, but my Soul may be 
ſav'd from Everlaſting Death. I can deny 
my {elf f66d and comforts a long time, when 
my dear friend is dead, weep over the Grave, 
think and talk of him night and day; and 


what,ſhall I ſpend no time to bewail my dead - 


Soul eſtrang'd. from God , without hope, 
withont. Chriſt and God, in this World,and& 
will, if not timely preyented, be withour 
them for ever? I can deny my {elf food, and 
eaſe, and ſleep, in following the World ; if 
riding Journy's, if getting Mony in Marker, 
or Fairs, if ſelling an Eſtare, if entring on 
a great, hopeful, and gainful Voyage; not 
mind meat or drink a day together, ſcarce 
ſleep in the night, riſe early in the morning, 
work hard all the day, andnot begrudge my 
pains, if get but ſmall matters ; and ſhall I 
not ſet to this work hearcily ; when 1 may do 
it alone without others aſliſtence, and do it 
thorowly, and get far greater Mercy, and on. 
better' terms, and all made ſure to my 
Soul ? 


1 can deny my ſelf. food and eaſe, at my 


pleaſures and ſportsz = all day in per- 
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**.* "Hing my Game, fit up all mg at Cards © 
 .. _4ind Dice, unwearied in attending on Plays, 
- pteagd hours inreading Rominess; and if 
ower in the World, I have-ſpent days and 
hours in ſports and recreations, and ſhall I 
begrudge ane day, .or two days, about a buſi- 
neſs of ſuch concernment ? | 


1] have ſpent many days and weeks in ſer- 
ving my . friends, -in adviſing and aſliſting 
others, and was never ſo kind to my ſelf, as 
irs one - ſolemn day thus about my 
felf. 


--T have ſpent Months and Yeats about my 
Houſe, my Grounds, my Cattle, my Mony ; 
and never yet ſet apart one week about my 

' Soul, my Self; 1 have ſpent many hours at 
Prayer, Reading, Hearing, Sabbaths, Faſts, 
and Sacraments , till I was quite weary in 
performing the outſide Service, but never 
yet ſearcht my Soul to purpoſe, whether I 
have got any reat good. . "> 2:00 


- God, in his providence, hath made me hy 

, oh; a: dick Bed, -or brought me under greet 
troubles and loſſes, and made me faſt, and 
weep, and groan, nights and days, and may 
yet calt-me under many more ; and were [ 
not: better willingly chooſe to faſt,and weep, 
ſearch, and cry; becanſe of my ſins, and I may 


prevent ſuch, doleful 'nights and days ? My 
riends, if good, and Miniſters, have wore 
ol q A | + 4 MN - ani 
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